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now about half century since the religious public 
England and America was made aware new movement 
the religious life India. reformation the current 
Hinduism was progress. man, praise whose 
character and talents too much could hardly said, was 
directing it. Large results were looked for; but they did not 
come, and the interest the movement declined rapidly 
had risen. But some fifteen sixteen years ago this 
interest suddenly revived. Hopes indigenous reform 
India again rose high. The new society was once more 
talked of. Its leader had visited England. had been 
patronized church dignitaries. Important consequences 
were once more awaited. Missionary work India was 
known slow, some said hopeless. The Indian mind 
responded sluggishly the influences external thought. 
The efforts foreign philanthropists were long bearing 
fruit. Here was revolution free from the incubus 
foreign origin. embraced not the lowest and most de- 
spised portions the native community, Christian influ- 
ences the hands the missionaries had done, but the 
highest, the most intelligent, and the most influential minds. 
was movement, too, which though not all would 
gladly have it, was yet the right Hearts that 
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were weary waiting see India turn the gospel hailed 
with enthusiasm this new indication awakening religious 
fervor, and looked eagerly see the adherents the Brahma 
Samaj take the one step forward which would bring them safe 
within the pale the Christian church. They looked 
vain. 

And yet, one can doubt that the Brahma Samaj pre- 
sents one the most interesting phenomena modern re- 
ligious history India. regard it, apart from the 
character the individuals who have been prominent it, 
simply movement which men general have partici- 
connection with the history two three leaders who 
have moulded its character and shaped its destiny thus far, 
its study becomes still more attractive. And look upon 
reaction some highly intelligent minds against the 
ancient beliefs and superstitions and customs Hindustan 
its history becomes both instructive and fascinating. 

The history the Brahma Samaj best studied the 
lives its most prominent members. 

About the year 1774 there was born, the town 
Burdwan, some fifty sixty miles northwest from Calcutta, 
high and wealthy Brahman ancestry, person called Ram 
Mahan Rai. All Hindus are nature religious. Ram 
Mahan Rai was pre-eminent degree. More than that, 
was destined occupy inferior place among the re- 
ligious reformers Hindustan. The influences his time 
determined largely the direction which was work. 
Had lived earlier ages should have found him 
with Gautama Buddha, heading mighty reaction against 
the enslaving superstitions and priestcraft 
Later, might have been Nanak the Panjab, trying, 
amid the rivalry and strife Hindu and Muhammadan 
teachers, impress upon his followers whatsoever was good 
either faith, and thus becoming the founder new 
religion which should embrace the nobler elements both. 
might have had history like that Chaitanya Bengal, 
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who, the early part the sixteenth century, preached 
throughout India the doctrine saving faith Vishnu, 
the exclusion all the other myriad deities the Hindu 
pantheon. days still nearer our own might have 
been the peer Tukaram Western India, the favorite 
poet the Marathas, whose words, spoken two centuries 
ago, they hear but heed not, while verse scathing 
that the Hebrew prophets rebukes the promiscuous 
idolatry and futile formalism Hinduism, and teaches his 
people that the service the one God and the practice 
every-day virtues are more pleasing Heaven than vain 
ceremonial. Among these and other notable religious 
teachers ‘India, Ram Mahan Rai may well numbered 
while manliness character and purity life 
worthy not merely ranked with these Indian saints 
and sages, but stand high among the good men, the re- 
ligious souls, the devout seekers after God, every age and 
among all races men. was born time when 
western light was beginning, and only beginning, pierce 
the oriental gloom Hindustan; under the leading 
these dim though kindly rays the lines his reform were 
drawn they took new direction, one which previous move- 
ments Indian thought had never traced. was 
birth Brahman; but the influences his education were 
peculiar for person that caste; yet the circumstances 
his lineage and training, which was remarkably 
fitted for his lifework, can only admire the providence 
God. According the traditions Brahmanism, should 
have been early placed under the tuition learned man 
shastri, thoroughly taught the sacred literature the 
Brahmans and their religious mysteries. This plan in- 
struction was partially followed. received home the 
elements Hindu education, and later, studied Sanskrit 
Benares. His father religiously trained him Hindu. 
was solemnly girt with the sacred thread, which was 
found upon his body when died. But his family had 
declined from the religious the secular life; his grand- 
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father, and some his more remote ancestors, had held 
office under certain Muhammadan princes; was the pur- 
pose the boy’s father that also should enter political 
fit himself, therefore, for service Muhammadan 
court, took studies which Brahmans seldom pursue. 
had studied Persian home his early days; and 
while yet lad was sent Patna, not far off, learn 
Arabic. His master put him through course logic and 
geometry, using for the purpose Arabic translations Aris- 
totle and Euclid. Critics his writings have detected 
his methods thought the result this early training. 
The fallacies Hindu logic cannot long maintain their place 
mind thus disciplined. Contact with Muhammadanism, 
too, made him aware thing which Brahmans the 
old school are and this was the fact that there 
were other religions the world besides Hinduism, which 


The words which Ram Mahan Rai himself has recorded for his early 
history are well worth quoting here: ancestors were Brahmans high 
order, and from time immemorial were devoted the religious duties their 
race, down fifth progenitor, who about one hundred and forty years ago 
gave spiritual exercises for worldly pursuits and aggrandizement. His 
descendants ever since have followed his example, and, according the usual 
fate courtiers, with various success, sometimes rising honor, and sometimes 
falling sometimes rich and sometimes poor; sometimes exulting success, 
sometimes miserable through disappointment. But maternal ancestors be- 
ing the sacerdotal order profession well birth, and family 
than which none holds higher rank that profession, have, the present 
day, uniformly adhered life religious observances and devotion, preferring 
peace and tranquility mind the excitements ambition and all the allure- 
ments worldly grandeur. conformity with the usage paternal race, 
and the wish father, studied the Persian and Arabic languages; these 
being accomplishments indispensable those who attached themselves the 
courts the Muhammadan princes and, agreeably the usage mater- 
nal relations, devoted myself the study Sanskrit, and the theological 
works written it, which contain the body Hindu literature, law, and reli- 
gion.” From Letter the Athenaeum, Oct. 1833. order right un- 
derstanding this bit autobiography, must remembered that, though 
all Brahmans belong the priestly caste, they are not all any means actually 
priests. comparatively small number, matter fact, really devote 
themselves religious the majority, these degenerate days, following 
the example Ram Mahan Rai’s paternal ancestors, seek the alluring ways 
worldly ambition, honor, and wealth. 
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were, perhaps, not unworthy his Thus there was 
awakened within him searching and critical spirit re- 
ligious inquiry and Hindu once begins think and 
inquire, very soon ceases Hindu. often re- 
lapses into secularism. But Ram Mahan Rai had too devout 
soul for secularism must have religion and he, 
why not his countrymen? Hinduism was not good enough 
for him, how could good enough for them? 
became reformer. His progress was gradual. had 
early observed the diversity opinion among the different 
sects Hinduism. had sought unsuccessfully from 
his father the grounds his Unsatisfied, turned 
new investigations. the age sixteen composed 
paper, then suppressed (probably afterwards published), 
questioning the correctness the current Hinduism. 
his own euphemistic phrase, between his 
kindred and himself was the result this outspoken paper. 
found convenient absent himself for time from 
home; journeyed into Thibet study Buddhism. 
was seeking for truth; haply might find among the 
Thibetan followers Gautama; instead aroused their 
angry passions denying the divinity the Grand Llama. 
The enraged Buddhists seem have made his life burden 
tohim. any rate, the only pleasant recollections his 
stay which brought back with him were the kindness 

probable that the training thus given his mind acuteness and close 
reasoning, and the knowledge which acquired the Muhammadan religion 
from Musalmans whom esteemed, contributed cause that searching exam- 
ination the faith which was educated, which led him eventually the 
possible but that his mind must have been struck the simplicity the 
Muhammadan faith and worship; and any rate early revolted from the 
frivolous disgusting rites and ceremonies Hindu idolatry.”— Dr. Car- 
penter’s Review the Labors, Opinions, and Character Ram Mahan Rai, 
101. 

This most characteristic. The last thing which Hindu will give 
reason the faith that him. falls back custom. The tradition 
the elders his only and his sufficient plea. ancestors have always 


worshipped these gods this way what else can Are wiser than 
they?” Beyond this neither inquires nor explains. 
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the women, who protected the homeless young wanderer, 
when his ill-advised zeal had made the more polemical men 
his enemies. 

remained some two three years Thibet, during 
which time had undoubtedly sufficient opportunity for 
forming opinion popular Buddhism. risk little 
saying that this opinion was unfavorable. signs ap- 
pear his after life any appreciable influence exerted 
upon his character thoughts. doubtless saw, what 
any unbiassed observer would pretty sure see, that 
nothing could hoped for, either the way speculative 
truth practical reform, from Thibetan Buddhism. 

Returning India, was kindly received his father. 
resumed the study language, especially Sanskrit, 
and ancient Hinduism. frequently discussed religious 
matters with his father, but hesitated avow the scepticism 
which felt. Yet imagined that his father knew more 
than cared own his son’s opinions. 

the age twenty-two began the study English. 
first tried teach himself, and found had slow 
pupil; according the testimony English friend, 
the end five years could merely speak well enough 
understood upon the most common topics discourse 
but could not write with any degree The 
remarkable fluency and accuracy which finally acquired 
were due the assiduous application after Yet 
Bengalis are famous for the ease with which they learn our 
language, and for the general correctness, well the 


Ram Mahan Rai’s linguistic ability found larger scope than the mere mas- 
tery English. English gentleman (Mr. Arnot), who had acted his 
private secretary, says, was acquainted more less with ten languages 
Sanskrit, Arabic, Persian, Hindustani, Bengali, English, Hebrew, Greek, Latin, 
and French. The two first knew critically, the third, fourth, 
fifth, and sixth spoke and wrote fluently; the [seventh and] eighth, per- 
haps, his studies reading did not extend much beyond the originals the 
Christian Scriptures and the latter two his knowledge was apparently more 
limited though, show his unwearied industry, may noticed that had 
seriously resumed the study French the present Athenaenm, Oct. 


1883.] THE BRAHMA SAMAJ. 407 


particular pomposity, with which they use it. This one fault 
often makes their writings, even when composed with the 
most solemn intentions, ridiculous. The critical reader will 
notice traces even the pages our sober-minded 
scholar; and much more than traces the writings 
almost all educated natives Hindustan. Would that they 
were the only writers who sin this 

does not appear that Ram Mahan Rai made any plan 
religious reform, certainly announced none, until after the 
death his father 1803. Hindus have morbid dread 
offending their older relatives. Sometimes this trait ap- 
pears most amiable light sometimes merely covers 
certain weakness intellectual conviction and lack 
moral power. such weakness Ram Mahan Rai was not 
prone; but evidently dreaded his father’s anger. The 
reconciliation after his return from Thibet did not last long 
and there reason believe that his father’s death the 
young reformer found himself disinherited.2 But paternal 
opposition longer hindered him, and even disinherited, 
apparently came into possession the family wealth 
the death his two brothers, not many years later. was 
undoubtedly person means, for, order disseminate 
his views, printed large number books his own 
expense, and distributed many them gratuitously among 
his 


1Dr. Johnson must their favorite model. The fault alluded the 
natural result early training. Oriental writers consider pomposity and bom- 
bast the chief beauties style; they search for long words for hid treasures. 
The experience almost any young Indian missionary with his native teacher 
furnishes proof this remark. The sermons produced when the ambitious 
young theologian and the sesquipedalian teacher combine their resources are 
often remarkable compositions. 

Ram Mahan Rai condenses into half paragraph the painful history the 
years preceding his father’s death. ‘My continued with the 
Brahmans the subject their idolatry and superstition, and interference 
with their custom burning widows, and other pernicious practices, revived 
and increased their animosity against with renewed force; and, through 
their influence with family, father was again obliged withdraw his 
countenance openly, though his limited pecuniary support was still continued 
Letter the Athenaeum, quoted above. 

His wealth was the fruit part his own labors; was employed 
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His first book appeared shortly after his father’s death. 
was Persian, with Arabic preface. What could have 
induced him publish language for the most part 
unknown the very persons whom especially wanted 
get at, hard guess. Perhaps considered pru- 
dent mask his first assault long established usages 
the current orthodoxy under the convenient 
disguise half-known tongue. The title this book was, 
Against the Idolatry all Nations. was read spite 
being Persian, and excited such opposition that the 
author, 1814, removed Calcutta. Here 
the study English, took Latin, and pursued mathe- 
matics. bought house the eastern part the city 
one built European fashion, and surrounded garden. 
this house, early 1816, intelligent men his race, 
“of rank and opulence,” Dr. Carpenter observes, were 
wont meet for religious inquiry, and united species 
monotheistic worship.” This was the beginning the 
Brahma Samaj. 

Ram Mahan Rai now entered upon the busiest portion 
his life. began send forth from the press stream 
publications which ceased only when left Transla- 
tions and abridgments several languages ancient San- 
skrit works, tracts and controversial replies, followed one 
another rapid succession. First, translated his own 
hand into the Bengali and Hindustani tongues, the two 
most widely-used vernaculars Bengal, there appeared 
Vyas’ Vedant, The Resolution the Vedas.” Copies 
these translations, tells us, distributed free cost 
widely possible among his Next came 
abridgment the work; and this, its turn, was followed 
political capacity the Anglo-Indian Government during the years 1803-14. 


this way said have amassed fortune, yielding him annual income 
10,000 rupees, about $5,000. 


not know how many copies thus disposed but statement 
his own occurring his Second Defence Hindu Theism,” that had, 
the space twelve months, distributed nearly five hundred copies later 


publication amongst all classes Hindus, affords some indication the extent 
their circulation. 


| 
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English translation the abridgment, which appeared 
1816. was published, the author says, with 
proving his English friends the superstitious 
practices which deform the Hindu religion have nothing 
with the pure spirit its dictates.” After this appeared, 
Bengali and English, translation several portions 
Vedic literature. The first them, issued also 1816, 
was entitled, Translation the Cenaupanishad, one the 
Chapters the Sama Veda; according the Gloss the 
celebrated Shancaracharya: establishing the Unity and sole 
Omnipotence the Supreme Being: and that alone 
the Object Worship. 

This was intended but the beginning long series 
Vedic translations, whose object should prove 
his people that the original faith their fathers was mono- 
theistic. Circumstances which shall have occasion re- 
cord, interrupted the plan after the issue three four 
numbers. need not trouble the reader with the names 
and other details these several the translations, 
however, were accompanied with prefaces, which almost 
every case are interesting and For them 
reveals the motives which actuated him his work, and gives 
his inner man. Himself devout monotheist, was seek- 
ing for way lead his race similar faith. His studies 
had made him familiar with many passages Vedic litera- 
ture apparently inculcating that faith its purity. The dif- 
ference, nay, the chasm, separating the profound philosophy, 
the apparent monotheism, the Vedic and sub-Vedic writ- 
ings which are always, though often ignorantly, appealed 
both the fons origo and the standard Hinduism 
from the gross polytheism, the barbarous and degrading 
austerities, the debasing superstitions, the tedious ritual, 
the Hinduism which his parents and brothers practised, 


Any one who wishes know the nature modern Hinduism, and see 
its actual outcome the life and character its adherents, would well 
get hold these prefaces and read them. Several them can found the 
Library the Boston Athenaeum. 

XL. No. 159. 
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ever yawned before him. What better service was his 
power render his people, how more easily could 
turn them from belief many gods faith one, than 
proving them through translations from their own 
venerated scriptures, that the creed their ancestors and 
the most ancient teachings their religion were monothe- 
istic; and their adherence polytheism and idola- 
try, they were going contrary not only the practice, but 
also the most explicit teachings the sages and saints 
old? “My constant reflections,” says, the preface 
the abridgment the Vedanta already alluded to, the 
inconvenient, rather injurious, rites introduced the 
peculiar practice Hindu idolatry, which more than any 
other pagan worship destroys the texture society, together 
with compassion for countrymen, have compelled 
use every possible effort awaken them from their dream 
error; and making them acquainted with their scrip- 
tures, enable them contemplate, with true devotion, the 
unity and omnipresence nature’s God.” 

the introduction the translation the Ishupanishad, 
which appeared 1816, gives expression the grief 
with which has for many years contemplated the error 
his countrymen their attachment and tells 
how has been stimulated employ every means his 
power improve their minds, and lead them the knowl- 
edge purer system morality.” With this hope 
lays “before them genuine translations parts their 
scriptures, which inculcate not only the enlightened worship 
one God, but the purest principles morality.” And 
hopes that the minds Hindus may affected this 
means, and that they may rise complete perception 
and practice that grand and comprehensive moral princi- 
hensive statement his purpose these translations occurs 
the preface controversial paper published 1817: 


This expression, written him 1816, the first indication contained 
his writings, far know, that had ever read the New Testament, 
heard Jesus Christ. 
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have urged every work that have hitherto published, 
that the doctrines the unity God are real Hinduism.” 
His purpose was noble yet there can doubt 
but that had formed mistaken notion the drift and 
intent the very writings which confidently ap- 
pealed. Hindu though was, and thoroughly familiar with 
the Sanskrit must have been, yet the fact that 
Ram Mahan Rai did not understand the Vedas, and that 
grievously misapprehended the fundamental doctrine the 
Vedantic philosophy which founded upon them. This 
may seem strange; fact both true and natural. 
must remembered that European scholars had that 
time only begun, under the leadership Sir William Jones 
and Colebrook, those investigations early Sanskrit litera- 
ture which have already yielded rich fruit, and-from 
which much more may confidently expected. Since 
the days Ram Mahan Rai flood light has been turned 
upon subjects which were then hidden profound darkness. 
had better guides than the old-fashioned shastris, 
learned men Hindustan, filled undoubtedly with vast 
stores traditional erudition, but destitute the first glim- 
mer really critical knowledge, either the sacred books, 
which they could repeat heart, the Sanskrit language 
which they could, nevertheless, converse fluently. Hence 
not strange that Ram Mahan Rai received from his 
early teachers and studies exaggerated notion the ex- 
cellence the ancient Vedic faith. has long been 
question with Indian scholars the Vedas really mono- 
theistic their teaching; and the answer given Max 
Miiller, than whose opinion one’s will more readily 
received, that they are not exactly monotheistic, 
understand the word that is, they not inculcate worship 
one God the exclusion all other gods all times; 
but, use word coined Max the absence 
any other express the idea—they are 


Whenever one these individual gods invoked (in the Veda), they are 
not conceived limited the powers others, superior inferior rank. 


‘ 
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that is, they inculcate the worship one god time, who 
is, while addressed the worshipper, and his thought 
that moment, the one supreme God. Thus the same wor- 
shipper will sing hymns praise circle divinities 
turn, and each one them will successively ascribe the 
attributes sole and exclusive deity. The same phenome- 
non still noticeable Indian worship. But the amount 
critical knowledge seventy-five years ago was not sufficient 
enable our philanthropic scholar draw fine 
tion this between kathenotheism and monotheism proper. 
The undoubted fact that the Vedas not recognize idol 
worship, and that the worship they teach thus really, 
well apparently, much purer than that current Hindu- 
ism, wholly deceived Ram Mahan Rai the true charac- 
ter it, has deceived many others. 

Strange, therefore, the assertion may seem, still 
say with confidence that Ram Mahan Rai did not understand 
his own sacred books, and that mistook the character 
the religion which they embody. the same manner, also, 
and for the same reason, failed grasp the essential 
doctrine the so-called Vedantic philosophy. For proof 
appeal the preface his translation the Ishupanishad, 
where the misunderstanding crops out plainly enough. 
far from understanding the pantheism the Vedanta, 
did not even see that was pantheistic all. mistook 
the pantheistic unity God which teaches, for unity 
such the Christian scriptures teach opposition the 
gross polytheism heathenism. own idea God was 
correct and orthodox; erred reading the true and 
Each god the mind the suppliant good all gods. felt, the 
time, real supreme and absolute,— without suspicion 
those limitations which, our mind, plurality gods must entail every 
single god. All the rest disappear for moment from the vision the poet, 
and only who fulfil their desires stands full light before the eyes the 
worshippers. .... would easy find the numerous hymns the Veda, 
passages which almost every important deity represented supreme and 
must have name for it, should call Kathenotheism.” 


Muller’s Chips from German Workshop, Vol. pp. 27, 28; see also Miiller’s 
Hibbert Lectures, pp. 285 ff. 
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elevated conception his own mind into the Vedanta, in- 
stead detecting there the pantheism which really 
Now the fundamental idea the Vedantic philosophy, 
briefly stated, that all, and all but, 
says Ram Mahan Rai, (preface the Ishupanishad, xvii), 
“the fact is, that the Vedanta declaring that ‘God 
everywhere and everything God,’ means that nothing 
absent from God and nothing bears real existence except 
the volition God, whose existence the sole support 
the conceived existence the universe, which acted 
upon him the same manner human body 
soul. But God the same time quite different from 
what see the only trouble that the 
Vedanta means nothing the kind. fact would 
difficult express few words more wholly false idea 
this famous philosophy than that. Thus with concep- 
tions radically wrong, though with the utmost sincerity, 
undertook lead his countrymen back from their present. 
degraded and degrading Hinduism the apparent 
ism and better faith the earlier times. 

respect the courage and zeal the reformer’s heart 
regret the mistake his mind. And that mistake was 
twofold. erred, have seen, his view what the 
Vedic writings really teach about God; erred again 
supposing that making his people Vedists would 
doing them any real and lasting good. Could but have 
perceived it, was hopeless, impossible, task from the 
very first. The Brahma Samaj has since perceived it, and 
has succeeded just the extent that has acted the 
perception. The fact is, and now almost self- 
evident, the Hinduism to-day has come from the pure 

This fault was pointed out the time, though connection with another 
Ram Mahan Rai’s works. writer the Missionary Register (Church 
England), reviewing his translation the Vedanta, says, piece discovers 
little else than discernment the folly the vulgar belief his country 
and subtle, but unsuccessful attempt put good meaning the absurd 
statements its more ancient and refined Quoted Miss Carpenter 


from the Missionary Register for Sept. 1816. 
See the Bibliotheca Sacra, July 1882, 587. 
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Vedism thirty centuries ago process direct and 
inevitable that which brings crocodile out its mother’s 
egg. not strange that Ram Mahan Rai failed per- 
ceive this fact. contemplated the Vedic faith itself 
alone, apart from its historic development and more 
realized from this inspection what the consequent devel- 
opment must the germ within, than boy simply 
looking crocodile’s egg would able describe the 
vicious character the reptile which would produced 
from it. Now the true way reform the crocodile not 
thrust him again into the egg and hatch him over again, 
Ram Mahan Rai tried with Hinduism, but intro- 
duce some new principle life into his corrupt and depraved 
nature. with Hinduism. reformer undertakes 
force his people back the original condition thoughts 
their ancestors, and set the process development going 
again from the old sources and the former lines, must 
expect get the same result. The nature the seed has 

not changed all, and will give rise just the same tree, 
animal, religion, the second time that did the first. 
If, then, our mistaken reformer had succeeded his effort 
re-establish the early Vedic faith, his success would have 
been failure; for what really wanted was win 
Hindus belief and worship one personal 
was only because misunderstood Vedism that sought 
use Vedism means his end. 

would naturally supposed that his use the old 
standards Hinduism and his repeated appeals Vedantic 
philosophy the basis his own measures would have 
commended his cause the minds and hearts all Hindus. 
Probably was with this expectation that endeavored 
pillar the society which established the ancient 
scriptures. so, was disappointed. The effect the 
people large was precisely contrary what might have 
been anticipated, and which doubtless did anticipate. 
The clouds persecution soon gathered over the head 
the bold innovator. His father had felt doubts his 
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orthodoxy with the other members the family those 
doubts had become certainty. The entire Brahmanical com- 
munity was interested putting down dangerous revo- 
lutionist. one his prefaces, writes: however, 
the beginning pursuits, met with the greatest opposition 
from their self-interested leaders, the Brahmans, and was 
deserted nearest relations; and consequently felt 
extremely melancholy.” man’s foes shall they 
his own household. His father had disinherited but 
his father was dead. Now his turned against him, 
and that too with bitterness.2 But the opposition which 


The later history this woman interesting. his early days,” writes 
Dr. Lant Carpenter his Review the Labors, etc., Ram Mohun Roy, 
“his mother was woman fine understanding but, through the influence 
superstitious bigotry, she had been among his most bitter opponents. He, 
however, manifested warm and affectionate attachment towards her; and 
was with glistening eye that told she had ‘repented’ her conduct 
towards him. Though convinced that his doctrines were true, she could not 
throw off the shackles idolatrous customs. ‘Rammohun,’ she said him, 
before she set out her last pilgrimage Jaggannath, where she died, you 
are right; but weak woman, and grown too old give these ob- 
servances, which are comfort She maintained them with the most 
self-denying devotion. She would not allow female servant accompany 
her, any other provision made for her comfort even support for her 
journey and when Jaggannath, she engaged sweeping the temple the 
idol. There she spent the remainder her life— nearly year not more; 
and there she died.” The words this woman her son, above quoted, are 
most characteristic Hindus. They will assent the most uncompromising 
statements the futility Hindu formalism, they will even occasion quote 
proverbs, which are really popular verdicts against the entire system pilgrim- 
ages and austerities which their religion assures them salvation gained, 
and still continue practising the very things whose futility they are apparently 
willing concede, not profoundly convinced of. custom rather than 
conviction that binds the Hindu his Hinduism. The words Ram Mahan 
Rai’s mother are almost the identical words which the writer himself has heard 
many case from the mouth common, sometimes even intelligent Hin- 
dus, excuse for their persistent practice idolatry and confessedly useless 
ritual. 

fact, and not singular fact, that the most virulent opposition 
converts India, well the most effective, comes from the mothers. The 
annals all our mission stations could supply abundant instances this. 
Yet the opposition the mother more apt than that the father pass off 
with time. young Brahman was converted about twenty-five years ago 
Western India; remained for many years the same town his parents 
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assailed him was means confined members his 
own family. mentions, the extract quoted above, that 
self-interested Brahmans. They publicly charged him 
with rashness, self-conceit, arrogance, and impiety.” Every 
effort was made turn him out caste. Legal proceedings 
were begun against him. His nephews were among thie 
instigators, and English lawyer said (though, judge, 
inadequate, least uncertain, grounds) have been 
retained against him during the earlier progress the case. 
These proceedings are thought Dr. Carpenter have 
continued for several years. The object them was great 
part, undoubtedly, annoy him, but ostensiby and ultimately 
deprive him caste, and thus his patrimonial inheri- 
tance, and the means carry his reform. But 
“through his profound acquaintance with Hindu says 
Dr. Carpenter, baffled the efforts his interested ene. 
mies, and proved the courts justice that had not 
forfeited his rights.” The expense which was subjected, 
however, was course great. 

few words here will suffice show once the animus 
and occasion the Brahmanical opposition Ram Mahan 
Rai, well the principles which himself was 
actuated. appeared not Hinduism, but 
the present Hinduism; did not work against the 
religion his countrymen, but against its modern perversion 
and degradation. His first effort was lead the people back 
the religion their ancestors, not away from it. Usage, 
immemorial tradition, custom,—these are the most sacred 
authorities and sources all religion and duty. Our re- 
former did not seek contravene and subvert these, but show 
the people what the original and most authoritative tradition 


but his father has never spoken him since his baptism. The young man’s 
mother, however, though equally bitter and determined her opposition first, 
has since far relented receive secret visits from him her house, and 
even give him water from the drinking vessels used the other members 
the family thing which, known, would secure her prompt exclusion from 
caste, and probably entail fine, certainly expensive process purification, 
upon the entire family. 
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and usage and custom really Yet this was im- 
plicitly cast aspersions upon all for recent 
custom and remote custom are variance,—and they very 
frequently are, the Hindu to-day follows recent custom. 
Present Hinduism supported the consensus later, not 
earlier, opinion appeals chiefly the authority the 
last eight ten hundred years. professedly derived 
from the Vedas, which were written thirty centuries ago; 
really founded upon the Puranas, which were written ten 
The Psalms David and the Acta Sanctorum 
are not more unlike; but the Brahmans and the religious 
teachers the present time are committed the main- 
tenance Hinduism this craft they have their 
wealth. show the divergence between modern practice 
and ancient principle treason. Their own interests are 
involved the superstitions, the alms-giving, the pilgrimages, 
the temple gifts, the offerings, the feeding Brahmans, and 
other profitable exercises, that they would about soon see 
their people all turn Christians relapse into Vedism.? 
Now Ram Mahan Rai was foe the present customs 
their land and people. mattered nothing that his reform 
was inspired knowledge their most ancient books. 
was opposition, for all that, the religion the people 
they then understood and practised it. such the 
Brahmans met with counter-opposition. Their antago- 
nism was even more bitter than that with which they would 
have responded the efforts Christian missionaries. 
For, they would have argued, missionaries another religion 


quote here Ram Mahan Rai’s own words: The ground which took 
all controversies was not that Brahmanism, but per- 
version it; and endeavored show that the idolatry the Brahmans was 
contrary the practice their ancestors, and the principles the ancient 
books and authorities which they profess revere and obey.” Letter the 
Athenaenm, already referred to. 

There India at.the present time reformer the name Dayananda 
Saraswati Swami. trying over again Ram Mahan Rai’s experiment 
converting Hindus the original Vedism. missionary the gospel has 
provoked fiercer Brahmanical opposition, come any nearer real persecu- 
tion than he. 
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opposing are acting according the teachings their 
own faith, and are doing right; their religious duty 
oppose us. But this man doing violence his own 
religion contradicting every principle action which 
ought hold sacred; traitor arising within the 
camp. And they hated him with greater hatred than 
they did the Christians, for the same reason and the same 
way that Americans hate Benedict Arnold, but respect Lord 

This explains the nature and the reason the opposition 
which our reformer encountered. easy see, also, 
why was anxious maintain his caste standing. His 
biographers state that was quite careful avoid every- 
thing which his eager and unscrupulous enemies could have 
made lawful ground exclusion from caste. The success 
with which did this can inferred from the miscarriage 
the legal proceedings begun against him. never laid 
aside the sacred thread wherewith, the age eight years, 
according the religious customs his people, had been 
solemnly invested. Most likely observed the minute rules 
regarding food, dress, intercourse with low-caste persons, 
and many other little things, departure from which involves 
caste censure degradation.? subjected this 

Mahan Rai bore his troubles with great fortitude. taking the 
path which conscience and sincerity direct,” wrote the high-minded man, 
born Brahman, have exposed myself the complainings and reproaches even 
some relations, whose prejudices are strong, and whose temporal advan- 
tage depends upon the present system. But these, however accumulated, can 
tranquilly bear trusting that day will arrive when humble endeavors will 
viewed with justice perhaps acknowledged with gratitude. any rate, 
whatever men may say, cannot deprived this consolation: motives 
are acceptable that Being, who beholds secret and compensates openly.” 
Preface English Translation Abridgment the Vedanta (1816), iii. 
When leaving Calcutta, 1830, charged his sons forget the part which 
their cousins had taken the lawsuits against himself. 

continued this careful observance caste rules, which his heart 
must have thoroughly despised, even England. retained his rank, and 
the very last was habitually careful while our country avoid every- 
thing that could construed into act exposing him loss caste, and 


was constantly attended upon Brahman, who would course report infringe- 
ments regulations. ..... His motive this was not any lingering attachment 
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petty tyranny not because believed its necessity, 
respected its authority, but for nobler reasons. the 
Brahmans became Brahman, that might gain the 
Brahmans. Members that caste, again, are the recog- 
nized and lawful religious teachers the people. They 
alone have access the Vedas. From time immemorial have 
they been the depositaries all religious lore and authority. 
They only are the ultimate judges all cases religious 
dispute. Pius himself was not less liable err than 
they, when they speak cathedra. thought Ram 
Mahan Rai, words and teachings can but the 
people stamped with the seal Brahmanic origin and 
influence, they will with power. Brahman has spoken 
and must believed. So, the means 
wide acceptance among his countrymen, and hearty faith 
what said, jealously maintained his caste, and pre- 
served the sanctity his Brahmanism. Again may 
doubt his wisdom and the propriety his means; but 
respect the man, and pure and lofty aims. 

The earliest investigations this Indian scholar had em- 
braced Hinduism, Muhammadanism, and Buddhism. 
one these brought rest his devout and inquiring mind. 
what way what time first became acquainted with 
Christianity cannot say. was certainly long before 
the year 1817; for that year edition his Abridg- 
ment the Vedanta” was brought out London, the 
preface which Ram Mahan Rai writes follows 

consequence long and uninterupted researches 
into religious truth has been, that have found the doctrines 
Christ more conducive moral principles, and better adapted 
for the use rational beings, than any other which have come 
knowledge and have also found Hindus general 
more superstitious and miserable, both performance 


the superstitions his country, early associations, but desire avoid 
everything which might impair his usefulness among his countrymen, diminish 
the influence his Miss Last Days England 
Rammohun Roy (1866), 67. 
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their religious rites and their domestic concerns, than 
the rest the known nations the earth.” 

This means the only evidence that Christianity 
had aroused this profoundly religious soul new and 
better experience. His whole after life bears witness the 
power Jesus Christ. There was the model his charac- 
ter. The precepts Jesus were his rule action, and the 
spirit Christ that with which strove filled himself. 
was from Christian sources that was drawn the life-blood 
his new reform. The study the Bible had first opened 
his eyes that view the person and character the one 
God, which straightway persuaded himself, and tried 
persuade others, was found the Upanishads the Vedas.? 
took the study Christianity thoroughly and wisely. 
Perplexed the diversity current theological teaching, 
went once the original authorities. engaged 
Jewish Rabbi teach him Hebrew; and with the assistance 
Rev. Mr. Adam the Baptist mission Calcutta, 
studied Thus read the Bible the 
thing which native Christian then could do, and only 
handful now. His mind was deeply stirred. Translations 
from the Sanskrit were time discontinued, and the efforts 
reform Hinduism the lines ancient Vedism were 
gradually abandoned. find him instead, though not 
clergyman, that preferred Christianity all other relig- 
ions, and would certainly embrace it, were not for the 
doctrine the find him soon after, January, 

Quoted Dr. Carpenter’s Review the Labors, etc., Rammohun Roy, 

light which obtained from these studies (of the Christian Scrip- 
tures) enabled him reeognize the doctrine which pervaded the ancient theolo- 
gical writings his nation the existence one God, the maker and preserver 
the universe.” Biography prefixed Precepts Jesus” (London ed., 
1834), ix. 

His influence his teacher was greater than that the teacher him; 
for Mr. Adam soon announced himself Unitarian. The news this conver- 


sion was received with great satisfaction the Unitarians England, among 
whom excited expectations which the event hardly justified. 
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1817, informing the same person was now the 
way ascertaining whether the doctrine the Trinity 
not the doctrine the New Testament; for that 
and twenty other learned Brahmans had determined sit 
down and study the Gospels with the greatest possible atten- 
tion and impartiality, order discover their real meaning 
and did not think possible that twenty serious and im- 
partial inquirers, who sought after nothing but truth, and who 
earnestly implored divine illumination and direction, would 
became Unitarian not, indeed, formal profession 
his faith such, which never made, either then 
thereafter but everything save name and form was 
claimed Unitarian those familiar with Yet his 
notions were tinged with the results his earlier studies, 
and felt the influence the Oriental doctrines which had 
imbibed from the pages Vyas and Muhammad. The 
Gospels Jesus had, may sure, the first place his 
heart; yet could not unmindful that both the 
Upanishads, Manu, and the Quran, had found what 
considered worthy statements doctrine. 
declined unite himself formally with the Unitarians 
stood broader ground; maintained the unity 
God which the sacred books Hindus, Musalmans, Jews, 
and agreed.” sought eclectic; and 
made Manu and Moses, Jesus Christ and Muhammad the 
prophets the faith preached. Yet spite such pro- 
fessions, whatever was vital his own experience was 
Christian. turned the Gospels because (to quote his 
own words) was “disgusted with the puerile and un- 
sociable system Hindu idolatry, and dissatisfied the 
cruelty allowed Musalmanism against non-Musalmans 

Miss Carpenter’s Last Days England Rammohun Roy, 29. 

See account the Athenaeum, Oct. 1833, Thenceforward the Rajah 
gave his whole support the views this —the Unitarian. the 
Monthly Repository, xvii. 684, has been led reading and thinking 
quit Hinduism his search after truth, and embrace Christianity according 


the Unitarian scheme.” 
Second Appeal (ed. 1834), 22. 
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and that which drew him Christianity was nothing but 
the sublimity the precepts Jesus,” which excited his 
veneration for the Author this 

Having been thus profoundly affected himself the char- 
acter and precepts Jesus Christ, not strange that 
tried make his countrymen feel the force the same 
influences. This effort resulted the publication, 1820, 
book which may safely characterize as, all things 
considered, the most remarkable volume ever published 
modern India. And yet was nothing but abridgment 
the four Gospels. bore the title, The Precepts 
Jesus, the Guide Peace and Happiness.” The book con- 
tained all the discourses Jesus, the words our Au- 
thorized Version, and nothing more, save short preface. 
commending the words our Lord the attention, the 
admiration, and the obedience the editor’s countrymen. 
There word comment; the editor even made 
attempt means running titles, indexes, divisions 
any kind whatever, indicate the reader where any par- 
ticular precept discourse could found. This, however, 
quite accordance with the ideas about editing entertained 
natives India. The extracts are simply strung together 
according the order which the English Bible gives them. 
They begin with the Sermon the Mount, found Mat- 
thew, and end with portion the fifteenth chapter John. 
account the crucifixion given, any miracle our 
Lord, since these are not embraced his discourses. The 
significant feature the publication not all the skill 
want skill with which was edited, the effect pro- 
duced the people, which was the wisdom 
putting forth the sayings our Lord this manner, but 
the design and intent Ram Mahan Rai himself. Here was 
native India, Brahman the Brahmans, nursed 
Hinduism, familiar with other Oriental religions, deeply read 
Vedic lore, spontaneously turning Christianity 
tracted, indeed, the the teachings its 


Second Appeal (ed. 1834), 77. 
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founder and the veneration which they had inspired his 
the means elevating his nation, and bringing 
them the worship the one true had never 
offered such tribute Jesus Christ before. 

The book originally published was accompanied two 
translations the same volume one Sanskrit, and the 
other Bengali. Little can said the success the 
book there evidence that had any. upon 
the Hindu community large can traced may 
have been helpful those who were associated with the 
reformer his plans, and the new style worship which 
was beginning practise but even this there nothing 
that can quoted proof. The most striking and only tan- 
gible effect the book was different and less agreeable 
nature than that desired the publisher. attracted the 
attention and aroused the ire the Baptist missionaries 
Serampore. They were men whose exalted character, high 
attainments, and earnest labors have won for them place 
secure and high among Indian philanthropists. Unfortu 
nately they failed discern the purity Ram Mahan Rai’s 
intentions. They failed see, many good men like 
cases have, that loving sympathy with sincere inquirer, and 
appreciation the imperfect truth which had 
thus far attained, would avail much attract him their 
larger truth, and bind him friendship themselves 
while hostile dialectics and bitter words and abusive criticism 
would only drive him into the ranks their foes, and deepen 
his belief error thrusting upon him the work de- 
fending it. They assailed his publication with unbecoming 
asperity they spoke its editor, both unkindly and untruly, 

His preface remarkable quote few lines: This simple code 
religion and morality admirably calculated elevate men’s ideas 
high and liberal notions one God, who has equally subjected all living crea- 
tures, without distinction caste, rank, wealth, change, disappointment, 
pain, and death, and has equally admitted all partakers the bountiful 
mercies which has lavished over nature, and also well fitted regulate 
the conduct the human race the discharge their various duties God, 


themselves, and society, that cannot hope the best effects from its 
promulgation the present form.” vii. 


4 
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They objected his book mutilating the 
Gospels, and especially because omitted the accounts the 
miracles and death our Lord. But the preface had given 
the reason for leaving out these narratives. was not that 
the compiler did not believe did believe them 
but, his own words, and some other pas- 
sages are liable the doubts and disputes freethinkers 
and anti-Christians, especially miraculous relations, which 
are much less wonderful than the fabricated tales handed 
down the natives Asia, and consequently would apt 
least carry little weight with them. the contrary, 
moral doctrines, tending evidently the maintenance the 
peace and harmony mankind large, are beyond the 
reach metaphysical perversion, and intelligible alike the 
learned and the 

Now, perhaps these arguments are not conclusive, but they 
are certainly weighty. Instead contemptuous rejection 
they were worthy respectful consideration, and the spirit 
with which they wére put forward was evidently that sin- 
cerity and reverence. the unfortunate strictures the 
Serampore missionaries Ram Mahan Rai replied, pam- 
entitled Appeal the Christian Public Defence 
the Precepts Silence under such circum- 
stances may wise; but hardly expected any 
one, and least all from Bengali. long controversy 
ensued. The Appeal was answered from Serampore that 
called forth the Second and the reply that pro- 
voked Final Appeal. Thus his own part the argument 
was increased five hundred goodly octavo pages. 
unnecessary into the details the subject here. Those 
who are curious can read the original documents for them- 
selves; doubt they read can only, 

Preface Precepts, vi. 

The discussion shortly developed into argument the divinity 
Christ. The original issues were wholly lost sight after the first few pages. 
Ram Mahan Rai’s arguments afford excellent evidence the thoroughness and 


diligence with which had pursued his studies, well valuable indications 
his own religious growth and experience. His pages bristle with Greek and 
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passing, express our regret the uncharitable and un- 
seemly bigotry which, under the respectable guise fidelity 
truth, mars the character and injures the usefulness 
some such excellent men the Serampore missionaries. 
How often has the church had occasion bewail the mistaken 
zeal, the unchristian bitterness, and the intemperate violence 
her own defenders! the Christian intellect impervious 
the great moral truth inculcated the good old fable 
the traveller, the sun, and the north wind 


Hebrew quotations, which marshals with the skill theological veteran. 
His position exactly that the early appeals the Bible 
the infallible standard truth, with implicit confidence its words, which 
could hardly surpassed the most devout believer verbal inspiration. 
The exegetical skill and learning which displays are remarkable, considering 
the education which had-had, though, hardly need remark, the scholar 
to-day would not turn his pages for new light the subject under discus- 
sion. Neither, fear, would one gain much satisfaction from the orthodox 
party. Evidently the latter had found his Indian antagonist foeman worthy 
his steel. The great pity that the steel was bared the first place. The 
controversy, Ram Mahan Rai pathetically remarks his preface the 
Final Appeal, had occasioned coolness towards him, the demeanor 
some whose friendship hold very dear,” and also occupied his attention 
wholly prevent him, for the space three years, from continuing the pub- 
lications which had designed for the benefit his countrymen. Still his con- 
science, declared, fully sustained him his efforts defend what con- 
sidered truth. our opinion his time, and that the Serampore missionary, 
might have been passed far greater advantage some other way. The chief 
effect the controversy, far can see, was cause great joy among 
English Unitarians the sudden uprising this new champion unex- 
pected quarter. Soconvinced was Ram Mahan Rai, both his own contro- 
versional ability, and the chances usefulness which public discussion the 
Trinity afforded, that challenged the missionaries enter into argument 
with him, conducted short monthly papers (twelve sixteen pages 
each length), one each side the question, which Ram Mahan Rai offered 
print and circulate his own expense. His plan was take each month 
separate book the Bible, and see what taught the subject 
Happily the missionaries had the wisdom decline the challenge. 

The postscript letter written Ram Mahan Rai Rev. Mr. Rees, 
Unitarian clergyman England 1824, gives good indication his own 
feelings towards his antagonists, feelings which was careful not express 
more public manner: From pamphlet published neighbor mine, 
you will perceive what degree ridicule the Trinitarian preachers have 
brought the religion they profess among the enlightened natives India. 
hope God these missionaries may length have their eyes opened see 
their own errors.” Monthly Repository, xix. 682. 
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The Final Appeal was issued 1823. Useless the 
controversy was directly furthering the object which lay 
nearest the reformer’s heart, must yet have exercised 
small influence his own religious experience com- 
pelling his attention dwell long and exclusively 
the Christian Scriptures. Appeals bear unconscious 
witness the closeness his study. the Bible 
had supplanted Manu. nowhere 
abandons but they are now tacitly ignored. 
mightier than they had cast them out. Ram Mahan Rai had 
outrun Vedism. drew daily nearer yet 
persistently maintained his caste observances, and declined 
doubtless felt that could more powerfully influence his 
countrymen remaining was, visibly one them. 
the case one who had dared and done and suffered 
much, were alike unnecessary and ungenerous suggest 
any lower motive for his decision; but doctrinal considera- 
tions would have prevented him from joining any other than 
the Unitarian church. 

the year Ram Mahan Rai sailed for England. 
had long been his dearly cherished purpose take this 
voyage. wanted study for himself, upon the spot, the 
civilization Christian land, and see what could 
gain from contact with which might persuade India 
accept. had time hoped make arrangements 
for studying Oxford Cambridge, order that might 
return Bengal with more thorough scholarly equipment. 
Many things conspired hinder his departure for England. 
himself tells that waited until the movement 
which had devoted his life should far advanced 
render his absence possible without detriment it. There 
were also other reasons for delay; but all obstacles were 
last removed. Sailing landed Liverpool 


less person than the English Bishop Calcutta, that time Dr. Mid- 
was one those urging baptism upon him. Bishop Middleton more 
than once invited Ram Mahan Rai meet him for religious conversation, and 
the reformer cherished sincere esteem for the bishop’s character. 
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April 1831. The details his life England are not 
necessary our present purpose. was not long 
for after few months activity was seized with fever, 
and died Bristol, September 27, 1833. 

this English visit that owe our best impressions 
and our fullest knowledge his religious character. 
became acquainted England with many who were pro- 
foundly interested him, and cherished deep sympathy 
for the work India which had begun; they have left 
their opinion him, and pleasant notice 
the respect and admiration which everywhere excited. 
was impossible much his company, said one, without 
feeling assured that had not only received religion into 
his head, but that pervaded his heart. Love God and 
man, truth and righteousness, says Dr. Carpenter, was 
the ruling disposition his heart, and the law his life. 
short, all who came contact with him were impressed 
the purity and nobility his character, and his entire 
devotion philanthropic objects. His devoutness life 
was equally noticeable. The perusal Scripture was his 
constant practice. led prayerful life, and during his 
last illness was observed much engaged secret prayer. 
Though Unitarian belief, refrained, even England, 


from connecting himself with any church that 


tion, but declared friend that his heart was with the 
Unitarians.” cherished sincere belief the authority 
the Bible, and have seen him appealing it, 
authoritative standard, theological controversy. be- 
lieved the miracles our prophecy and its fulfil- 
ment; and the resurrection from the dead, proved 
that the Saviour. this last point the evidence the 
heartiness and warmth his belief very gratifying. 
his general religious views, Dr. Jerrard, the principal 
Bristol College, had conversation with him shortly before 
his death, did also the famous John Foster; and the im- 
pression which these conversations left their minds was 
summed the former the following words 
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Rajah Ram Mahan Rai expressed his belief 
the divine authority Jesus Christ, inspired teacher 
righteousness and accredited messenger from God. 

explicitly declared that believed the miracles 
Christ generally, and particularly his resurrection, 
which said was the foundation the Christian faith, and 
the great fact which rested his own hopes 
resurrection.” 

may term him what you says Dr. Carpen- 
ter, his address after his death, have hesitation 
saying that was Christian.” not see how any 
one can dispute it. 

The question will now and its answer 
will devote few paragraphs what was the result this 
good man’s life and labors? Did see any degree the 
fulfilment his hopes? Were his countrymen profoundly 
affected his influence was only earnest though 
not judicious skilful laborer, building the dark, 
knew not how, and accomplishing results, all, 
rather blundering upon them through what some would 


good luck, than the fruit wise and well-directed 


effort? Certainly would reason for censuring the 
man were the latter true. was pioneer; had 
guides. His were the first footsteps the wide and untried 
fields Indian reform. certainly succeeded found- 
ing society which still and late has filled wider 
angle men’s vision than ever before. The Brahma Samaj 
due Ram Mahan Rai’s though the tender plant 
has been nurtured other hands. 

any results his own lifetime, very hard 
speak with confidence. has always been hard, even 
these days government returns and minute statistics, 
learn the actual numerical following the Samaj. Seventy- 
five years ago effort was made; and are left simply 
the guesses unofficial observers and critics. The father 
the Samaj himself seldom speaks definitely about its size 
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number,” who embraced his views. For instance, the 
letter the Athenaeum, from which have already quoted 
much, writes: refrained from carrying this inten- 
tion (of visiting England) into effect until friends, who 
coincided sentiments, should increased number 
and strength. expectations having length been real- 
ized, November 1830, embarked for England.” This 
indicates some degree size and stability his society, yet 
cannot help wishing that had been trifle more ex- 
plicit the size his expectations.” 

his early success wrote the same letter: Not- 
withstanding the violence the opposition and resistance 
opinions, several highly respectable persons, both among 
own relations and others, began adopt the same 
sentiments.” 

1816 says: “It with ordinary feeling 
satisfaction that have already seen many respectable per- 
sons countrymen, the great disappointment their 
interested spiritual guides, rise superior their original 
prejudices, and inquire into the truths This 
all have from him. 

Examining some the statements made others his 
success, find enthusiastic writer the Missionary 
Register the Church England stating, 1816, that his 
followers were estimated nearly five hundred. This looks 
like exaggeration; more sober estimates simply say 
several.” 1818 European observer, and editor 
Calcutta newspaper, wrote that Ram Mahan Rai first gained 
over dozen his countrymen, all distinguished for their 

rank and opulence,” and they helped him found sect,” 
which that time, numbered, thought, about thousand. 
This was evidently guess for 1825, Sismondi says, His 
flock small, but increases 

Yet, even the actual number enrolled followers was 
not and the absence more definite information 


Introduction the Translation the Cena Upanishad, iii. 
Monthly Repository, xx. 67. 
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than any that now given, which, may add, all that 
have been able discover, can only infer that was 
not, started streams influence and exerted power 
the intelligent portion his countrymen which was destined 
bear fruit after had gone. once modestly expressed 
the hope that day would come when his humble endeavors 
would viewed with justice perhaps acknowledged with 
gratitude.” That day has come. Ram Mahan Rai held 
high and grateful esteem all thinking men his own 
There may honest doubt whether the Brahma 
Samaj destined prolonged life and abundant usefulness 
yet one can study its history without conceiving 
admiration for the courage and purity and sincerity its 
founder, who, according the best his ability and the 
light that was given him, did what could. 

must not supposed, because have spoken Ram 
Mahan Rai only religiousr eformer, that was not in- 
terested general philanthropy. have confined our 
review his life one aspect his character, was 
necessary for the purposes this article, and one depart- 
ment his labors, which was, indeed, the most extensive 
and the most important. more complete notice his life 
than ours can be, which seeks describe him only his 
relations certain religious movement, would recount the 

Yet all efforts commemorate any fitting manner his life and character 
have ended failure. few years since some members the Brahma Samaj, 
thinking rightly that the republication his works would constitute the most 
appropriate memorial him, formed plan for the purpose. prospectus was 
issued, and subscribers solicited. But nothing ever came it. With all their 
reverence for the past, Hindus are singularly destitute the historic faculty. 
Antiquity general way deeply reverenced but all monuments antiquity 
are allowed crumble dust and forgotten without effort preserve 
them, thought their interest and value. Similarly, the idea any visible 
memorial historic character wholly the Indian mind. They 
not build tombs even, mark the resting-place their illustrious dead fact, 
their burned, and not buried. If, the case very rare exceptions, 
the body some great saint buried, and sort rude tomb erected, soon 
allowed fall into disgraceful ruin. Nothing can excecd the calm indifference 
with which the people India allow their national heroes “melt into the 


infinite azure the past.” Their attitude towards the past most paradoxical 
they both worship and forget it. 
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wide scope and diverse nature his beneficent labors. 
can only briefly allude some the things did; but the 
mere enumeration will illustrate the width his sympathies, 
and the practical character his multiform benevolence. 
very early period began oppose the cruelties en- 
joined modern Hinduism the name religion. This 
opposition was continued throughout his life. The cele- 
brated Hindu reformer, Ram Mahan Rai,” says paragraph 
quoted the Monthly Repository “has held 
monthly public meetings Calcutta, for the purpose 
freely discussing the tenets his religion, and exposing the 
cruelties practised under Especially did the burning 
widows excite his indignation and least three publica- 
tions, one them dated 1818, argued against it.2 was 
this interference with the rite Sati which did much 
arouse the early enmity the Brahmans. The complete 
abolition this outrageous custom was due part his per- 
sistent endeavors. present legal status Indian women 
also demanded his and published treatise 
comparing their condition under modern Hindu law with the 
privileges they enjoyed former times. pitied the igno- 
rance the children; relieve it, founded schools 
Calcutta, and put himself much expense keep them up. 
some these schools English was taught. For number 
years carried weekly journal Persian. The 
object and character this paper have not seen anywhere 
distinctly stated. Perhaps was partly religious. was 
suspended 1823, when its editor became discouraged 
the press much more rigorous than they are 
now. This fact would hint pretty decided political bias 
his Persian weekly. The experience with his paper made 
him firm friend the liberty the native press, which 
advocated able memorial the privy council and 
but few days before the patriot reformer was laid.to rest 

usual, appealed the original records Hinduism, and undertook 


show (what undoubtedly true) that the practice burning widows not 
enjoined the earlier writings. 
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his English grave, Lord Metcalf (then Governor General) 
had the courage and the statesmanship unloose the shackles 
which fettered the free expression Ram Mahan 
Rai was careful student all public questions, particularly 
those affecting the welfare his native land; during his 
stay England gave valuable evidence before committee 
the House Commons, which was then considering the 
question granting new charter the East India Com- 
also wrote topics connected with Indian 
istration. One his papers described the. working the 
high court Calcutta; another contained powerful argu- 
ment against the government monopoly Indian nor 
were his patriotic and sensible views other subjects con- 
cealed. Though his English visit was not planned with refer- 
ence any political duty, yet consented act agent 
England for the princes impotent and degen- 
erate descendants Tamerlane, Akbar, and Aurangzib, 
—who considered that they had claim against the East 
India Company, and were very glad avail themselves his 
services urging it. They gave him firman the compli- 
mentary title Raja. The company declined admit the 
validity either his title his office, though the British 
government recognized both. Ram Mahan Rai’s political 
services and abundant labors the field general philan- 
throphy are not widely remembered to-day, the reason not 
that they were either few feeble, but that they are eclipsed 
his more important work the direction religious reform. 

The feeble government Lord Lytton sought reimpose the hard condi- 
tions censorship. But great was the general indignation, that the Native 
Press Act 1878, though passed, remained almost wholly dead letter, during 
the remaining years that Viceroy’s vicious and servile rule. was repealed 
soon could with decency when the government England and India 


passed, 1880, from Beaconsfield’s unscrupulous clique, into stronger and 


nobler hands. 
(To continued.) 
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the books the Old Testament began subjected 
the universally valid principles scientific investigation, 
and the connections the oldest civilized peoples 
traced, the inquiry after the origin the accounts found 
the first nine chapters Genesis relating the primitive 
history mankind has been repeatedly agitated. Resem- 
blances these materials, some them quite striking, 
can numerously cited the literatures and traditions 
other nations. first was the myths and traditions 
the classical nations that were adduced for comparison. 
Afterwards, when the Indian-Iranian literature was unfolded, 
disclosed surprising points contact with some least 
those biblical traditions, which were regarded all the more 
important account the high estimate the antiquity 
these literatures, and the strong belief original con- 
nection between the Indo-germanic and Semitic languages 
and peoples. These presuppositions have been relinquished, 
great extent, consequence the more thorough inves- 
tigations the last decade; and simultaneously, through 
the advancing disinterment and decipherment the cunei- 
form memorials, there has been opened view primitive 
Semitic civilization and literature which far surpasses 
age not merely the classical and Aryan, but also the oldest 
biblical writings. 

was long ago known, from the extant fragments 
Berosus, that the Babylonians had account the flood 


From the Proceedings the Royal Prussian Academy Sciences Berlin. 
Session the Philosophical-Historical Class, April 27, 1882. 
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remarkably agreeing with the biblical one, although its great 
age was not yet known, and many considered imitation 
thatin the Bible. All uncertainty upon that subject ceased 
after Smith, the year 1872, discovered upon tablet from 
the library Sardanapalus, the cuneiform account the flood, 
forming episode great epic (called after Izdubar), 
which must have already assumed written form Babylonia 
about the year 2000 B.c. When, then, the same explorer 
believed had discovered, upon other tablets mythological 
purport, the old Babylonian parallels the histories 
creation, paradise and the fall, including also the tower 
Babel, and after had given his Chaldaean Genesis 
preliminary sketch their contents, the view quickly spread 
not only within, but also outside the circle Assyriolo- 
gists, that the entire material the primitive histories 
the Hebrews had its origin Chaldaea, where, under the 
influence civilized people not Semitic (Sumeric-Akka- 
dian), impressed itself upon the Semites. What this 
position yet lacks actual proof cannot fail, the advanced 
party thinks, appear through farther discoveries. And 
they already far maintain that this whole stock 
primitive traditions Genesis was first received and 
adopted and incorporated into the Scripture Babylonia, 
through the Jews who were there exiled Nebuchadnezzar. 
But, fact, such judgments only confirm the old experience 
that enthusiasm often excessively overestimates the capacity 
newly discovered scientific source. show this, and 
lead the way back more reasonable verdict, the aim 
the following exposition. 

must observe, introduction, that our primi- 
tive traditions actually agreed with the cuneiform recitals 
thoroughly and precisely now asserted, the conclusion 
would course inevitable that they were first written 
down the Babylonian Jews. respect that part 
these primitive histories which sprang out the so-called 
Priests’ Document (as Gen. i., v., and such 
result would command the glad adherence those critics 
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who exerted themselves other grounds lower this Priests’ 
Document the post-exilic period; but respect the 
other part, belonging the so-called Jahvistic Document 
(as Gen. and part would entirely con- 
tradict the hitherto unanimous and well-founded assumption 
the higher age this document. Independently, however, 
this literary difficulty which would ensue, considerations 
fundamental importance would present themselves. 
the first must admitted, the disposition the 
Jews Babylon towards their oppressors was such that 
seems simply incredible that they should have appropriated 
whole sections out the mythological writings traditions 
those same persons, and placed them the very head 
their statute-book. The national and religious antipathy was 
too strong that period admit the formation 
mythological syncretism. There is, moreover, example 
adoption Babylonian belief superstition that date, 
and even indifferent things, like the Babylonian names 
the months, the Jews appropriated only slowly and after they 
had come into general use under the Persian dominion. 
Then, too, the Babylonian myths now under consideration, 
even their oldest shape accessible us, that the cunei- 
form writing (how much more the sixth century 
and later), were overgrown and permeated with poly- 
morphous doctrine the gods, and with grossly sensual 
views, that would not have been possible for even emi- 
nent religious faculty such the Jews altogether failed 
retain those centuries, reconstruct them, speak, 
according purer original form, and present them anew 
the monotheistic simplicity, beauty, and truth which 
they occur the Bible. 

But these are only preliminary reflections. Upon exami- 
nation the facts themselves, will appear that the agree- 
ment the Hebrew with the Chaldaean primitive traditions 
neither great nor thorough establish the imme- 
diate derivation the former from the latter. 

The Babylonian cosmogony, handed down partly 
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Damascius, partly Berosus, starts like the Hebrew from 
chaos, and begets from this swarm monstrous beings, 
then line gods and goddesses, until finally Bel forms 
heaven and earth, the stars, and the individual creatures. 
What the present time can advanced with certainty 
from Smith’s so-called creation-tablets known from 
Schrader’s learned presentation. does not essentially 
exceed what has long been known. The affinity between 
the Babylonian and biblical doctrine creation amounts 
both proceed from chaos, that is, original 
material out which came all else (among the Babylonians 
even the gods), and that both describe dark, watery, 
unregulated confusion, which none the beings and forms 
the later time was present. Such original chaotic material 
surely like the primal element all that appears, con- 
ceived the earliest men soon they began reflect 
upon the origin things, exactly corresponding because all 
also that man makes presupposes material, and his fabrica- 
tion always simply elaboration substance that 
without form and arrangement. 

closer thought and description this primal matter 
were desired, the conception watery was suggested 
through observation the sea, inundations rivers with 
their influences the soil, water and its efficacy for 
must obscure, devoid light, because there 
were stars yet, and light, where enters, above alla 
principle orderly arrangement. How simple and obvious 
the whole idea is, best appears from the common claim 
among the most diverse the ancient nations. Accord- 
ing Manu, the all was first darkness, undiscernible, 
indistinguishable, the embrace sleep; according 
the Egyptian Book the Dead, chap. 17, chaotic flood 
(called Nun) was the original basis all; pass over 
late representations those Ovid’s Metamorphoses. 
Where the conception first arose now impossible 
ascertain that might have spontaneously arisen several 
places undeniable; all events, belongs the oldest 
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common property the nations. But borrowing the 
part the Hebrews assumed, then, indeed, the 
Phoenician source lies much nearer than the Babylonian. 
The Phoenician cosmogonies, likewise, according Philo 
Byblius, proceeded from the blowing dark air dépos 
and the gloomy, dark chaos 
and this, through the agency and arose 
Mar, that the stuff explained some slime, others 
putrid aqueous mixture, out which then grew the 
different objects Praep. Only among 
the Phoenicians, not among the Babylonians far, can the 
expression for chaos from Gen. cited the form 
(1, 10, 5); among the Phoenicians, among the 
Chinese, Indians, Egyptians, Greeks, and Finns, but not, 
far, among the Babylonians, found the world-egg, which 
there also hint Gen. That the chaos 
the Bible not created establishes special resemblance 
the Babylonian myth universally, where chaos known, 
the antecedent condition the cosmogony created 
perfected the point that conceived author even 
the material, then the intervention chaos the doctrine 
creation must logically cease, for such God will not furnish 
the material first and then the form, but both together. But 
now, beyond this commencement, the Babylonian theory af- 
fords farther essential similarity the the 
contrary, the divergence once begins. The first emerge 
out chaos are the gods and goddesses (just among all 
other heathen) which naturally there can account 
among the Hebrews. What the order succession the 
separate works creation was among the Babylonians, 
not the present time know but the order Genesis 
(except, perhaps, the place the stars) plainly afforded 
the nature the case that not even similar order 
were discovered among the Babylonians would any imita- 
tion proved one side the other. From the extant 
and legible remains only much appears certain, that the 


q 
. 
a 
4 
q 
3 


438 THE ORIGIN THE PRIMITIVE 


Babylonian representations, like the Indian and classical, enter 
much more than the Hebrew into the particulars the 
manifold things, beings, and forces. weight attached 
the alleged these Babylonian accounts, 
iléni, gods had made after each crea- 
tive work, and this compared the biblical “and God 
saw that was then objection made both 
the and the after,’ and the proof that the ex- 
pression rightly translated not yet produced would not 
strange, however, should this latter shown, that repre- 
sentations enlarging fully upon details the case some 
the pre-eminently glorious works creation, stars 
men, should also specially magnify this glory. 

The second portion the Hebrew primitive traditions, 
the history Paradise, quite unique when viewed accord- 
ing its fundamental thoughts. The depiction, sure, 
happy, blessed, golden primal age ‘mankind (under 
the direct dominion the gods) pervades the ancient peoples 
India, Persia, and Egypt, down the classical nations, 
although among the other Semites, including the Babylo- 
nians, not, thus far, elsewhere met with. But 
the characteristic that the first man all, originally destined 
communion with God, his garden, becomes deprived 
his blessed lot through act disobedience, and subjected 
the whole host evils, and can found nowhere 
else, because other people and other religion had pro- 
found conceptions the destiny man, and sin, the 
Hebrew. speak definitely, there thus far trace 
such history Paradise among the Babylonians. 
impossible understand how many continue view 
proof Chaldaean account the fall the well-known 
picture seal the British Museum, which was pressed 
into this service some years since Smith and others. 
Two persons are seated before tree life with fruits, one 

Smith’s Chaldaean Genesis Delitzsch, pp. 71, Haupt, The 
Cuneiform Account the Flood, 21. 


Lenormant, The Beginnings History (New York, 1882), pp. 98, 99. 
Frd. Delitzsch, Where was Paradise? sq. 
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the left, the other the right it, each stretching out 
hand towards the tree, and behind the left one stands 
erect great serpent, towering somewhat above the person. 
That this left figure female one means certainly 
known. But now let both figures are 
upon seats (without backs), both are clothed long raiment, 
and have head-covering this clearly points period 
civilization, even more does the circumstance that the right 
one has two horns the head make impossible see 
him the original man, and compel the conclusion that these 
horns are the distinguishing peculiarity this figure, 
like manner erect serpent behind the second the 
peculiarity that one, and both are rather godlike beings, 
best priests certain deities, who are either delight- 
ing themselves with the tree immortality, testifying 
their veneration for Just handed down 
recovered among the Babylonians paradise garden 
God the abode the first human beings, their 
temptation and fall through the serpent. Even were 
certain that the region about Babylon was surnamed Kardu- 
and Babylon itself Tintira (but disputed), and even 
the name signified garden (and not rather 
district) the god and Tintira grove life,” 
would not follow that the underlying idea was that garden 
God the biblical sense, that is, abode the first 
human beings before the fall, but only that this fertile spot, 
naturally regarded among the Babylonians with the highest 
admiration, was some way consecrated the local deity 
weak the indirect proof which Frd. 
Delitzsch lately thought had furnished for the derivation 
the tradition Paradise from Babylonia when attempted 
show that the geographical description the garden 
Eden (Gen. ii. 10-14) nothing else than the region about 
Babylon designated, and the Jews themselves have 
declared this spot their Paradise. For this attempt, 
undertaken with much learning and acuteness, simply 


1C. Tiele Theologisch Tijdschrift, 1882, 258 sq. 
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stupendous failure, already, after less than year, pretty 
generally acknowledged. changes two the four rivers 
Paradise into canals, makes the most easterly the most 
westerly (as Pallakopas), misplaces the next easterly (as 
Schatt Nil) between Euphrates and Tigris, makes the 
Tigris flow out the Euphrates, and yet the same time the 
lower course the Tigris run front the land Assyria, 
adds the whole land Cush (Ethiopia) Babylonia, makes 
Babylonia gold-yielding region, which never was, and 
overlooks the fact that fig-trees were never indigenous 
the Babylonian lower country, not mention that Jew 
could never have entertained the thought locating the 
future Paradise the bitterly hated Babylon. The two 
cherubs, moreover, which Gen. iii. guarded 
the entrance the garden God are also certainly not 
taken from Babylonia. Bible calls cherubs have 
not yet been found there. were proved, now 
that the colossal winged bulls Babylon which 
guarded the temples and palaces bore the name Kirubi, that 
would make perfectly certain that the Hebrews could not 
have taken their idea cherubs from that quarter. For 
the Hebrew cherub flies and bears the Deity through the 
airy spaces (Ps. xviii. 11); but the colossal bulls that 
must have been difficult. The origin the cherub from 
the storm-clouds quite clear among the Hebrews; was 
conceived griffin eagle-like rather than 
The guardians Paradise yet farther reveal their original 
existence through the sword that turned itself which they 
had with them (the vibrating flash lighting), and have 
nothing with the colossal bulls. The only particular 
the history Paradise which thus far placed clearer 
light the Babylonian-Assyrian monuments the tree 
life which, outside the history Paradise was, confess- 
edly, quite current the figurative language the Hebrew 
teachers wisdom. now know from the monuments 


E.g. Lenormant, Beginnings History, 126 Delitzsch, Paradise, 
153 sq. 
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that was rooted the conception and mythology the 
Semites themselves, and need longer derive from the 
Iranitic white Haoma tree (Gokart). How- 
ever, find among other peoples also, the Indo-ger- 
mans and even Tartars, altogether similar notions trees 
and plants, and waters well, which heal all diseases and 
give life, then clearly see from the great extension 
this idea that was not specifically Semitic, but belonged 
the most primitive imagery mankind. case did the 
Jews first appropriate Babylonia (the Proverbs bear 
witness pre-exilic), and they means thought 
the tree life the hard hieratic form which appears 
upon the Babylonian-Assyrian monuments. this tree 
life goes back the oldest times, certainly does the moun- 
tain the gods, with its divine treasures guarded cherubs, 
the slope which lies the garden God, according 
the unequivocal evidence from Ezek. xxviii. 13, 14. 
mountain the gods was known from 
the derisive ode upon the king Babylon, Isa. xiv. 13, also 
from Ezek. xxviii. 14, 16, where called and 
nian and Phoenician now further proved 
from the Korsabad inscriptions, and from the prism-inscrip- 
conception under the name Harsaggal-Kurkura, and also 
But that this conception also was means 
first adopted the Israelites during the Exile, but was al- 
together more ancient heirloom among them (only repressed 
the Mosaic system its hostility everything mythologi- 
cal), seen from the appropriate allusion Psalm 
(written about 700 B.c.) and from the fact that the north 
preserved special sanctity among them (Lev. 11; Ezek. 
cf. Job xxxvii. 22). Since known, besides, that 
the Indo-germanic peoples also figured themselves the 
abode their deity the lofty mountains the north (in 

Delitzsch, Paradise, 117 sq.; Lenormant, Beginnings History (French 

XL. No. 159. 
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their and Meru, their Hara Berezaiti Albordsch, 
well Olympus) are thus anew conducted the 
most primitive notions larger circle Asiatic civilized 
nations. 

pass now the primitive genealogies, that the 
Cainites, Gen. iv. and that the Sethites, Gen. 
was long ago considered remarkable that Gen. ten 
ancestors were reckoned from Adam Noah, also 
among the Babylonians, according Berosus, there were 
ten kings before the deluge (Alorus Adorus Xisuthros). 
Conjecture has therefore been busy upon connection 
some kind other between these two lists, both the names 
and the number years ascribed these but 
has hitherto been impossible prove actual one, and 
will difficult the future. This results from 
the following considerations. the side the line the 
Sethites with its ten members stands the line Cainites 
with its seven members, whose several names (with slight 
differences sound the present text that are means 
all original) reappear the line the Sethites also. 
observed that the three names excess the longer line, 
one Noah (the man the flood), and that the two 
others, standing together the head, after Adam (Seth, 
Enos), are still obvious their import and have general 
sense like Adam and Cain (namely Enos like Adam, 
and Seth slip, shoot,” like Cain, Cénan), and this 
added that the author from whom the line Cainites came, 
related flood (and introduced Noah the hero 
the will easily recognized that the line with ten 
members was simply expanded from the one with seven, 
and will seen that any scientific consideration must set 
out from the line Cain rather than from that Seth. 
The meaning and intent, moreover, the genealogy of-the 
Cainites (Gen. iv.), appears through the notices which 
least the case some its names are still added our 
present text, evidently this, connect with the line 
these names the gradual development crafts, arts, and 
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occupations among men, and thus the advancing march 
civilization. this aim the genealogy the Cainites 
remarkably coincides! with the continuations the Phoe- 
nician cosmogonies found Eusebius, Praep. ev. 10, that 
(in spite the obscurity the names themselves), may 
confidently asserted that are here upon Palestinian- 
Phoenician ground, but not upon Babylonian. But the 
line with the ten members artificial (yet, the names 
Seth, Enos show, genuinely Hebrew) expansion the one 
with seven, then must the attempt trace this back the line 
Babylonian kings before the flood abandoned. also 
the meaning and origin these ten royal names the 
Babylonians still, spite all the labor expended, particu- 
larly Lenormant various writings, entirely obscure, 
much yet quite clear from their designation kings, and 
from the long periods their dominion, that another mean- 
ing and intent was the basis this list.2 course 
might argued that the expansion the line with seven 
members into the one with ten the Sethites occasioned 
the example the ten Babylonian kings. But against this 
the consideration that the custom constructing lines 
descent upon the basis the constant number ten occurs 
elsewhere among the Hebrews when any derivation from the 
Babylonians utterly out the question (as Gen. xi. 
sq.; Ruth iv. sq.), does also the plan reckoning 
the number seven (Matt. i.; Luke also that this same 
custom constructing lists after these numbers ten 
seven equally demonstrable? among almost all the ancient 
nations from China the Egyptians, that this instance 
too, there would need all borrowing from the 
Babylonians. The case would different, sure, the 
years life ascribed the Sethite patriarchs manifested 

See Commentary Genesis, also Lenormant, Beginnings History, 
198 sq. 

The Revelations Oannes (upon which Lenormant’s Beginnings History. 
consulted), connected, according Berosus, with some these reigns, are 
only externally joined them, and show nothing the nature these reigns. 


See Tuch, Comm. Genesis, 97; Ewald, History the People Israel 
(8d German ed.), 375; Lenormant, Beginnings History, 236 sq. 
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dependence upon the length the reigns recorded Berosus. 
But even the acuteness Oppert! could attain more 
successful result combining the total the reigns the 
ten kings from Alorus (Adorus) Xisuthros, 120 Saren 
432,000 years with the total the periods from Adam 
the flood, 1656 years according the Masoretic text, than 
that one week the Jews this computation corresponds 
five years the Chaldees, and this reduction besides 
excessively artificial and with perceptible basis fact. 
the other hand, the individual periods these kings and 
those patriarchs are not thus reducible, and, more than 
all else, the Masoretic text probably but very modern 
these numbers, that this case also the dependence 
the older text upon the Babylonians means probable. 

Quite otherwise, apparently, the case with the tradition 
the flood, which last consider. That the Hebrews 
the Bible, that the Babylonians copiously extant the 
reports Berosus and the cuneiform present 
much that similar the course and particulars 
narration that here soonest one might inclined subscribe 
the thesis the Assyriologists. The preceding an- 
nouncement the flood Xisuthros-Noah, the charge 
build vessel for the reception the men and beasts 
preserved, the obeying the same, the destruction all 
life upon the land, are common traits, easily resulting, 
sure, from the nature the case. particular, there are 
mentioned the Babylonian account, the Priests’ Docu- 
ment, the vessel’s dimensions, and the landing moun- 
tain (of the land Nisir), and, the Jahvistic writing, 
the shutting the door (but not God), the sending forth 
the dove (at intervals week), the offerings after de- 
liverance had taken place, and the appeasing the gods 
the But against these special points contact 


Gott. Gel. Nachr., 1877, No. 10. 

See Bertheau the deutsche Theologie, xxiii. 657 sq. 

Haupt, The Cuneiform Account the Flood, 1881, and the Excursus 
Schrader’s Die Keilinschriften und das Alte Testament. 

The seven days’ delay until the beginning the flood does not occur the 
corrected translation Haupt, neither the promise send further flood 
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stand many and even more deviations. Not dwell 

upon the fact that the whole Babylonian representation 

saturated with rank polytheism, and the ethical very 

decidedly withdrawn from prominence, particularly 

pointed out that the saved are more number (namely the 

whole kindred the king); the king also takes with him 
into the ship his gold and silver, his treasures and goods 
ship-building and knowledge navigation are presupposed, 
and the pilot the ship made specially prominent; while 
the dimensions the ship (upon which also Berosus and the 
cuneiform accounts are not agreement), and more notice- 
ably the duration the flood,? finally, also, the fate the 
hero after the flood, are very differently stated. What the 
Bible says Enoch here transferred Xisuthros and his 
wife; Berosus, his daughter and the pilot. 
Accordingly, then, the biblical account does not look like 
copy the Babylonian (not forgetting that the Babylonians 
themselves had different versions their account the 
flood), but both appear independent and peculiar represen- 
tations the event. 

But now comes the further consideration, that the whole 
coloring the Chaldaean account specifically Babylonian 
one. Babylonian king, Babylonian city (Sippara, the 
recension Berosus; the cuneiform) play 
part therein; although the account the destruction 
all life, the circle view does not pass beyond the region 
Babylonia; after the flood, the men who are saved (of whom 
there are many more than the Bible) return again 
Babylon, and restore everything there 
Suppose, now, were that Babylonia was the original 
home the tradition the flood, what interest then would 


the future, but only the wish that the future Bel would punish the trans- 
gression men otherwise than flood. 

Notwithstanding what asserted Delitzsch, Paradise, 145 sq. 

Since the rising the flood lasts only seven nights and six days, and then 
the recession begins. 

which see Lenormant, Beginnings History, pp. 392, 393. 
Paradise, pp. 116, sq., seems assume. 


the many peoples have had, among whom also occurs 
interest, particularly, the Israelites (either the 
most ancient those the Exile) adopting for them- 
selves account pure Babylonian coloring 
limitation? According the Bible itself, Babylonia 
means the cradle the first men; but they first journey 
there after the flood (Gen. xi. And just little did 
the many other peoples who had tradition the flood think 
deriving mankind from Babylon. Then what should have 
actuated them adopt such Babylonian history the 
deluge 

And, the other hand, again, notwithstanding that 
among the Babylonians the tradition has local setting, yet 
shows clear connection with the climatic conditions 
the either the rising the rivers consequence 
the autumnal rain November, the periodical inunda- 
tions both streams from the middle March till the end 
June. the contrary, according the account 
Berosus, the beginning the flood placed the fifteenth 
Daesios (beginning July), when the Babylonian streams 
have their lowest level and the cuneiform account there 
specification all the time the flood; while 
not unreasonably supposed that the poem Uruk, 
the history Xisuthros and the flood inserted the 
eleventh canto, simply because the twelve cantos the 
Izdubar poem correspond the position the sun the 
twelve signs the Zodiac, and the eleventh place, the 
month Schebat the sun stands the 
sign the This is, however, only very 
external connection. 

Furthermore, from the mountain which the ship landed 
(according Berosus, mountain Armenia; according 
the inscriptions, the land appears follow 
quite certainly that the tradition itself first came Babylonia 


which account Lenormant, Beginnings History, 413, considers 
mistake have been made transmitting this date. 
East the Tigris, the other side the lower Delitzsch, Paradise, 

105. 
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from the north. not all apparent why Xisuthros 
sails far north. his purpose thereby was land 
mountain, the mountain chain forming the eastern boundary 
the lower Tigris lay much nearer. Considering, further, 
that had duly constructed ship, with skilful pilot, 
quite inconceivable why should not have floated about 
the waters the flood until the ship grounded upon the dry 
land, else put out sea, and there remained until the 
flood was over. The turn given the event can understood 
only the derivation the new race men from the 
north was established feature the Babylonian tradition. 
But then also certain that Babylonia was not the original 
home the story the flood. 

The general conclusion must that this account 
longer one pure poetry, but one more actual facts, 
which some confused knowledge was perpetuated among 
the most diverse nations, and which each one them pic- 
tured and related its own fashion. Semitic peoples 
particular, the Phoenicians! probably, the Aramaeans? cer- 
tainly (as well the Phrygians) had their tradition the 
flood nations among whom borrowing from Babylonia 
not thought of. Their literatures have perished but 
who can say but that, should their monuments come 
exhumed, their accounts the flood might disclose agree- 
ments with the Hebrew which would striking those 
with the Babylonian? other words, from the fact that 
only from two ancient Semitic nations has literature sur- 


vived us, and have only from these two written accounts 
the flood,—which have manifold agreement, but also 
manifold does not yet follow that the one 
must have borrowed from the other them, instead both 


repeating common traditions, which were also native among 
other Semitic nations. 


According the notice Fl. Josephus, Ant. 3,6, concerning Hierony- 
mus 
the Syrian Hierapolis (Bambyce), according Lucian, Dea Syr. 
chap. 13, and perhaps from Damascus, according Nicolaus Damasc., Jose- 
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trust that what precedes sufficient refute the propo- 
sition that the whole primitive history the Hebrew books 
was borrowed from Babylonia, and the yet more untenable 
one that the part the Priests’ Document and the 
Jahvistic Document the Pentateuch relating was first 
composed Babylonia. All wherein the Hebrew primitive 
history has points contact with the Babylonian also 
common property many other nations. The Hebrew 
primitive history! has much which indeed very strong 
correspondences have been found among other nations, but 
precisely among the Babylonians not the present 
time. The part the Hebrew traditional history question 
just well connected with the Phoenician, even better 
than with the Babylonian. Whether the primitive traditions 
the Phoenicians, which seem have come from the Per- 
sian Sea, did not have closer connection with the Chaldaean, 
and thus indirectly through their medium those the 
Hebrews also, that is, again, another question. all events, 
the proposition now maintained many, the ground 
Gen. the Hebrews immigrated from lower Chaldaea, 
cannot appeal for support the alleged agreement their 
primitive the less so, since elsewhere Genesis 
and the remainder the Old Testament another tradition 
prevails, according which they came rather from northern 
Mesopotamia. And any case, simply inconceivable 
Jews should have first while exile adopted and 
recorded those narrative pieces which relate the primitive 
traditions. The utmost imaginable would that late Jewish 
composers might have, with reference what they had heard 
Babylonia, altered, (as, for example, the episode the 
birds sent forth, Gen. viii. 6-12) interpolated, the accounts 
their native books but this conjecture not necessary, 
and unsupported farther literary facts. 

While the affairs the ancient Aramaeans, prominent 
among the Semites, are better known than 


Elsewhere also agreements present themselves with conceptions which were 


equally current the Indo-germanic world the Semitic, e.g. Job iii. 
xxvi. 
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while, especially, more known than present con- 
cerning that once far-ruling people anterior Asia, the 
Chetas Chattis, with its peculiar culture and letters, 
well observe the utmost caution positive assertion upon 
the connections the civilization the nations anterior 
Asia. There isa whole circle mythological representations 
and traditions which common the Indo-germanic and 
Semitic nations. How this community explained 
whether prehistoric times and certain regions inter- 
change took place between them, whether even common 
original home both supposed cannot, thus far, 
determined. 


ARTICLE 


THE THEOLOGY WORTH SAVING? 
REV. EDWARD LAWRENCE, MARBLEHEAD, MASS. 


say yes, and some right depends 
the answer another question: What Calvin’s theology 
just what John Calvin taught; nothing more, nothing 
less, and nothing otherwise. has been criticised discrimi- 
nately and indiscriminately. has been commended 
essentially biblical and Christian, and reprobated anti- 
biblical, unchristian and cruel. The disrepute the Five 
Points Calvinism” has reached the outmost bounds 
Christendom. the type the Puritan and New 
England Theology adopted the Congregational and Presby- 
terian churches, the great body the Baptists the Old 
World and the New, and imbedded our Confession 
Faith now, after almost two centuries and half, wisely 
undergoing revision, anything that seems make 
system, more distinct, and its merits and defects more visible, 
may not untimely. 


remedial mercy, but quite the opposite, and unscriptural 
XL. No. 159. 
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and false can God who created the world 
pour into the eternal sphere endless wees and tribulations 
that the God Calvinism..... Take chapter Calvinism 
any the great themes Christian experience, and you 
may read hundred times over, and you will like 
man skating ice; makes impression upon you.” 
widely-circulated weekly represents sovereignty 
power and will that orthodoxy seats love 
the throne, and leaves white, unstained with 
popular writer says Calvinism sets power above love the 
divine instrument for controlling the hearts men.” 

Another able writer who proposes New Consensus” for 
our churches, are not Calvinistic;” that 
Calvinism does not contain their does not fit the 
draws its spirit from divine which 
means power, force, and not founded divine righteous- 
longer represents the philosophy, the ethics, 
the religious life either clergy loity, except some 
feeble sense.....It proved enthralment souls.” 
Charles Kingsley calls grisly chimera,’ and Moses 
Coit Tyler, narrow, ferocious creed;” Dr. Channing, 
cruel faith which, stripping God mercy and man 
power, has made Christianity instrument torture 
the timid, and object doubt scorn hardier spirits.” 
Mr. Belsham declares mischievous compound im- 
piety and idolatry.” 

this indictment proved, there can doubt what 
with Calvin’s theology. Down with the despotism 
away with the break the trample 
the impiety and idolatry. 

But glance the Genevan’s real teaching will show, 
better than these hard names can, what his theology is, and 
what should done with it. Agrippa said unto Paul, 
accused certain his nation, every candid man will 
say Calvin, Thou art permitted speak for thyself.” 

First. the question authority, concerning which 
Calvin has been accused assuming for himself kind 
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their writings, always remember that serve us, 
not have dominion over us, and that are Christ’s 
the kingdom God, nothing but his eternal 
truth should heard and regarded.....He who neglects 
religion.” These basal teachings are found the dedica- 
tion the Institutes,” which ranked the highest 
scholarship one the three immortal prefaces. The 
other two are President Thou’s his History, and 
Casaubon’s Polybius. Calvin’s, Alexandre Moins, 
his Memorial Address says, The excellence and beauty, 
the force and solidity, the purity and elegance the compo- 
sition oblige give the preference.” 

The Dedication key Calvin’s theology. Those who 
take this enter will find access easy, and light and 
warmth apartments that others may seem dark and 
cold and full Molochs and monsters. 

Second. The root this theology the knowledge 
God knowledge that gives life..... That 
only true knowledge God which regenerates and con- 
forms this view Milton was clear Calvin- 
ist. end says, know God, and 
out knowledge, love him and imitate him.” 

Third. The central force and soul this theology love. 
God love, that is, his very nature love 
should held mind that the love which the heavenly 
Father hath embraced him, the mystery redemp- 
tion, because flows from his eternal purpose, superior 
all other causes. holds the first place the supreme and 
original cause. “It not possible that faith should 
separated from love.....No one can show himself child 
God unless has love for his neighbor” John 1). 
There knowledge God where love does not flourish 
John iv. The first principle piety love God 
(Matt. xxii. 37). 
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Fourth. The outflow this love is, through Christ, 
provision remedial mercy adequate the needs whole 
lost world. Love gives says Calvin, “in giving one 
For, although nothing the world appeared worthy 
God’s favor, yet shows himself propitious the whole 
world when, without exception, calls all faith 
(John 16). suffered sufficiently for the whole 
world..... God shows himself propitious father all 
there Christ one redemption common for all” 
“The Lord delayeth his coming, that may in- 
vite the whole human race does not 
hasten the end the world, that may give space for 
repentance ‘not willing that any should perish.’ 
This wonderful love towards the human race, and 
prepared gather the perishing even the uttermost unto 
salvation..... God here stretches out his hand promiscuously 
all; but takes hold, that may lead himself, 
only those whom chose before the foundation the 
world” Pet. remove every obstacle the 
way his love, God appointed method reconciliation 
The impression that Calvin held that Christ died 
for only the elect does not seem warranted his language. 
The efficacy the atonement, its application limited 
the work the Spirit regeneration, and this, election 
but its sufficiency for all, provision, clearly taught. 

Fifth. mission the Spirit is, that the effusion 
that sacred blood may not vain.” for regenera- 
ting us, that become new creatures, and purifying 
from profane impurities, consecrating holy temples 
Holy Spirit the key with which the treas- 
ures the heavenly kingdom are unlocked; the bond 
which Christ efficaciously unites himself,..... illumi- 
nating our minds and forming our hearts love and the 
cultivation 

These are the real Five Points” Calvinism; God, 
love, light, Christ, and the Spirit. Are these worth saving 
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Let look further some the doctrinal and practical 
harmonies this theology. 

and following God,..... conversion our life 
life which every action will discover and testify trans- 
formation not only the external actions, but the soul 

accepts him offered the Father, not only for 
forgiveness sins and peace, but also for sanctification..... 
absolutely inseparable from pious 

Justification. consists the forgiveness sins 
and the imputation Christ’s righteousness..... and insep- 
arable from They are accounted righteous 
who are reconciled God.....God justifies pardoning 
Nothing satisfies the conscience the pardoned but 
being unexceptionably righteous before him.” Justification 
security which makes the conscience calm and serene 
before the divine Touching imputation, Calvin 
does not teach literal transfer sin and holiness re- 
demption. guilt and punishment being, were, 
transferred assumed the disgrace and ignominy 
our iniquities, and arrayed his purity..... 
acknowledge ourselves naked all virtue, that may 
clothed God; empty all good, that may filled 
him slaves sin, that may liberated him; blind, 
that may enlightened him; lame, that may 
led him; weak, that may supported him 
divest ourselves all ground glorying that alone may 
eminently glorious, and that may glory 
one can read hundred times over,” such passages 
must because the ice the skater and not the 
writer. 

But this system charged sovereignty power and 
will,” that draws its spirit from force,” and not founded 
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divine righteousness.” this true? God counted 
omnipotent, because governs heaven and earth his 
providence, and holds the helm the And 
could better hands? does not force men 
external impulse, but leads them effectual movement 
the Holy Spirit (Acts 8), drawing them their 
will not only pure from every fault, but the 
highest standard the law laws, the 
only name for the highest rule Should not the 
highest standard perfection the supreme rule 

Righteousness the kingdom God consists spiritual 
newness life” (Matt. vi. 23). God the foundation 
righteousness, and cannot love Nor without 
cause that requires such consummate Two 
ness prescribed us’’; the other, law righteousness 
instilled into the Religion not only the 
heart righteousness, but the very soul The 
tendency the whole law and teaching form the life 
man after the example the divine purity.” 

Besides this drift doctrinal teaching, the careful student 
finds certain ethical and practical maxims side-lights 
illumine the way: ignorant what impossible 
has revealed, and call modesty, neither modesty nor 
learning.” Scripture the school the Spirit.” 
foundation philosophy humility,” and power 
arises from heart the mother- 
virtue all.” you would one the flock, you must 
become There nothing which God wishes 
glorified more than his goodness.” are never 
more like God than when doing good.” the mere 
goodness God from fountain Christ flows with 
all the blessings salvation.” Besides Christ, there 
nothing useful known.” Spiritual participation 
the bond union the Lord.” 


& ii. 8. 50. 6 iii. 21. 2. 7 ii, 8. 5. 8 ii. 16. 3. 
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this theology does not fit the not suited the 
state the worldly and wicked the church and 
what other redeeming forces than presents— light, love, 
Christ, the Spirit— can relied fitting it? does 
not contain for substance doctrine the faith our churches 
—sin, repentance, punishment, pardon, justification, sancti- 
fication, will the churches find for the new consensus 
anywhere better faith? does not represent the 
philosophy, the ethics, religious life either the clergy 
righteousness, humility, cleanness heart, doing 
good, spiritual participation, some feeble sense, 
should not the so-called advanced thought lamented 
regress spiritual life, rather than lauded progress 

But there are other phases Calvin’s theology, against 
which have been alleged fatalism, Molochism, 
will glance some these. 

Original Sin and Original sin the 
hereditary pravity corruption our nature previously good 
and find the origin this depravity, must 
ascend the first parent “Adam could have stood 
would, since fell his own choice; yet his choice 
good and evil was will could not become 
evil were unwilling become so. ..... Man such 
willing slave that his will held bondage the fetters 

Punishment and Pardon. The cause death sin. 
..... dead Adam,— not his personal guilt 
individual, which pertains not us, but because 
infected all his descendants with the corruption into which 
inflict upon innocent person the punishment due the 


offence Pardon ready for all sinners who 
sincerely seek it...... Repentance will always met with 
mercy.” 


Decrees and Predestination. Predestination that 


5 iii. 24. 15, 16. 
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eternal counsel which God adopts some the hope 
eternal life, and adjudges others eternal the 
door this doctrine predestination eternal death lies 
the charge cruelty. This not Calvin’s doctrine alone, 
but Paul’s and Christ’s also. this decree eternal pun- 
ishment those who will not repent and seek pardon 
cruel, not Calvin alone, but God also cruel; and Christ 
the cruellest all teachers, for his judgment clear and 
irreversible. And this the stain love, placed 
there righteousness and yea, love 
for God love, and metes out love eternal justice 
eternal offenders against law and love. Predestination 
impossible set aside this dispensation justice towards 
the persistently unjust discard the idea God himself. 
The destruction thus incurred not caused predestina- 
The cause and manner are found sinners 
themselves. ..... Let them not accuse God injustice 
his eternal decree has determined them the death which 
they feel freely led forward their own 
wills not their death, inasmuch wills their repentance, 
and does not will things variance with each 
God’s ordaining sin only wise use for benevolent 
purpose. ..... Man follows his sinful purposes sinning, 
and God his holy ones punishing 

But there that horrible decree which dooms infants 
eternal death for the sin Adam. Does it? ask 
says Calvin, how happened that the fall Adam 
involved many nations, together with their infant children, 
eternal death without remedy, except that seemed good 
What does mean here? That eternal death 
was the object for which God brought men into the world 
No; for when asks What was the end our creation ?”’ 
answers, That from which have wholly departed.” 
Did mean that for the many nations involved the fall 
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Adam, together with their infant children, there 
remedy? No. That those who die infancy are punished 
eternally for the personal blameworthiness Adam’s sin 
No; this would inconsistent with divine justice 
and remote from common 

The point which Calvin’s eye seems have rested was 
the covenant constitution which Adam broke, and which 
contained provision for pardon, violated law never 
does. was constitution according which the progeny 
was follow the faith the progenitor. The ruin the 
one involved the ruin the whole, righteousness the 
whole would have followed continued uprightness the first 
just the vegetable kingdom rot the root tree 
sends death through the trunk and branches the farthest 
twig, and all fruit fails. Sad one defection! Calvin 
says: confess terrible decree.” But what better 
could say the indubitable fact that Adam all die,” 
one man sin entered into the than that 
seemed good God,” since himself pronounced this 
constitution and “everything that had made very 

There is, however, another covenant through the second 
Adam, which provides remedy for the ruin that came 
the first. This covenant, Calvin teaches, sufficient for 
infants who cannot repent and believe for adult trans- 
gressors who both. thinks Augustine mistaken when 
fixing the danger cuts off the hope infants, whom 
the Lord declares his own when says, cannot 
have eternal life who not baptized.” shut out from 
the fold Christ those whom holds his bosom, verily, 
audacious sacrilege.” Calvin, however, does not teach 
that Christ holds all his bosom who die infancy, but 
that some this class are lost. Inasmuch the con- 
ditions birth and death are alike infants which died 
Sodom and those which died Jerusalem, and there was 
difference their works, why will Christ the last day 


separate some stand his right hand, and others his 
XL. No. 159. 
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his reply Castalio says: Put forth your 
virulence against God, who precipitates into eternal death 
the harmless infant taken from the mother’s breast.” 

Yet Calvin allows larger sweep the grace the 
covenant than Augustine did, the church generally. 
not all doubt but that the offspring holy and pious 
ancestors, although their parents and grandparents were 
apostate, still pertain the body the church.....God 
diffuses his promise thousand generations those who 
spring from Abraham and the other patriarchs, and does not 
regard them strangers because they were neither begotten 
holy father, born holy The general 
sentiment the church to-day far advance Calvin, 
was his time Augustine. 

Inconsistencies and Contradictions. phases 
Calvin’s teachings taken apart from his explanations, qualifi- 
cations, and later comments, convey ideas contrary the 
generally accepted Christian doctrine and contradictory 
his own teaching. The first man fell because the Lord 
determined that should This seems lay the 
responsibility the first sin upon God, and has been 
construed. The ground this apparent absurdity Calvin 
gives the language Augustine. confess that the 
God and Lord all things, who created everything very 
good, and foreknew that evil would arise out good, and 
knew that was more suitable his almighty goodness 
bring good out evil than not suffer evil exist, 
ordained the life angels and men such manner 
exhibit it, first what free-will capable doing, and 
afterwards what could effected the blessings his 
grace and the sentence his 

was question what kind system introduce the 
creation moral beings. Three were open: the purely evil, 
the purely good, and the blending the two with the 
triumph good. God chose the last, which made the fall 


Eterna Dei Predestinatione. Tract. Theol. Art. 14. Letters. 
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moral certainty, yet which man might have shunned, but 
would not. speaks man predestined death 
created for it.” But also says Notwith- 
standing have brought death upon ourselves, yet God had 
created fortlife end from which have wholly 

Again Those who are appointed unto death, 
causes reach their end, sometimes depriving them 
the opportunity hearing the word, and sometimes through 
the hearing increases their blindness. delivers his 
doctrine them involved enigmatical obscurities that 
its only effect may increase their stupidity.” the 
other hand, says Consider whence the fault arises, for, 
whatever obscurity there the word, yet there always 
light enough convince the consciences the wicked..... 
Christ teaches that God does not work anything but 
what requires and wishes do.....The Jews are 
reprobate and strangers the church, because they are 
destitute reproaches them because noth- 
ing hinders them from obtaining the life offered the 
Scriptures but God has not closed the 
way salvation against any order men, but has diffused 
his mercy such manner that would have rank 
and that “the impious may not plead the 
want asylum flee from the bondage sin while 
they ungratefully reject that which offered 

But man under necessity sinning.” this 
true, not free and not fault. The explanation 
“he who sins necessarily, sins less freely. .... The will 
itself the author the necessity which subject, 
that, necessity being voluntary, cannot excuse the will..... 
The soul enslaved and free, enslaved necessity, that is, 
the bias its own passions, and free its own will, and 
guilty because necessity doing well does 
not impair the liberty the divine will doing well.” 
Moral necessity, therefore, seems the fixity the will 


460 THE THEOLOGY WORTH SAVING? [July, 


choice, whether good evil; certainty, leaving God 
and sinful man free possible their chosen way. 

Calvin says, The will God the cause every- 
thing,” and also that man’s will and not God’s the cause 
sin.” His idea that God’s will the cause man’s, 
which sins, and without which, there would have been 
neither sin nor man. fetid smell carcase 
called out the sun, but its rays are not fetid.” 

Bible language some places, very like this the Gene- 
van teacher, apparent contradiction. says that God 
“hardened Pharaoh’s heart;” that “loved Jacob and 
hated Esau, the children not having done good evil;” 
that hath blinded their cyes that they should not see 
with their eyes, lest any time they should understand and 
converted that Herod and Pilate, with the Gentiles 
and people Israel, were gathered together, what- 
soever thy hand and thy counsel determined before 
done against thy holy child Jesus;” the Lord, 
make peace, and create evil.” 

How exegetes treat these passages not make 
God guilty hating unborn children; cruelly hardening 
sinners into wickeder obstinacy, blinding their eyes 
that they cannot see and converted, and their sins for- 
given; being the creator evil, and criminally counsel- 
ing the death his own that have been 
freely cast upon the Scriptures, and held intuitive proof 
against their divine origin? How avoid this, which would, 
indeed, cruel, diabolic? placing alongside what the 
Scriptures themselves say explanation. This the schol- 
arly, common-sense method. this the Bible interprets 
itself, and, studied whole, gives out its true, full 
doctrine. 

the same method, Calvin, the later Commentaries 
and Letters and Discourses, explains much the earlier 
Institutes, and makes both more consistent and clear. 
careful study all wrote and did one finds the genuine 
Calvinism, which can obtained with certainty other 
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way. The Scriptures are inspired and infallible. Calvin 
was not. Their language wise and the best. His was 
sometimes otherwise, and not the best, and was not 
always consistent with himself nor harmony with the 
word. How much his theology true, can ascertained 
historical accuracy not referring Miss Hannah Adams 
knowledge Calvinism, Dr. Channing, his con- 
troversy with Dr. Worcester, says did, the Encyclo- 
pedias, Calvin’s antagonists, but careful study 
what teaches, and trying “the law and the 

The theology Calvin differs from Arminianism, chiefly 
its doctrines election and the persistence saving 
grace the regenerate; from Pelagianism, the doctrine 
original sin and the necessity regeneration and from 
Romanism, what Luther calls the article standing 
falling church justification faith, not works, yet 
faith that full life and love and labor. 

much regretted,” says eminent theologian, 
that preachers and writers who have thought their duty 
oppose Calvinism, have generally fallen into the error 
not taking proper pains understand what is, else, 
have not possessed candor enough One’s 
own intellectual integrity requries this pains-taking before 
can be.”’ 

Historical and moral fairness one’s neighbor requires it, 
especially that self-denying student and teacher who 
Dorner says was equally great intellect and character,” 
and whom Renan pronounces the most Christian man his 
regard the public also, who are de- 
ceived misrepresentations into hurtful prejudices against 
his theology and led spurn compound impiety 
and idolatry,” requires study and candor enough under- 
stand and justice. 

Could Maurice, the leader the Broad-church party, 
affirm Calvin’s theology, “it begins from man instead 
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God,” except for lack information, when glance 
the table contents the Institutes, would have seen 
that just the opposite the truth, and further, that takes 
account only man’s depravity when from the same table 
would have found that, the eighty-seven chapters only 
three treat specifically that subject, and eighty-four are 
occupied the explication God and his method 
redemption 

better for the advanced thinkers to-day, and all 
students theology, always examine for themselves 
rather than take their knowledge such important subjects 
second-hand from any teacher, whether the 
church the Narrow, the New theology the 
Bacon, which the presence it, and the belief truth, 
which the enjoyment it— this the sovereign good 
human Simple candor the most fundamental 
orthodoxy. One who lacks this cannot sure anything, 
either truth good. 
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ARTICLE IV. 


THE DOCTRINES UNIVERSALISM. 


a 
REV. MINER, 8.T.D., LL.D., PASTOR THE SECOND UNIVERSALIST 


SOCIETY THE TOWN BOSTON.” 


[The series Denominational Articles” published the Bibliotheca 
Sacra has been found useful that their republication separate volumes 
has been often requested. Each Article has been written distin- 
guished representative the denomination whose tenets are described: 
the Article Methodism Dr. Whedon Episcopacy, Rt. 
Rev. Bishop Burgess; the German Reformed Church, Pres. E.V. 
Gerhart the Evangelical Lutheran Church, Prof. Brown 
the Old School Presbyterian Church, Dr. Atwater, 
the New School, Dr. George Duffield. Other denominations have been 
described other representative divines. The description given Uni- 
tarianism ex-President Thomas Hill has led request that 
tion Universalism given believer who well fitted rep- 
resent it. one better fitted represent than Dr. Miner, 
who was four years colleague pastor with Rev. Hosea Ballou Boston, 
and has been for many years recognized leader the denomination. 
the present day peculiarly important know just what the Uni- 
versalists affirm and just what they deny. Our readers will not agree 

Dr. Miner his belief, but will find him frank and explicit his 
statements. theological crisis, open avowals are what most need. 


various statements Christianity prevalent our 
time may conveniently grouped three classes. The first 
class claims especially biblical—a claim apparently 
sustained, traditional expositions accepted and the sur- 
vey limited the severer aspects Scripture rhetoric. 
The common mind, however, recognizes with difficulty its 
reasonableness its special claim deemed evangelical, 
and fails discover the ethical qualities its scheme 
salvation. 

The second class confessedly places the Scriptures under 
the gravest doubt. Their alleged mythical legendary 
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character, uncertain origin, and questionable inspiration 
leave little reason for accepting them authoritative 
revelation. The defenders this class statements, never- 
theless, show their reverent mind gratuitously ascribing 
the Saviour the highest moral perfection, even after they 
have discredited the only means extant knowing anything 
about him. This scheme Christianity, though claiming 
pre-eminently reasonable, appears have one defect 
the lack anything characteristically Christian. 

The third class less biblical than the first. Its sur- 
vey surely broad. The universal and unalterable love 
God its key the meaning the sacred word. 
secures the harmony Scripture subordinating figure 
fact, rhetoric reason, things perplexing things plain. 
Relying upon the authority the divine word, finds 
illustration the divine government that wise 
earthly parent. aims and instrumentalities, their 
final outcome, are moral, and its ultimate success will fill 
the angelic hosts with highest joy. The views this class, 
truly evangelical, eminently reasonable, and accepted 
some the wisest men all ages the church, the 
object this paper expound. 

Universalism, like all religions worthy the name, finds 
its root and justification the divine character. Self-ex- 
istent, necessary, absolute, the Infinite Spirit one, simple, 
indivisible over-filling the heaven heavens; 
The idea God will found among the neces- 
sary truths our consciousness, when shall have learned 
read that consciousness aright, making atheism impossi- 
ble, and quickening sense the fact that him 
live and move and have our God is, has 
ever been, and ever will be. All his attributes are many 
blending activities, not exercise limited spaces and 
times, but all space and all time. one restricted 
any other. His power never acts the absence 
wisdom, nor forgets take counsel his justice attri- 
bute imposing responsibilities towards every created being. 


eee 
i 

| 
i 
| 
| 
q 
‘ba 

wid 


1883.] THE DOCTRINES UNIVERSALISM. 465 


Even his love, instead being soft and tender inclination, 
firm unyielding principle, which fastens upon the sinner 
and will not let him go. the divine attributes conspire 
make love rigidly persistent and efficient its purpose 
end sin and bring everlasting righteous- 
Hence, our God consuming fire.” 

impossible that should have created without 
purpose, equally impossible that his purpose shall fail. 
That purpose could not have been empirical, because 
God, and not man. Since must have reached the end 
and must have virtually ordained that end, whatever may 
be, can such only infinite love can rejoice 
universe moral beings, disciplined the love, service, and 
worship righteous Father end, and the only end, 
view which the heavenly host might shout glory 
God the All those who hope for this end, 
under whatever modification details doctrine, are 
Universalists. Universalist church to-day, however, 
holds fairly well-defined system faith. 

his own free will, prompted his infinite goodness, 
God created man his own image, virtue which man 
aspires unto God, hungers for him, yearns after him, and 
can never truly blest save obedience to, and commun- 
ion with him. Man was, indeed, made subject vanity, 
error, transgression, sickness, accident, and death, not 
his own consent, but the pleasure his Creator, who 
purposes his deliverance from the bondage corruption 
into the glorious liberty the children God” (Rom. 
viii. Born into the world utter ignorance and 
helplessness, what wonder that all men sin; that the 
image God all defaced that this source human 
wretchedness has planted the seeds bitterness every 
soul. 

The image God, however, not lost. The harmony 
human powers disturbed, and through heredity each genera- 
tion something other than would have been but for the 


sin its ancestors. This difference, though occasioned 
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sin, not itself sin. However great this inherited damage, 
not entire any aspect, nor has moral quality. 
The new-born child brings with indwelling original 
sin; burden personal guilt. bears responsibility 
for Adam’s sin, nor for that any other man the whole 
line its ancestry. does bring with all the faculties, 
physical, intellectual, and moral, possessed the first pair. 
These faculties all retain their normal functions ‘in kind, 
however different degree, and awaken the same self- 
approval obedience, and the same self-condemnation 
disobedience. Thus the righteous voice God, adequately 
rewarding every one according his work, heard every 
human soul. Outward distinctions birth, wealth, social 
position, chiefly related pride, vanity, love ostentation, 
and lust power, are little worth. With men and 
women highest character they are like the toy feather 
the cap the mimic soldier; while more 
precious than rubies, and all the things thou canst desire are 
given, not flatter our pride bestowing outward dis- 
tinctions, but enrich our souls. 

subject this grace man ever remains. Truth its in- 
strumentality. known truth not obeyed, more truth 
new relations the accepted truth must 
pointed out and illustrated. The truth that makes 
and that truth shall come length know (John 
viii. Universalism thus keeps hope alive. confesses 
the defilement sin, but denies the destruction the divine 
image. Everlasting redeemableness may affirmed 
every soul. 

follows that the current church doctrine probation 
must rejected. Only lower things, indeed them, 
can the past rule the future. given opportunity passes 
but kindred opportunity may return. highest things 
must so. While man remains man, his moral state can- 
not fixed. Yesterday cannot absolutely dominate to-day. 
The present and the future are ever liberty add their 
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contributions the past and those contributions may 
reversal one’s moral state. God’s judgments are dis- 
criminating. deals not with individual merit whole- 
sale. Youth may modify manhood, but need not rule it; nor 
manhood, old age. Much less can this life, with all its dark- 
ness, doubts, errors, and limitations opportunity, dominate 
the eternity beyond, excluding forever the ineffable light 
the divine presence. assume this, assume that God 
will not well can his that will 
destroy the image himself his children lest they be- 
come like him. 

Instead time whole being trial for eternity, 
every purpose, word, and deed trial itself for this 
present time. Man succeeds fails every moral act. 
hangs the divine God’s approving dis- 
approving voice conscience. Every day may bring toa 
given soul both reward and since every day 
some deeds may good and others bad. Experience, here 
elsewhere, ought our divine interpreter. The reward- 
ing any man according his work analytical 
process, the very best approximated only his fellow-man, 
perfected the infinite God. Such retribution involves 
none the difficulties wholesale dealing. life sin 
not rewarded eternity blessedness consequence 
repentance the closing repentance often more 
closely related the supposed penalty sin than sin 
itself. Eternity, indeed, ceases the especial store- 
house rewards, though may still proffer its fulness 
the gift God, which eternal life. Such view also 
removes the chief difficulty arising from inequality early 
condition, whether intelligence virtue. The ig- 
norance viciousness one’s childhood home, however 
may shadow this life, does not necessarily shadow the limit- 
less life come. 

Nor estimating personal guilt consider ex- 
clusively the greatness the lawgiver, the importance 
the law given. These may infinite and absolute. But 
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measure sin thereby make all sins equally heinous. 
The giddy and ignorant child becomes the peer guilt 
the pirate the seas. The new-born babe cannot sin. 
There must moral awakening before there can responsi- 
bility. The limitation moral perception the limitation 
our very God from the man can fall the 
utmost depths imaginable guilt. great darkness 
may overwhelmed. Under mountains guilt may 
groan. help, that shall infuse the life heaven 
into his body death, may necessity but still 
child God, still the subject divine love, still and for- 
ever redeemable. The infinite and ever-enduring mercy 
God still open him and still pleading with him. 

meet these moral needs the world Christ came. 
Not mere man; much less the very God. The express 
image the divine person, the Son God higher sense 
than any other, the beginning the creation God, was 
yet made the likeness sinful flesh, that might con- 
demn sin the flesh. The perfect teacher, became also 
the perfect exemplar, and lived and taught that truth and 
character interpenetrated each other. suffered less, 
his righteousness would have been less manifest and his saving 
power less apparent. Not till the intensest wrath the 
world had counted him its victim and baptized Calvary with 
his blood, did the Sun Righteousness rise the zenith 
its splendors. Then was revealed the power which all 
enemies shall subdued unto him. Then was fulfilled the 
sole condition, stated our Lord, world’s salvation 
And lifted from the earth, will draw all 
men unto me” (John xii. This work was not sacri- 
ficial, making possible for men saved since the time 
never was when penitential soul, turning faith God, 
would not receive divine mercy. The work salvation 
clearly moral. Christ’s sacrifice himself was moral, not 
penal. His language, therefore, moral, will draw all men 
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unto me,” showing, Paul says (Rom. 11), that not God, 
but man receives the atonement, reconciled. Thus the 
work redemption, both respects the agency Christ 
and the effect upon men, wholly moral, and escapes the 
ethical difficulties the sacrificial scheme. 

Let man say this view Christ inadequate. 
man, body men, authorized pronounce cathedra 
upon this transcendent subject. marked all the 
simplicity the New Testament. Christ sent God; 
prays God; utters God’s can nothing him- 
self; comes from the Father; returns the Father; and 
all this without the slightest indication those scenic illusions 
now you see him, now you not the Trini- 
tarian and sacrificial God hath laid help upon one 
who able and mighty save. bold man who to- 
day will affirm that Christ must therefore God; that only 
the infinite can empowered and qualified save poor 
feeble man. Meagrely too, will display his own moral 
perceptions affirming that the work the Saviour must 
sacrificial rather than moral; sacrificial that may 
moral. When the doctrine the infinity sin given 
over, and its consequent infinite ill-desert held doubt, 
the leverage the sacrificial scheme gone, and its logic 
inextricably confused. Still more hopeless becomes this view 
when reflect the absurdity supposing power 
given one who himself the original source and perma- 
nent possessor all power. 

statement has ever yet been made the doctrine 
the Trinity that can intelligibily presented the under- 
standing. Indeed, the ancient formula the church, 
Father, Son and Spirit, co-equal, co-substantial, co-eternal 
able. the senior Ballou has well Since they are 
co-equal, neither greater than the other. Since they are 
co-substantial, there nothing the one that not equally 
the others. Since they are co-eternal, neither existed 
before the others. There reason, therefore, why the 
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Father should not called Son; reason why the Son 
should not called Father; reason why the Holy Spirit 
should not called either Father Son.” And since all 
saving truth works faith; and since faith, that cannot 
appeal the understanding not faith, but mere tradi- 
tion superstition, would seem follow that the doctrine 
the Trinity has saving energy. should object 
the doctrine metaphysical grounds, even more strongly 
than theological. The infinities time and space are 
unlike, and therefore possible. But three personalities each 
clothed with infinite power the same 
are metaphysically impossible. The same true every 
attribute. 

holding these positions, Universalism, means 
fraternizes with Rationalism. Christ not merely good 
man among other good men; man whom Plato may chal- 
lenge, Aristotle instruct, the modern scientist overthrow. 
more than this, cannot shown even this. 
say that more than good man the common 
rank men deny the Christian records; and having 
denied the records have access Christ. His high 
moral qualities may then well doubt. But accepting 
the records, his wondrous power blends with his won- 
drous wisdom, and both are illumined his wondrous 
life and character that marvel that the touch his 
garment salvation, and the mandate his lips life from 
the dead. 

was through the miracles wrought, conjoined with 
the prophecies concerning him, that God first made him 
known the promised Messiah and Saviour the world. 
Credentials that could not counterfeited constitute the 
seal his commission from the high court heaven the 
subordinate court humanity. These stand forever in- 
effaceable. The nature his message, the immediate effect 
his preaching, the subsequent growth his church, with 
the power his doctrines revolutionize the condition 
men, are all important proofs his Messiahship. But these 
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came afterwards, and means displace, muci less dis- 
prove, the palpable evidences his active ministry. 

Nor all sympathize with the assumption that 
miracle impossible. are living universe that 
seems itself miracle. its whole, and its every part, 
meet with unfathomable depths. What other wonders 
are possible cannot presume know. man can pre- 
scribe the limits possibility until has exhausted the 
resources nature the one hand, and tested every fibre 
the divine energies the other. The biblicist, often 
charged the would-be scientist with superstitious credulity, 
may well turn the tables upon his critic, and suggest the 
suspicion, least, that himself guilty egregious 
audacity. The scientist liable unfortunate habit 
mind. With his attention directed exclusively retorts 
and crucibles, analyses and syntheses, gases, atoms, and 
molecules, forgets the realm the spirit and the omnipo- 
tence the invisible. forgets that what cannot weigh 
his balances may bear the universe its bosom. 

the incredulity concerning miracles born 
misuse terms. Law, said, universal, absolute, un- 
changeable. God not afflicted with after-thoughts,” and 
finds occasion violate his own laws.” our study 
him who declares the end from the beginning, and from 
ancient times the things that are not yet have 
slight basis for alleging after-thoughts.” But deny the 
gradual development God’s providences according his 
original purpose, surrender the affairs the world 
the blindness atheism. Nor will they then move 
sublimely and smoothly the physicist imagines. Make 
law universal, absolute, unchangeable you please, 
and determines little concerning human welfare. Laws 
are not altogether harmonious, but very much conflict. 
When the elasticity the atmosphere resists the tendencies 
gravitation, laws conflict with, but not violate, each 
other. Laws are among the conditions all 
human effort put forth, Man makes and mars his own 
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fortune, law the contrary notwithstanding. modifies 
the fortunes his fellow-men whatever the domination 
law. Human enterprises are made possible chiefly be- 
cause law. thousand fields man harnesses law 
his chariot and compels his bidding. The expansive 
power steam, the tenacity iron, and the principles 
mechanics are old the universe; but the locomotive 
thing yesterday. more nearly true that man 
rules law than that law rules man. God excluded from 
field which man freely occupies 

While Universalism dares brave the sneers sceptical 
age faith miracle-working God, opens the way 
thereby faith the prophecies old, the providences 
God all time, and the general integrity the Scripture 
records. Any agency God creation must the 
nature miracle; since must have been anterior to, and, 
part least, must have consisted the very establish- 
ment nature’s laws. Any like exercise the divine will 
partakes the same character. Information respecting the 
coming Messiah, lamb slain from the 
the imparted whatever method, the first pair 
the hour their condemnation, David the rhapso- 
dies his worship, Isaiah his evangelical visions, 
well that respecting the overthrow the set- 
ting and casting down kingdoms, altogether the 
nature miracles, the same time that genuine inspi- 
ration, showing the agency God unrestrained law. 

Nor can human wisdom undertake limit the methods 
method can little else than essays into the fields 
ignorance, where the possibilities the agent are infinite, 
and those the subject various human susceptibility. 
Visions and dreams may seem vague and unsatisfactory. 
But the subjective cannot judged extraneous 
observer. stretch prerogative for God make 
himself quite home the human soul. may com- 
municate with various the language 
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man illustrative symbols, the vision Peter; and 
the great events his providence. 

speaking the Scriptures revelation from God 
would guard against two opposite errors. There not 
little the Bible that does not claim revelation. 
Much purely historical. Thus, Jesus went out 
and his disciples, into the towns Cesarea Philippi: and 
the way asked his disciples, saying unto them, Whom 
men say that And they answered, John the Baptist: 
but some say Elias, and others, one the Prophets” 
(Mark viii. 27, 28). This may have opened the way 
the record the Saviour’s method drawing from his dis- 
ciples the current rumors respecting himself. All that 
needed here integrity the historian. The same may 
said the remarks numerous instances, the Pharisees, 
the Sadducees, the Scribes, and Pilate, their conversa- 
tions with Christ well those Festus and Felix 
and Agrippa, their interviews with Paul. meet the 
necessities which such facts impose say our formula 
faith The Scriptures the Old and New Testaments 
contain 

But here must guard against the opposite error the 
reducing this revelation minimum. have 
already shown, must not identified with those who, 
the free use the scalpel indiscriminating criticism, cut 
out every supernatural element from the biblical records, 
leaving the body revelation mangled 

The Universalist Confession Faith, adopted Winchester, H., 1803. 
believe that the Holy Scriptures the Old and New Testaments 
contain revelation the character God, and the duty, interest, and final 
destination mankind. Art. believe that there one God, whose nature 
love, revealed one Lord Jesus Christ, one Holy Spirit grace, who will 
finally restore the whole family mankind holiness and happiness. Art. 
believe that holiness and true happiness are inseparably connected, and 
that believers ought careful maintain order and practice good works 
for these things are good and profitable unto men.” The Universalist Church 
congratulates itself the brevity, simplicity, and comprehensiveness its Con- 
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corpse; and yet, the admission that some truths remain 
the midst the ruins, and that all truth comes from God, 
claim still that the Scriptures contain divine revelation. 
Adroit, but misleading! soul, come thou not into their 
secret. 

thus claiming maximum revelation the sacred 
records, not deny that there are difficulties sur- 
mounted. But these difficulties may attributable great 
measure, perhaps exclusively, our ignorance. The claim 
itself, course, pertains the records their original 
state. What errors have crept through the inadvertence 
transcribers, otherwise, impossible say. What 
departures from the originals the best modern texts present, 
problem concerning which the learned are greatly agi- 
tated. How far obscurity the meaning the records may 
have arisen from changes the use and meaning terms, 
from the lack those geographical, biographical, and 
historical facts necessary the elucidiation even 
modern discourse, can, perhaps, never know. would 
seem, then, that the proper attitude for reverent faith as- 
sume, even reference the the more ancient 
Scriptures, not that audacious rejection, but rather 
humble inquiry and patient study. 

This the more fitting from those high 
which override all difficulties detail. The general trend 
both Old Testament history and prophecy, well 
the New, clearly divine. They are the sacred records 
living people, large extent the hands that people, 
Bancroft’s history our hands; subject, therefore, 
verification and criticism. Their currency among the chief 
men the nation may taken establishing the leading 
facts historical verities. This done the, providential hand 
God therein seen inevitable. That providential 
direction itself revelation, and justifies the claim for 
other and varied revelations. Such mosaic providences, 
extending through long centuries, conspiring common 


end, and that end the creating and supplying 
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divine the character and purposes God, 
the duty and interest men, and the immortal destiny the 
race necessarily implies intelligence guiding and directing 
all. What thus apparent the Old Testament still 
more manifest the New. Apart, then, from all minute 
criticism, and notwithstanding confessed difficulties and 
obscurities which may chiefly attributable our ignorance, 
there remain evidences, most palpable their character, 
embracing long line conspicuous public events, that God 
has been pleased, various times and various ways, 
reveal himself, the principles his government, and the 
duty and destiny man. 

Many these revelations are such not involve the 
problem inspiration. others the fact inspiration 
vital. the discussions this subject various theories are 
propounded necessarily implied, some which appear 
lack justification, and others wholly inadequate. 

entire text, the historic records included, making the whole, 
verbatim literatim, the direct work the Holy Spirit 
has to-day, probably, few adherents. Confining ourselves 
those portions revelation which inspiration vital, 
difficult ascribe superiority value any verbal theory 
over that the inspiration the subject-matter. the 
Holy Spirit suggested the very words inspiration, they 
must necessity such those inspired were familiar 
with, otherwise the revelation would unintelligible. 
language peculiar the Holy Spirit would require lexicon 
that language for its exposition. verbal inspiration 
Scripture, therefore, must the language the hour. 
There appear many instances such inspiration. 
would seem, however, that proper appreciation the divine 
resources would forbid our limiting inspiration this single 
method. there appear other forms revelation 
than inspiration, there may other forms inspiration 
than the verbal. superintendent any enterprise may 
send the same message half dozen messengers 
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many different persons, every one whom will deliver the 
message correctly, but language differing from that 
every other one and from that the superintendent himself. 
Still another party might write correct history the trans- 
action, yet terms differing from all. such case the 
original message, which might have been wholly verbal, 
partly verbal and partly pantomimic, wholly symbolic, 
would have been common inspiration throughout the 
transaction. 

There are other considerations tending weaken the 
supposed especial value verbal inspiration. The mass 
Bible’ readers everywhere are ignorant the languages 
which the Scriptures originally appeared. the very words 
Scripture were the mass men cannot have the 
benefit the fact, inasmuch they are shut transla- 
tions, and are thus placed substantially the same attitude 
regard the revelation were those whom was origi- 
nally given, only the subject-matter were inspired. True 
inspiration, its most subtile form, perhaps, direct and 
intelligible impression from God upon the human 
numerable impressions upon men from other sources are 
vague and unintelligible. These cannot included. God 
his Spirit may dwell every heart, and yet definite 
guidance result therefrom. There are impressions, however, 
distinct, intelligible, which the inspired prophet may 
know that God with him. Out such inspirations may 
have come revelations, which individuals, cities, nations, 
have been warned, instructed, saved. 

This view strengthened turn the teachings 
Christ. Not only the mass readers come his teach- 
ings exclusively through human translations, but the trans- 
lators themselves cannot say what were the specific terms 
which Christ himself employed, since the Christian histories 
record his discourses somewhat varied phrase. Christ 
uttered the very words the Holy Spirit, but one the 
four evangelists can have recorded them, and have 
means knowing who that fortunate one is. The proba- 
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bility that none them records precisely his words, though 
substance they all agree. 

Assuming, then, that inspiration may have been indepen- 
dent precise forms words, the record the truths 
becomes human record. such, will marked all 
the mental characteristics the individual making it. 
The style, whether vivid tame, terse diffuse, will 
his. The rhetoric, the figures employed, will his. The 
literary, scientific, geographical, biographical, historical 
allusions, far these are not involved the subject- 
matter the inspiration, will his. These will conform 
the culture, the literary skill, the scientific attainments, 
and the historical knowledge the author the record. 
These belong the framework which the inspired truth 
finds its setting. Error the framework may not even 
mar the picture. Bad grammar, mixed figures rhetoric, 
allusions erroneous views history science, may 
involved the record, and yet way affect the inspired 
truths which that record presents. 

For example: Matthew describes the temptations Christ 
previous his entrance upon his public ministry 1-11). 
The last these exhibits his absolute incorruptibility, though 
the whole world were presented him bribe. The 
whole representation doubtless scenic. The 
high mountain whence may viewed all the kingdoms 
the earth the personification whatever adverse the 
work Christ the devil who taketh him thither; 
Christ bidding Satan get behind him, only God should 
worshipped these, with all the other particulars, are but 
parts general portrayal the inflexibility Christ. 
This incorruptibility the central and only important fact 
the general scene. The point the narration un- 
touched, whatever the scheme exposition may adopt. 
Let conceded that Matthew believed the devil 
real personage instead personification that thought 
the earth vast plain, instead globe, from the heights 
mountain the midst which all the kingdoms the 
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world, and the glory them, could seen; and the integ- 
rity the inspired truth revelation, would remain. The 
unhesitating devotion Christ the work his ministry 
would equally apparent. long the passage em- 
ployed exclusively this end error can arise. But 
turn aside from this end, and discuss instead problems 
geography, shall both abuse the Scriptures and fall into 
error. 

Again, the Jewish mind the time Christ 
sessed with the philosophy that variety current diseases 
were occasioned demoniacal possessions that is, the 
spirits departed persons having taken possession the 
bodies the persons afflicted. These diseased and afflicted 
ones Christ cured. The historian narrates the facts they 
appeared the Jewish mind. said have cast out 
the demons. Sometimes said simply have healed 
them. Sometimes the two expressions are coupled together, 
and said have cast out the demons and have 
healed them. The reality the demoniacal possessions 
case came into controversy. Nothing was affirmed 
denied that subject. When the historian says; 
was brought unto him one possessed with devil [demon], 
blind and dumb; and healed him, insomuch that the 
blind and dumb both spake and saw intends teach 
nothing touching possessions, but simply Christ’s power 
over blindness and dumbness. The Jewish philosophy ap- 
pears only incidentally. Christ makes affirmation 
denial it. His reasoning with the Pharisees about it, 
simply shows them their utter inconsistency, standing 
their own premises (Matt. xii. 22-30). 

Solomon compels some such discrimination his 
description virtuous woman (Prov. xxxi). She brings 
food from afar; rises while yet night; considereth 
field and buyeth it; planteth vineyard; deals merchan- 
keeps her candle burning all night; clothes her house- 
hold scarlet; covers herself with tapestry; clothes 
herself silk and manufactures and sells fine linen 
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and delivers girdles unto the merchants. part 
the purpose the wise man set forth these concrete 
forms labor requisites virtuous woman, but em- 
bodying those abstract qualities which are essentials. this 
may considered portion inspiration, can hardly 
assume that inspiration extend beyond the subject-matter. 

this view will seen that both revelation and inspi- 
ration are specific and definite; that inspiration divine 
truth, means other than verbal, may leave the servant 
God free make the record from his own vocabulary, limited 
his mental characteristics, qualities style, and literary 
and scientific knowledge. 

cannot dismiss the subject inspiration without re- 
ferring another phase doctrine concerning it. Much 
said certain quarters all truth coming from God, 
inspiration universal, the various degrees which 
imparted different persons, and the divine im- 
partiality thus exhibited. 

the divine impartiality requires that every child God 
should dealt with after precisely the same fashion fear 
its vindication would difficult. The claim that inspira- 
tion universal could hardly accepted since 
that inspiration admitted imparted different de- 
grees. inspiration universal must sub- 
stantially valueless. inspiration all men, which 
leaves the mass men profoundest error, could evidently 
spared without loss. There would remain criterion 
which distinguish the degree that reliable, from the 
degree that utterly erroneous. such case, would 
immaterial whether say all men are inspired, man 
inspired. either alternative should without 
guidance. 

rest the claim universal inspiration upon the fact that 
all men possess some truth, prostitute the term from 
sacred and technical sense mere secular and rhetorical 
sense. say men rare genius their respective 
callings, they sing, speak, write, paint, invent 
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inspiration but speak rhetorically, and means 
scientifically technically. apply the term inspiration 
the ordinary use our faculties the acquisition 
knowledge simply confuse our own thinking. well 
might claim that the sheep inspired grow wool, the 
whale secrete oil, and the horse digest his dinner. 

Thus have view two great helps for the recovery 
sinful man personal Christ and the authoritative word. 
Each aids the other. Both gradually grew into commanding 
influence. Christ becomes practically the the 
world only his truth seen and believed. The gospel 
becomes the power God unto only the liv- 
ing, risen Christ identified with the word. 
Through both Christ and the word God comes near man: 
words that speak unto you, they are spirit and they 
are life,” says our Lord. 

The New Testament presents many striking illustrations 
the powerlessness the word until illumined some 
special providence. Even the promise immortality seems 
share the common fate. God says Moses, the 
God Abraham, and the God Isaac, and the God 
and Christ adds the comment, God not the 
God the dead, but the living.” Christ said, Destroy 
this temple, and three days will build again”; but 
such sayings imparted little life. Not till Christ had risen 
from the dead did his disciples even understand that 
spake the temple his body.” Christ’s own ministry 
was relatively inefficient compared with that the 
apostles after his resurrection. commanded attention 
excited wonder; begat superficial conviction. How 
could otherwise? fed multitudes; healed the 
sick made the blind see, the deaf hear, the dumb speak. 
comforted the sorrowing. The common people heard 
him gladly and Never man spake like this man.” 
Yet they were without strength. Christ had not yet come 
them with power. When was arrested, they were 
terrified. When was condemned, they were scattered 
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every man his own. Even the ardent Peter declared, 
with oaths and curses, that knew not the man. Christ 
rose from the was seen the women, Peter, the 
eleven, and five hundred brethren once and ascended 
the Father. Still the multitude were scattered. Peter’s 
courage had returned. mustered the disciples and stood 
their midst address them. number names 
together was about hundred and twenty” 15). 
this small company was the Christian army reduced. 
Christ had not yet been fully manifested. The logic the 
crowd was feeble. had not yet practically come them 
his high character Teacher, Saviour, and risen Lord. 
With the apostles was otherwise. Upon them the 
Sun Righteousness had risen with healing his wings.” 
The day Pentecost came. were all with one 
accord one place..... They spake with other tongues, 
the Spirit gave them This was noised abroad. 
The multitude from Jerusalem, from Judea, from the 
provinces afar, together, and were confounded.” 
Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted his voice and 
preached the vast throng clearly, pointedly, faithfully. 
arraigned them the tribunal Christ. cited his 
miracles and wonders. unfolded them the counsels 
God. charged upon them rebellion against God, 
that with wicked hands they had crucified and slain their 
Lord. They were their and three 
thousand were converted aday. few days later, 
healing the man lame from his mother’s womb, when all the 
people ran together Solomon’s porch, Peter and John 
again charged home upon the Jews their exceeding guilt 
killing the Prince life, and desiring murderer 
granted unto them. Notwithstanding the priests, the captain 
the temple, and the Sadducees, being grieved that they 
taught the people, came upon them and put them hold 
until the next day, about five thousand believed (Acts 
and there evidence that any the three thousand, 


the five thousand, ever turned back. much more effec- 
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tive was the ministry the apostles, standing the com- 
pleted history Christ, than had been the ministry 
Christ himself before that history was complete. Thus was 
fulfilled the promise the Saviour his disciples; The 
works that shall also; and greater works than these 
shall do; because unto (John xiv. 12). 

this gain the key what commonly spoken 
the “second coming phraseology, however, 
little used the Both Christ and his apostles 
make frequent mention his coming. Universalists not 
understand this mean personal coming, but coming, 
rather, the moral power and spiritual energy his more 
manifest truth. Whatever manifests his truth promotes his 
coming. That coming one. thing degrees. 
Christ has come given soul when has made his truth 
effective that soul. Christ person essential the 
Christian but the Christian scheme does not rest 
Christ person. the channel the truth, teacher 
the truth, exemplifier the truth. When the truth has 
accomplished its heaven-born mission any soul, Christ has 
fully come that soul. saved not primarily from 
punishment, but from sin, and consequently from further 
punishment. 

Among the providences which carry conviction the 
human heart, divine judgments hold 
Prominent among these are the judgments verifying the 
prophecies our Lord. foretold the catastrophe 
which the nation that crucified him would meet its over- 
throw. pointed out the signs that should precede it, and 
emphasized the dire calamities involved (Matt. xxiv. 
and xxv.). This would carry conviction Christ’s Messiah- 
ship the heart the nations, and hence appropriately 
styled the coming the Son Man.” Nor there any 
authority for applying the latter part this discourse 
supposed scenes the future world. The attempt 
apply involved inextricable difficulties. The first 
portion undeniably refers events then hand. The time 


their fulfilment definitely limited (vs. 34) that 
generation. The several paragraphs are joined together, 
the admission gulf thousands years between the 
fulfilment the former and that the latter portion the 
discourse. 

The supposed hiatus more commonly placed Matt. 
31. But this formally connected what goes before 
the phrase When the Son Man shall come,” 
avail urge here that this coming the Son 
Man glory, with all his holy angels, and fol- 
lowed rewards and punishments. The Saviour had else- 
where announced just such coming the lifetime those 
about him. the Son Man shall come the glory 
his Father, with his angels; and then shall reward 
every man according his works. Verily, say unto you, 
there some standing here which shall not taste death till 
they see the Son Man coming his (Matt. xvi. 
27, 28). will seen impossible apply this judg- 
ment scenes another world, done the 
Lyman Abbott and Dr. Whedon their respective com- 
mentaries. Not simply the event limited that time 
very terms, and the manifestly close connection the 
verses with each other, but the opening clause the first 
verse itself, when properly translated. The force the 
verb about be, entirely overlooked. Christ does 
not say merely that Son Man shall come,” but 
that the Son Man about come,” etc. The passage 
Matt. xxv. 31-46 but amplification the same 
judgment. one, far aware, assumes that 
two such scenes are foretold. The limitation time the 
one, therefore, necessarily limits the other. 

The references the apostles the coming Christ, 
connection also with judgment, are somewhat vague, but 
the same character. They expected that coming and 
judgment their own time. This quite generally con- 
ceded. Were they not right? Had they not good reason? 
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Writing the eve great convulsion,—a time 
lation, such was not since the beginning the world 
this time, no, nor ever shall be” (Matt. xxiv. 
express their sense the imminence the events, and are 
justified the Saviour’s own authority. The fact their 
inspiration and the integrity their writings remain free 
imputation. But interpret the coming and judgment 
refer the end the world, rather than the end the 
age, then clearly they were error. Into this difficulty does 
the usual exposition plunge them, and there deliverance. 
Whatever theory inspiration adopted, this difficulty 
remains. The error not incidental; pertains the 
subject-matter. not the framework the picture, 
but the picture itself. 

are now prepared understand more broadly the sub- 
ject Christ’s coming. While the revelations Christ 
were illumined the judgments his time, the procession 
the ages brings still further light. His coming, the 
sense reaching the hearts men, the chief purpose his 
coming, advanced judgments, still further advanced 
whatever makes the gospel better understood. Every step 
the progress the Christian church, more glorious 
coming Christ. The awakening thus occasioned also 
frequently called resurrection. When there shall longer 
occasion for any man say his brother, Know the 
Lord” because all shall have come know him, from 
the least even unto the greatest,” Christ will have fully 
come; his glorious appearance will complete; and the 
kingdom will ready delivered the Father, that 
God may all all.” 

Perhaps the gravest objection, the popular thought, 
the view Christ’s coming here presented, found the 
remark the angels the Galileans: This same Jesus, 
which taken from you into heaven, shall come 
like manner have seen him into heaven” (Acts 
11). Instead the adverb rigidly describing the manner 
the coming, there some reason think that em- 
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ployed rather emphasize the fact; while the manner may 
already described. When the Saviour uttered his 
lament over Jerusalem, saying, often would have 
gathered thy children together, even hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, and would not,” cannot 
suppose literally described the manner his protection 
and yet the adverbs are the same. Any explanation that 
will apply the one case, will alsp apply the other. Such 
forms statement, like many the references the 
heavenly bodies connection with great changes among men, 
appear conform the style the take their place 
among the boldest examples rhetorical imagery. Thus 
Paul speaks the Lord descending heaven with 
shout, with the voice the archangel, and with the trump 
God,” and being caught together with them the 
clouds, meet the Lord the air” Thess. iv. 16, 17). 
Jesus, speaking events hand, says: Immediately after 
the tribulation those days shall the sun darkened, and 
the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall 
from heaven, and the powers heaven shall shaken: 
and then shall appear the sign the Son Man 
etc. (Matt. xxiv. Virgil,as translated Dryden, 
writing similar vein just before the Christian era, says: 
The sun reveals the secrets the sky 

And who dares give the source light the lie 

The change empires often declares, 

Fierce tumults, hidden treasons, open wars: 

first the fate Caesar did foretell, 

And pitied Rome when Rome Caesar fell 

iron chains concealed the light, 

And impious mortals found [feared] eternal night.” 

Virgil. Geor. ver. 462. 
come now state more generally the biblical doctrine 

judgment. When Christ comes the light his truth, 
any measure, any soul, that soul “stands before the 
judgment-seat Christ.” judges itself the Christian 
standard, according the light has. Christ said 
judge him; but his truth. “The Father judgeth 


4 
4 
q 
‘ 
4 
4 
. 
4 
q 
4 


486 THE DOCTRINES UNIVERSALISM. [July, 


man; but hath committed all judgment unto the Son” 
(John 22). But Christ disclaims judging personally. 
any man hear words, and believe judge him 
not; for came not judge the world, but save the 
world. that rejecteth and believeth not words, 
hath one that judgeth him; the word that have spoken, 
the same shall judge him the last day (John xii. 47, 48) 
last day spoken Joel, and applied Peter the 
Christian day (Joel ii. 28-32; Acts ii. 17-21). 

harmony with these teachings Isaiah prophesied 
Christ, shall not fail nor discouraged till have set 
judgment the earth; and the isles shall wait for his 
(Isa. 4). Christ himself says: For judgment 
come into this world” (John ix. 39). the 
judgment this world; now shall the prince this world 
cast (John xii. says: For the time 
come that judgment must begin the house Pet. 
Many scriptures, vague our version, are quite 
definite the original. Paul reasoned righteousness, 
temperance, and judgment about come” Acts 
xxiv. 25). charge thee therefore before God, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ who about judge the quick 
and the dead his appearing, and his kingdom Tim. 
John the Baptist said the Pharisees and Saddu- 
cees (Matt. iii. 7), generation vipers, who hath warned 
you flee from the wrath about come?” 
more than hundred instances used, applicable 
sometimes visible judgments, sometimes Christ’s spirit- 
ual rule the gospel day, and toa great variety events 
then about occur; but never, believed, unless 
these controverted passages, events that have not yet 
transpired whole part. 

Illustrative God’s judgments this world, the whole 
course his government presented the Old Testament 
records. Upon rulers, cities, and kingdoms, were his judg- 
ments visited for period four thousand years. Never 
was there intimation that these judgments were either 
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inadequate unjust. Having been both adequate and just, 
there would seem occasion for revising them either 
this world the world tocome. The Christian church 
congratulated the discovery that, very large 
measure least, the divine rewards are administered this 
world. There will remain, therefore, reason for that 
scenic and universal arraignment before visible tribunal, 
which the objective point much Christian labor. The 
clumsy adjustments earthly courts, sitting long inter- 
vals, with their sheriffs, and juries, and pleadings, will 
longer the pattern for purely spiritual administration. 
may above all things sure that God keeps the adminis- 
tration his government well hand. Consequently his 
judgments, whether understood specifically the determina- 
tion character, its broader acceptation, including 
all the elements his government, cannot fall far arrears. 

The Universalist doctrine the divine rewards will now 
readily understood. Outward and visible under the law, 
they were educational well retributive. Spiritual and 
invisible under the gospel, they are the fruitage truth 
acting upon the moral sense. The law was the schoolmaster 
bring men Christ. Strictly speaking, the rewards 
duty are exclusively Secondary results may 
physical, economical, social. Duty bears directly the 
moral law; indirectly, variety other laws. Other 
things being equal, duty favors health, wealth, reputation. 
Seek first the kingdom God, and his righteousness and 
all these things shall added unto you.” Nevertheless, 
health and outward prosperity are not the rewards virtue. 
These come conformity the physiological, economic, 
and social laws our being. Wisdom one direction may 
joined with folly another. Success, therefore, one 
direction may joined with failure, There may 
great worldly prosperity, and utter spiritual leanness. 
There may great spiritual prosperity, and utter worldly 
leanness. variety outward condition, therefore, can 
impugn divine justice. Pope has said: 


4 
q 
4 


488 THE DOCTRINES UNIVERSALISM. July, 


sometimes virtue starves while vice fed 
What then, the reward virtue bread 
That vice may ’tis the price toil, 
The knave deserves it, when tills the soil 
The knave deserves it, when tempts the main, 
Where folly fights for kings, dives for gain 
The good man may weak, indolent 
Nor his claim plenty, but content.” 

carefully study the fortunes the vicious, shall 
find little occasion envy their occasional successes. The 
injustice their methods often vitiates their well-laid plans. 
They are snared the work their own They 
“fall into the pit their own hands have digged.” Position 
and power are sometimes gained falsehood and indirec- 
tion but they are little worth. Men build for themselves 
gilded but the contents are death. still remains 
true, that wisdom better than and that the 
divine rewards are various human service. 

still assumed that these rewards this world are 
inadequate, appeal the next world can scarcely afford 
relief. the fruitage righteousness inadequate 
recompense, whence shall the deficiency supplied Shall 
the fruitage unrighteousness added? The delights 
golden and sensual heaven given over, righteousness, 
peace, and joy the Holy Ghost” are all that 
these fail, the bank heaven broken. 

the other hand, the recompense the wicked must 
the same kind they here experience. The imagination 
may quickened the rhetoric the undying worm,” 
the unquenchable fire,” the smoke their torments,” 
the outer darkness,” and the like; but once interpreted 
rhetoric, these figures can only enhance our appreciation 
the present fruitage sin. sin shall cease, its fruitage 
will cease. sin shall continue, its fruitage must continue 
and that fruitage now inadequate, will not then 
inadequate? One two things; either both the good and 
the bad are now adequately rewarded and the law God 
vindicated that law insufficient for the work assigned 
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it, and must depend extraneous helps. the latter, 
“worms,” They can hardly all these the 
same time. Solomon says; Behold the righteous shall 
recompensed the earth; much more the wicked and the 
sinner”’ (Prov. xi. accredit the witness. 

The principles retribution are not commercial. given 
sin does not entail given number stripes. The same 
act sin, different persons, does not produce the same 
fruitage woe. There are various degrees responsibility, 
and various degrees incorrigibleness. From the bitter 
fountain flows the bitter stream. The bitterness the one 
modified the bitterness the The wicked are 
like the troubled sea, when cannot rest, whose waters cast 
mire and dirt. There peace, saith God, the 
(Isa. 20, 21). The moral nature man, 
under the light divine truth, cannot peace sin. 
This not all question times and seasons, but 
purpose and character. When the fountain dry the stream 
will longer flow. When, penitence, the wicked turn 
from their wickedness and are forgiven God, they are 
longer like the troubled sea.” incarcerate crimi- 
nals for given number months years. There noth- 
ing analogous this the divine government. The sinner 
under abiding command repent and turn unto the 
who will have mercy upon him, and our God who 
will abundantly pardon (Isa. lv. 6-9). This the result 
which punishment seeks. This gained, the rod chastise- 
ment laid aside. 

not forget that the church presents various reasons 
for the punishment offenders. Among them, may 
named the desire reform the transgressor, restrain him 
from further transgression, warn others the danger 
sinning, protect the community, vindicate law, and 
satisfy justice. The first these, should said, the 
primary purpose, and includes all the others, which are but 


secondary and incidental. Whatever chastisement requi- 
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site arrest the attention the transgressor, subdue his 
stubbornness, gain respect for the rights others, and 
secure obedience, legitimate and ethically defensible. 
Such chastisement will best deter others from sinning. 
shows the failure transgression. protects the commu- 
nity converting depredators into defenders. vindicates 
the law, showing that will rest nothing that not 
merciful, just,and true. consummation, venture 
think, justice rests with delight. 

this dealing with the sinner, observe, not blow 
struck, not pang inflicted, that his own good does not 
require. measure whatever, regards his 
chastisement, made sacrifice for the good others. Excess 
justice would quite ruinous its deficiency. Justice, 
indeed, does not admit either excess deficiency. Divine 
retribution morally wholesome, from all points view. 
Not element that not morally defensible its 
direct and exclusive relations the transgressor himself. 
Were otherwise, the angels would stand aghast. When 
the sinner brought penitence, excess chastisement 
would outrage. Not the moral sense the victim 
alone, nor other criminals, would cry out against it, but 
the whole community. Its spiritual health would damaged. 
Its sense rectitude and propriety would confused. 
wise parent would not inflict penalty upon innocent 
child for the restraint other and guilty children his 
household, nor for the vindication law. more, for 
these purposes, would inflict penalty, any measure 
which improper. affectionate and persistent adminis- 
tration government that holds the child rigidly duty, 
and secures submission, above all things wholesome 
family discipline, and will best secure all incidental good. 
Righteousness the same earth and heaven. isa 
misfortune oppose the moral sense the world the 
government ascribe God. 

have thus far avoided the discussion the abstract de- 
mands justice. Its principles, however, have seen 


1883.] THE DOCTRINES UNIVERSALISM. 491 


operation. There technical church view justice, 
which recognized nowhere out the church. very 
commonly supposed rigid and unyielding principle, 
before which everything else must give way. unyield- 
ing. every other attribute God. one 
bute required give place any other. The divine 
attributes are perfectly harmonious. Love requires justice 
and justice requires love. Wisdom essential both; and 
mercy the fruit their blending energies. The criterion 
justice the divine law. That law issummed the 
two great commandments: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy soul, and thy neighbor thyself. these 
two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 
Were these two commandments perfectly obeyed, justice 
would satisfied. wonder that they are not 
perfectly obeyed. Born zero knowledge and power, 
man would not reach perfect obedience. Even when knowl- 
edge the right gained, man not free from the winds 
selfishness and passion. perfect life man would 
have been great miracle was the perfect life 
Christ. 

Still, love the fulfilling the law. Justice cannot 
done till the law obeyed. Till then has imperative 
claims upon each and upon all. But what claims? Its 
original claims,— that love God with all the soul, and our 
neighbor ourselves. Justice seeks this continually. 
default the claim being answered, justice undertakes 
remove the difficulty. warns, chides, chastises, punishes. 
How long? Till its end gained. How great are its 
great the obstacles the way, and the 
end sought, may require. They cannot made great 
defeat the end and thwart the primary claim. But what 
the sinner shall remain The discipline must 
continue. But may not prove eternally incorrigible, and 
justice foiled? Yes, justice seeks impracti- 
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confronted with unexpected and insurmountable obstacles 
work the hearts kings are not the Lord’s hands 
(Prov. xxi. the will his people not his power 
(Ps. cx. 3); word, man God, and God only 
man, justice may obliged surrender its primary claim, 
and stand forever baffled. Worse still, punishment the 
irreversible doom. Justice will still have surrendered its 
primary claim love God and man, and will have ac- 
cepted its precise opposite rebellion against God, 
and eternal hatred man, which eternal injustice. Its 
motives for punishment are now changed. Originally 
sought obedience. now rests eternal disobedience. 
began with aim that necessarily limited infliction; 
accepts result involving unlimited infliction. began 
with ends despair. began with chastisement 
spirit quite other than paternal. 

There another aspect under which our duty view 
the demands justice. The very first duty parent 
the children brings into the world. bound in- 
vest them with the best constitution his power. 
culpable, through any fault his they inherit disease. 
responsible, through his moral delinquency they in- 
herit moral infirmities. Justice demands the parent 
support, protection, and shelter infancy education, training 
and nurture childhood and assistance, counsel, and guid- 
ance youth,—all this, virtue the fact that 
their parent. Having taken the responsibility their parent- 
age, all else necessarily follows. true there may also 
reflex duties children parent. The child will owe 
gratitude, obedience, but the child must 
trained these duties the parents. The parent’s obliga- 
tions are primary, and cannot put off. His fidelity must 
not depend the children; rather the childrens’ fidelity 
will depend largely the parent. 
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The analogies this relationship readily suggest them- 
selves. God the universal Father. voluntarily as- 
sumed the responsibility creation. would moral 
idiocy deny that responsibility. The great family 
man his; but not his sport with, much less mal- 
treat. had right create thoughtlessly wantonly 
right create without end view, and that end 
good one. had right thwart his own purpose 
the granting hazardous powers. properly 
withold his from single link-in the long chain 
causes that bear the infant from its mother’s arms the 
bosom Abraham’s God. The necessary education the 
world with him. The providences, instrumentalities, and 
opportunities necessary for the discipline the world 
himself, his responsibility provide. responsibility 
man that can arise along the line God’s providences 
can override the divine responsibilities, multiply the divine 
obligations. there shall failure then, fundamen- 
tally his failure. However man may share the failure, 
may shelter himself under the shadow the greater failure 
above him. earthly parent cannot fail the rearing 
his children usefulness life without something shame 
himself. Much less can the Infinite Father fail his 
purpose discipline the world himself without shadow 
resting upon his throne. 

Justice now shines with joyous light. commands in- 
finite power, wisdom, and love for the instruction, regenera- 
tion, and salvation man. wields all the resources the 
universe enforce its inflexible claim upon man love 
God with all his heart, and his neighbor himself. Hence, 
from every point view, justice guarantees the salvation 
the world. 

singular refinement reasoning, certain quarters, 
universal salvation admitted, and yet endless punishment 
(not misery) maintained. Sin, said, dwarfs the soul. 
babe Christ. However may afterward progress, 
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will never attain high moral rank, any given 
moment, would have held had never sinned. 
This will forever reduce his measure happiness, and there- 
fore prove endless loss. 

would seem pity destroy the last hope those who 
are eagerly borne this result. But there are few 
obvious remarks which submitted. man is, 
can be, conscious such punishment; as, contrary the 
premise, this imply spiritual capacity already de- 
veloped, but unfilled. The Scriptures nowhere recognize 
such hazard. conflicts with biblical principles 
which are fundamental: Where sin abounded, grace did 
much more (Rom. Though your sins 
scarlet, they shall white snow; though they red 
like crimson, they shall wool” Let the 
wicked..... our God, for will abundantly 
pardon” (Isa. lv. 7). presumes progress 
measured progress, serried ranks. applies the 
best, not less than the worst men; infants, idiots, 
and heathen, not less than sinners; all later genera- 
tions compared with earlier ones the same character. 
means certain that great sinners are dwarfs 
moral powers. The qualities which made Saul Tarsus 
great persecutor made him equally great defender. 
Besides, were so, men different capacities may 
equally happy. Loving God with all the soul, whatever 
its capacity, supreme bliss. gill cup may full 
gallon measure. Universalists dare not deny that those 
who come the eleventh hour will receive every man 
penny. 

Universalism does not claim that this work accomplished 
this side the grave. know not, indeed, what changes 
may wrought the very hour death. But affirm 
nothing the realm the unknown. The righteousness 
his children must alike dear God all worlds. 
cannot, therefore, his providence, bar any soul death 
from coming him. Nay, his grace cannot cease plead 
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with any soul. Many are the promises which can fulfilled 
only the after-death efficiency divine grace. Not yet 
has Christ drawn all men unto him.” Not this world 
does Christ subdue all things unto himself, preparatory 
the delivery the kingdom the Father, that God may 
all all” Cor. xv. 28). Not this world 
see “gathered together one all things Christ, both 
which are heaven, and which are earth, even 
according God’s good pleasure, which hath purposed 
(Eph. 9,10). Not here see every knee 
bow Christ, and every tongue confess him Lord, the 
glory God the Father” (Phil. ii. 9-11). Not this side 
the grave the vision the Revelator fulfilled: And 
every creature which heaven, and the earth, and 
under the earth, and such are the sea, and all that are 
them, heard saying, Blessing, and honor, and glory, and 
power unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb for ever and ever” conclude 
hence that such consummation can never reached 
clusion that challenges the power heaven, and blasts the 
hope earth—demands the most absolute authority. 
Where can that authority found 

But for single dogma the Protestant church, and 
adopted, would seem, rid itself the Romish purgatory, 
such conclusion would not to-day thought of. 
refer the dogma change after dogma 
once unreasonable, unphilosophical, and con- 
fusedly defended partialism, unhesitatingly rejected 
Universalism. there shall moral change after death, 
will follow, not simply that sinners Christendom will 
remain sinners, the heathen would continue heathenism, 
undeveloped infants and idiots remain blank ignorance 
forever, but the church itself will bear eternally the stains 
that mark here, and share heaven only the blessedness 
involved its present measure righteousness. Promptly 
does the church itself reject these conclusions. practically 
joins issue with itself every one these points. The 
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sinners this world, are now told, grow worse and 
worse the next. The honest heathen will instructed 
Christ and saved the world The veil igno- 
rance will rent away from infancy and idiocy, and the 
light heaven introduce them the kingdom God. 
And even the poverty earthly saintship will enriched 
and quickened the presence the King eternal. Surely, 
little respected its friends, need have very 
little weight our judgment highest things. New light 
all worlds must bring new moral conditions. man 
shall hereafter remain free—a condition equally necessary 
both obedience and must the 
subject new light, and move new moral states. 
bar change character, therefore, there must deeper 
change nature. Can such change redound the glory 
God 

The Scriptures give support this dogma. Those 
adduced this end are misapplied commentators believing 
the dogma themselves being judges. The parable the 
rich man Hades expressive the woes the rejected 
Jewish nation this world. Hades should never trans- 
lated hell, the authors the revised New Testament 
confess (Luke xvi. 19-31). The men unto whom ap- 
pointed die, but after this the (Heb. 
ix. 29), are the high-priests under the law, who once year 
entered the blood others into the holy holies thus 
symbolically dying for the nation—and came thence wear- 
ing the breastplate judgment, announcing forgiveness 
the people. The Revelator’s language, that unjust, 
let him unjust still; and that filthy, let him filthy 
still; and that righteous, let righteous still 
and that holy, let him holy (Rev. xxii. 11), 
misapplied world. found, indeed, near 
the end the Bible; but means applies the end 
all things. follows immediately the injunction: Seal 
not the sayings this book; for the time hand” (vs. 
10). Revelation opens with the caution that the events 
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“must shortly come pass” (Rev. 1); and closes with 
its substantial repetition: time hand” (Rev. 
xxii. Behold, come quickly and reward with 
me, give every man according his work shall (vs. 
12). Itis preposterous suppose that these events have 
not yet transpired. Daniel, writing within seven hundred 
years the overthrow the Jewish state, bidden, 
thy way, Daniel; for the words are closed and sealed till 
the time the end” (Dan. xii. 9). possible that the 
Revelator, whose injunction was: Seal not the sayings 
this book for the time (xxii. 10), referred 
events eighteeen hundred years away, with indefinite ages 
yet transpire? seems far more probable that these 
events are part identical with those which Daniel wrote 
especially the Revelation John appears have been 
written before the year our era, and while the Jewish 
temple, with its Gentile court, was still standing (Rev. 
xi. 2). 

little successful the support this dogma the 
argument recently deduced from habit. This argument does 
not all sustain the doctrine change after 
since alleged the sinner will grow worse and worse. Its 
only force goes show that there can change for the 
better. But has any real value this end? 
gives cannot constrain. The profane man may 
utter oath with every breath; but place him the pres- 
ence those profoundly respects, and his profanity 
hushed. Habit gives the musician facility cannot com- 
pel the use the instrument. Besides, the next world 
has nothing store for man but the natural fruitage the 
habits here formed, open question whether the cheer- 
ful hilarity sinner will not stand him better 
stead than will the sad blissfulness many saint. all 
such discussions must step aside from the technical piety 
the sects—from their shibboleths, their genuflexions, 
formulae, and stand face face with 
everlasting verities. 

XL. No. 159. 
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Universalism maintains the sovereignty God over the 
human will. Men are stubborn through error, passion, 
prejudice. While God may not directly attack the will, 
may break down all the bulwarks its persistency. 
may flash the light truth upon the understanding, dispell- 
ing its errors. may afflict the spirit his judgments, 
dissolve the bonds passion and prejudice, and open new 
fountains feeling. Out these changed conditions may 
spring new motives, volitions, purposes. These are among 
the steps human regeneration every age. The worst 
men will saved the same principles the best. 
The freedom the human will all will alike respected. 
Man made willing the day God’s power. should 
solicitous preserve the freedom the human 
will destroy the freedom the divine will. make 
the human will sovereign —even whimsically and lawlessly 
sovereign introduce confusion, and spread abroad un- 
certainty throughout the universe. said, God cannot 
save man against his equally true that God can- 
not damn man against his will. Salvation condition 
which human powers co-operate with divine grace. The 
saving man, therefore, the bringing his powers into 
such co-operation. The only thing that makes salvation 
necessary perversity will. remove this perversity 
save. Such salvation explicitly salvation from sin. 
Those who say, God cannot effect this, have forgotten the 
history Abraham, and Joseph, and Moses, and David, and 
Peter, and Paul; and have relapsed unconsciously into 
atheism. 

Universalism rejects the doctrine the resurrection 
the body, conditional immortality, and sleep 
future day general uprising. The resurrection Christ’s 
body was for evidential purposes, and affords more reason 
for supposing that our bodies will raised than that they 
will raised forty hours after death. What appears 
Paul’s teaching accepted authority and highly 
For know that our earthly house this 
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tabernacle were dissolved, have building God, 
house not made with hands, eternal the heavens” Cor. 
regarded death gain; and believed that 
departing should with Christ (Phil. 21-23). de- 
scribing the resurrection the dead, says, is, sown 
spiritual body” Cor. xv. 42,43). have borne 
the image the earthy, shall also bear the image the 
heavenly (vs. very term resurrection appears 
include, not simply life, but regenerated life beyond the grave. 
Hence, its application the moral awakening men this 
world (John 25-29) scarcely figure. Man not 
saved sin, nor death his saviour. Death delivers man 
from temptation, and may accompanied experiences 
fraught with great moral power. only moral power 
that saves. long darkness and alienation continue, 
condemnation will continue. The removal the veil will 
introduce new light and new glory. Paul says, For 
now see through glass, darkly; but then face face. 
Now know part; but then shall know even also 
now are the sons God, and doth not yet appear 
what shall but know that when shall appear, 
2). the elder Ballou sang: 
night before the rays 
morning flees away, 


Sin shall retire before the blaze 
God’s eternal day.” 


Nothing affirmed the first moments consciousness 
the after-death state. While the Scriptures describe that 
state incorruptible and glorious, some Universalists think 
period discipline, longer shorter, may elapse before 
that glory will fully revealed. And if, this discipline, 
punishment shall included, will neither approach the 
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fires duration, nor other than the natu- 
ral fruitage sin. Others with whom the writer himself 
sympathizers, regard the change from this world next 
far greater, and, morally considered, far more important. 
The veil that cast over all nations will removed. The 
unclouded glories God will shine upon the soul. Mortality 
being swallowed life, man will deny future life 
any more. Standing face face with the Father, man 
will deny the being God any more. Beholding his in- 
finite wisdom, his infinite power, his infinite goodness, his 
infinite mercy, his infinite justice, and especially his infinite 
love love which there pulpit cant, legal 
technical dodges, nullifying relationships; but which 
upright and downright love, embracing you and me, and the 
entire man will deny God’s real and personal 
love any more. Love begets love. love him, because 
first loved us.” the fulfilling the law.” 
Here, then, are moral changes, growing out moral causes, 
which can hardly fail prompt their influence, and far 
reaching their power. All the light this world but 
darkness compared the day. The Patriarchal, Mosaic 
and Prophetic times are many rills mingling the river 
Christian love which flows the throne God. But, 
reverently approach that throne, the infinite ocean love 
stretches out before us. All that involved penitence 
and forgiveness will experienced the hatefulness 
sin shall compel its and the meridian light the 
Sun Righteousness shall photograph the moral image 
God upon every soul. With John can say: know 
that when shall appear, shall like him; for 
shall see him is.” There may after growth, and un- 
ceasing progress amid the infinite wonders God; but 
salvation will enjoyed all along the way. 


> 
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SYMPOSIUM THE ANTEDILUVIAN NARRATIVES. 
LENORMANT, DELITZSCH, HAUPT, DILLMANN. 


a 


PROFESSOR SAMUEL IVES CURTISS, D.D., CHICAGO THEOLOGICAL 


translator, editor, and publisher this work have ren- 
dered important contribution biblical studies pro- 
ducing English While handles the subject 
which treats learned and scientific way, yet quite 
within the comprehension every intelligent reader who 
interested such subjects. 

The author, who was born 1835, Paris, and who 
professor archaeology, and librarian the Bibliothéque 
Nationale, has secured good reputation archaeology and 
numismatics. More recently has devoted himself the 
primitive history Semitic peoples. Among his works 
may mentioned the Manual the Ancient History the 
East, two volumes, London and Philadelphia, 1869-70. 
The first edition the original was published 
three volumes, and the sixth 1876. His Chaldaean Magic, 
London, 1877, first appeared French 1874, and was 
published revised edition German, Jena, 1878. 

the preface the work which are considering 


Beginnings History according the Bible and the Traditions 
Oriental Peoples, from the Creation Man the Deluge. Frangois Len- 
ormant, Professor Archaeology the National Library with 
Introduction Francis Brown, Associate Professor Biblical Philology, 
Union Theological Seminary. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons. 1882. 

consider them, however, worthy stripes because they have failed 
provide the book with index. always glow with indignation when 
see such omission which ought never occur the case any book 
designed for scholars, this age when there are many books examined. 


502 THE ANTEDILUVIAN NARRATIVES. 


his critical views. His position that the ordinary 
evangelical critics, who hold that the Scriptures God has 
revealed the truths salvation, rather than those science 
and history. the Bible does not seem any less 
revelation God him, because recognizes the Jeho- 
vist and the Elohist the Pentateuch, because main- 
tains that the records found the first eleven chapters 
Genesis are largely derived from Babylonian traditions. 
His views, given his own language, are follows: 
Never yet the course career which already reckons 
quarter century given study, have come face 
face with genuine conflict between science and religion. 
far concerned, the two domains are absolutely dis- 
tinct, and not exposed collision.” With reference the 
authority the Scriptures says: believe firmly the 
inspiration the sacred books, and with absolute 
submission the doctrinal decisions the church this 
respect. But know that these decisions extend inspiration 
only that which concerns religion, touching faith and 
practice, or, other words, solely the supernatural teach- 
ings contained the Scriptures. other matters the 
human character the writers the Bible fully evident. 
Where the physical sciences were concerned they did not 
have exceptional they followed the common, and even 
the prejudiced, opinions their age..... The Holy Spirit has 
not been concerned either with the revelation scientific 
truths with universal history.” 

With regard the unity the composition the books 
scholar that century external and internal criticism 
the text has led positive results this point, which have 
not yet accepted without demur, though finally compelled 
yield evidence..... hold fully demonstrated the 
distinction between the two fundamental documents, Elohist 
and Jehovist, which served sources the final editor the 
four books the Pentateuch.....And especially 
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the manner which the final editor compiler has abstained, 
beyond certain degree, from harmonizing the two texts 


their divergencies that seems decisive proof 


the holy and inspired character which already recog- 
nized their composition.” 

finally raises the question, how the first chapters 
Genesis should regarded, and replies: not 
count dictated God himself..... tradition..... 
which all the great nations Western Asia possessed 
common, with some variations..... The family Abraham 
catried this tradition with the migration which brought 
from the Chaldees into Palestine..... The first 
chapters Genesis constitute Book the Beginnings,’ 
accordance with the stories handed down Israel from 
generation generation ever since the time the patriarchs, 
which, all its essential affirmations, parallel with the 
statements the sacred books from the banks the 
Euphrates and Tigris.” 

this point anticipates the objection, Where, then, 
the inspiration the writers? and answers: “In the abso- 
lutely new spirit which animates their narration..... The 
exuberant polytheism which encumbers these stories among 
the Chaldaeans has been carefully eliminated. .... The essen- 
tial features the form tradition have been preserved, and 
yet between the Bible and the sacred books Chaldaea there 
all the difference one the most tremendous revolu- 
tions which have ever been effected human beliefs..... 
Ido not hesitate find the effect supernatural 
intervention divine Providence, and bow before the God 
who inspired the Law and the 

After the author has given the biblical accounts contained 
the first eleven chapters Genesis the twofold form, 
far they occur, passes the main subject the book,— 
Comparative Study the Biblical Account and Parallel 
Traditions, which discusses eight chapters. The object 
the book, stated his own language, (p. 337) 
demonstrate that the first chapters 
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nothing more than collection ancient Hebrew traditions 
the beginning things..... held common the 
nations whom they were surrounded, and very special 
way with the Chaldaeo-Babylonians. This compilation was 
made inspired writers, who found means, while collating 
the old narratives, make them the figurative ‘garb eter- 
nal truths, such the creation the world personal 
God; the descent mankind from single pair; their fall 
consequence the guilt the first parents, which put 
them under the dominion sin; the free-will character 
the first sin, and those which followed its train. But 
while drawing sublime dogmatic teaching from the sequence 
this traditional history, the value and authority which 
are not the least impaired lessened this way 
understanding the sacred book, and while impressing upon 
the story the stamp the most rigorous monotheism, which 
could not possibly have always preserved the popular 
narratives, the legendary and allegorical tone have been re- 
tained.” 

the first chapter treats the creation man. 
finds that the Egyptian account bears striking resemblance 
that the Jehovist document Genesis, wherein God 
forms man out the dust the ground. says that 
still find among peoples who have not yet emerged from the 
savage state, the same notion prevailing man fashioned 
out the earth the hand the Creator.” For example 
the first man according the Peruvians called Animated 
earth,” the Mandans relate that the Great Spirit moulded 
two figures out clay, and animated them with the breath 
his mouth, who were called the first man and his com- 
panion, and Taeroa the great god Tahati formed man out 
red earth. 

the other hand, the Babylonian narrative creation 
follows the same order the Elohist. Unfortunately, among 
the tablets discovered the gifted George Smith none con- 
tains account the creation man; but Ea, the god 
pure life, mentioned having formed with his hands the 
race man.” 
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the mythology the Scandinavians and Germans 
find the belief that the gods drew the first human beings 
from the trunks trees; there are also traces the same 
thing the Vedas. The religion Zoroaster, however, 
the only one the ancient learned religions the world 
which refers the creation the voluntary act personal 
god, distinct from primordial matter. repre- 
sented creating the universe and man six successive 
periods, occupying three hundred and sixty-five days, and 
ending with the creation man. 

conclusion Lenormant thinks that the Elohistic account 
the creation man indicates that was created 
double being male and female constituted 
Adam,—and calls attention the fact that the verse says 
and not This interpretation was held 
who thinks that Plato’s account the primitive 
Androgynus agrees entirely with that the sacred books. 

The account the fall follows chapter second. The 
author begins with the statement that one the most uni- 
versal traditions that the progenitors the human race 
were state Edenic happiness. find among the 
Egyptians, and among all the peoples the Aryan 
Japhetic race. Among the Aryan nations this belief con- 
nected with the four successive ages the world, lasting 
twelve thousand years, which are marked gradual de- 
generacy expressed the names the metals, gold, silver, 
brass, and iron. are living the iron age —the worst 
all. 

noticeable fact that religious philosophies 
which took root outside that revelation whose depository 
was among the chosen people made account whatever 
the fall.” truth against which human pride revolts, 
and which has forgotten the traditions the infancy 
the race. rejecting this doctrine sin, the 
majority the peoples pagan antiquity were led take 
that emanation, and continual degeneracy the 


human race proportion they were removed from their 
XL. No. 159. 
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starting-point. find, however, legend common 
Oriental Aryans prior their separation into two branches, 
that Yima, who unites himself the characteristics ascribed 
Genesis Adam and Noah, after season blameless 
living, commits the sin which burden his descendants, 
which causes his expulsion from the paradisaic land, and gives 
him over the power the wicked spirit 
But there proof that the first sin related 
the Scriptures formed part the Babylonian and Chal- 
daean accounts the origin the world and man; yet 
Lenormant finds traces tradition the fall among the 
Phoenicians and Chaldaeans, although far less spiritual 
character, account the grossly materialistic spirit 
pantheism characterizing the religions these countries. 

With respect the tempter says: Among all the 
highly civilized peoples whose traditions have 
[the great serpent] symbolical [the] dark and evil 
power its broadest While holds firmly 
the dogma the fall the human race, consequence 
the perverted use which its authors make their free- 
will,” yet thinks may safely hold that the form 
the serpent attributed the tempter may its origin have 
been essentially naturalistic symbol,” and adds: Nothing 
compels its literal sense the the third 
chapter Genesis.” 

The third chapter discusses the cherubim and the revolving 
sword and the author says: are compelled settle 
down upon Chaldaea the place whence the narration 
where find “in inscription dating back 
the remotest past this country.” 

The fourth chapter treats the fratricide and foundation 
the first city. The fact here pointed out, was first 
indicated Sir Henry Rawlinson, that the Chaldaean tablets 
discovered George Smith were arranged according the 
signs the zodiac, e.g. the eleventh month called 
the curse rain’; its myth being the deluge, and its 
zodiacal sign the third month called the 
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the sign the zodiac was Gemini. this connec- 


Lenormant speaks the frequent recurrence the 


tradition fratricide connection with the formation 
city, from Cain who built the first city Chanok after slaying 
Abel Romulus who laid the foundations Rome the 
blood his brother Remus. closing finds philological 
evidence favor the story respecting Cain coming from 
Chaldaea. quotes from Gen. iv. When thou hast 
not done well, sin places itself ambush thy door, and 
its appetite turned toward thee.” The participle 
robétz, here employed substantive, constitutes the only 
known Hebrew example the verb Assyrian 
rabatz has the two current one 
ambush, spying.’ ..... The seven Rabici are numbered 
among the most redoubtable the malevolent and infernal 
spirits.” too iv. where Cain says, crime 
too great for carry the burden finds the same 
idea and image that existing the religious poetry 
Chaldaea, which affords interesting parallels the peniten- 
tial Psalms. 

next proceed, chapter fifth, discussion the 
Shethites and the The author does not hesitate 
say that regards the genealogy given the Jehovist 
chapter four the Cainites, and that the Shethites 
chapter five given the Elohist, artificial and that they 
were prepared order establish exact and constant 
parallelism between the two lines descent from the criminal 
and accursed son and from the just and blessed son, 
marking the contrast between malediction and election the 
signification the names either line, which resemble each 
other closely sound.” 

treating this subject Lenormant calls attention 
the way which the Elohist reduces the heroes popular 
traditions human proportions, and remarks that their very 
great age, which quite inconsistent with the physiological 
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conditions the terrestrial life man, only indicates 
difference from the regular records the best attested 
genealogies. The Jehovist, however, does not assign any 
age the Cainites, who preserve decidedly legendary phys- 
iognomy. The name Lemek introduces cycle 
heroic legends, one might almost say myths; only great 
reserve should used employing this term biblical 
narratives, since the spirit this book the widest 
remove from the mythos, seen among polytheistic nations. 
Lemek have direct condemnation polygamy and 
personal vengeance, since their origin carried back the 
race the accursed the eve the flood, when all flesh 
had corrupted its way the earth.” 

While the three sons Lemek find worthy parallels 
the mythic genealogies Phoenicia there existed neither 
among the Phoenicians nor the Chaldaeans two parallel lines 
primitive heroes, one criminal, the other righteous, 
the one cursed, the other blessed. ..... The originality 
the Bible narrative lies precisely this distinction between 
these two antagonistic lines the representatives ante- 
diluvian humanity ..... and this sense alone that 
can granted that the two tables the Cainites and 
Shethites were formed systematic duplicating single 
primitive list which may have been common the Terachites 
and other people the same race ..... accordance 
with the characteristics attributed severally the children 
Cain and Sheth.” 

Lenormant admits the principle stated Knobel, although 
does not accept its application, that the sons Lemek 
have types the great human families the sons 
Noah and quotes with approval from Baron d’Eckstein, 
who affirms that the shepherd patriarchs should always 
taken collectively, standing for their actual family. 

With respect the ten antediluvian patriarchs, whom 
our author treats chapter six, finds that the Iranians 
had nine heroes mythical character who succeed 
maretan, the typical man; that the Hindus their cos- 


mogonic legends have nine who with Brahma 
make ten; that the Chinese reckon ten emperors sharing 
the divine nature before the and that the Ger- 
mans and Scandinavians, not allude others, believed 
the ten ancestors Wodan Odin. accounts for the 
constant repetition the number ten many different 
nations, because this epoch ten was the highest number 
that had been reached, and was equivalent many.” 

Chapter seven discusses what meant the intermar- 
riages the children God and the daughters men. 
The author thinks that here the mythic coloring more 
decidedly pronounced than any other part the Penta- 
teuch. rejects the view those who maintain that 
marriages between men noble birth and women inferior 
rank are indicated, and also the view more commonly 
accepted that union between the Sethites and the voluptu- 
ous daughters Cain intended. thinks that the only 
legitimate interpretation the chapter that the sons 
God who were angels (bené cohabited with 
the daughters men, descendants Adam, and that 
from this unnatural union race giants sprung. finds 
this only soberer and less repulsive form myths which 
were current among the Persians and the Rabbins the 
intermixture demons with women; and says that the 
legend among the pagan nations which comes nearest 
complete cycle myths founded upon the idea that 
the heroes participating the divine nature, and superior 
other men, are sons the gods, issues amorous unions 
between the race immortals and that men.” Lenor- 
mant considers that here and the passage about Nimrod 
“the narrator longer speaks directly the name 
inspiration- which guides him, but simply appears the 
recorder current tradition,” and that his language might 
paraphrased These are the men who are known the 
heroes old, about whom many tales are told.” 

But adopting the popular legend which represented the 
heroes, demigods, the sons gods and the daughters 
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men was only possible for the inspired writer with his 
spiritual views the one God, who never mentioned 
connection with female deity, modify the popular tradi- 
tion, that angels are represented mingling with women. 
The Bible represents the result this unnatural union 
giants, accordance with common representation among 
the various peoples. According the apocryphal book 
Ezra the stature men has been growing less since the 
deluge. This amplification the idea the Talmudic 
legends, which represent that Adam was endowed 
digious size and strength. have proof 
that such belief has real foundations, but simply 
product the imagination. ..... back can trace 
the vestiges mankind, the races who lived the 
quarternary period, side side with the great mammifers 
extinct species, may proved that the medium height 
our species has not been modified the course centuries, 
and that has never exceeded its existent limits.” 

Lest, however, this should prove stumbling-block 
some one, quotes the following words from 
gave supernatural light the writers the Bible, 
but this supernatural light, like revelation general, had for 
its sole object the manifestation religious truths, and not the 
communication profane knowledge; and may, without 
violating the claims these sacred writers upon our venera- 
tion, without weakening the dogma inspiration, frankly 
acknowledge that profane learning, consequently likewise 
regards the physical sciences, they are not one whit supe- 
rior their contemporaries, and even share the errors com- 
mon the epoch and their nation.” 

The author further shows that was tradition, common 
the Aryan less than the Cushite and Semitic peoples, 
not only that there were giants, but also that they were 
violent, were rebels against heaven, and that they were 
punished. notice, however, the very different way 
which the Jehovist has treated this tradition. The Gentiles 
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are essentially devil-worshippers from fear the power 
the vanquished spirits. But Jehovah jealous God. 
admits rivals his worship. Hence the Jehovist has 
produced complete disenchantment regard the giants. 
They are mere men, impious beings, justly and 
the original reader put his guard against corrupt 
mixture admiration and condemnation. 

Chapter eight, the last and longest the book, treats 
the deluge. .This the most universal all the traditions, 
and found among all the great races except the black race. 
The author considers this important fact, which should 
kept sight perhaps involving important consequences. 

entering upon the discussion these traditions 
seeks sweep away all local inundations which may have 
become associated with the tradition the great primitive 
cataclysm. Such the great Chinese inundation, which 
referred the reign Yao, and was purely local char- 
acter. Turning primitive accounts the deluge, first 
gives the version the story according Berosus, which 
was once thought some have been derived from the 
biblical account until the discovery the Assyrian inscriptions. 

Alongside the story the deluge Berosus the 
Chaldaeo-Babylonian account, which the eleventh canto 
the great epic Uruk. The hero this poem Izdhubar, 
king the city Uruk, whom Ishtar the Chaldaean 
Venus proposes that should marry her. rejects her 
proposition, and casts her face the various amours which 
she has been guilty. Ina rage she causes the death his 
friend and counsellor, the man-bull Ea-bani; the same 
time she strikes him down with sickness. has recourse 
Hasisadra, who had been translated the gods the 
abodes the blessed. asks Hasisadra, who corresponds 
both Enoch and Noah, tell him how secured this 
boon immortality. does the story which, 
have seen, forms the eleventh canto the great epic. There 
are three incomplete copies this poem. They were made 
order the king Assyria, Asshur-bani-abal, from 
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very old copy possession the Sacerdotal Library the 
city Uruk, founded the monarchs the first Chaldaean 
While the date cannot precisely settled, yet 
certainly goes back the epoch that ancient empire, 
least seventeen centuries before our era,” long before the 
time Moses. Nor this all. evident that this copy, 
written hieratic characters which had already become 
unfamiliar, was from still older copy. The account the 
deluge according this document outline follows: 

The gods met council, under the chief deity Anu, deter- 
mined deluge. Their decision was communicated 
Hasisadra dream Ea, who told him prepare vessel 
quickly, would destroy all life. Its length was 
six hundred cubits, its breadth and height sixty cubits. 
Hasisadra says that young and old will laugh him; but the 
god tells him threaten them with punishment they 
injure him. employs ten thousand eight hundred men 
porters, who carry into the vessel chests provisions. 
gathers into all his possessions silver and gold, all 
his servants, the cattle the field, the wild beasts the 
country, and the sons the people. then closes the 
door, and commits the care the vessel Buzur-shadi-rabi, 
the pilot. 

Then terrible storm comes on. Even the gods are 
afraid, and Ishtar bemoans the destruction men. For 
six days the storm its full strength. the seventh 
there begins abatement. looks out and 
sees the corpses floating about the water. greatly 
overcome, and sits down weeping. The vessel carried 
mountain the land Nizir, where stops. the 
next day lets loose dove. finds place where can 
rest, and comes back. Next sends forth swallow, with 
the same result; then raven, who rests and feeds the 
carrion the waters, and does not come back. then 
causes all the occupants the ark forth, and himself 
offers sacrifice. The gods, who gather like flies about the 
sacrifice, smell good odor. When Bel, one the gods, 
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sees the vessel, greatly enraged, and declares that ncne 
shall come out alive. remonstrates with him, and begs 
him send any other curse rather than deluge. Bel then 
enters the vessel, and, taking Hasisadra and his wife the 
hand, raises thera live with the gods. 

Leaving the other traditions deluge found among the 
Greeks, the Mexicans, the Aleutians, the Polynesians, etc., 
fitting that should bring this extended notice 
close and will merely make the remarks 
conclusion 

The comparison the narratives the first eleven 
chapters Genesis with similar traditions among other 
peoples shows the infinite superiority the former. 

they were derived from current traditions, nothing 
short divine inspiration could have cleared them from their 
gross polytheism and fantastic character. 

Whatever may proved their origin, value 
history, they must still regarded the medium 
divine revelation which received with all reverence. 

The evidence not yet, think, sufficient prove 
that the materials these chapters were derived from the 
current traditions. The traditions seem more like perver- 
sion the original events given the Scriptures, and 
derived from common source. For example, while there 
are some striking points similarity between the Chaldaean 
and the biblical account the deluge, yet the points dis- 
parity are far greater. 

Friends God’s word found the Old Testament 
need have fears for the safety the ark. 


II. DELITZSCH THE SITUATION 


The author this treatise the son the famous profes- 
sor Old Testament Theology, Franz Delitzsch Leipzig. 
There were three other sons. the two who were elder, 

Lag Das Paradies? Biblisch-Assyriologische Studie. Mit zahlrei- 
chen Assyriologischen zur Biblischen und und 
einer Karte Babyloniens, von Dr. Friedrich Delitzsch, Professor der Assyriologie 


der Leipzig, 1881. 
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one who was surgeon the German army died about 
the close the Franco-Prussian war. The other, Johannes, 
young man much promise, became professor extraor- 
dinary theology the University Leipizig 1875, but 
died his thirtieth year 1876 Rapallo near Genoa. 
The only surviving brother, Hermann, merchant who 
known German scholars his translation Smith’s 
Chaldaean Dr. Friedrich Delitzsch has already 
won high reputation Assyrian scholar his various 
learned publications.? 

The work which have under review outgrowth 
lecture, and dedicated Karl Richard Lepsius and Sir 
Henry Rawlinson. peculiar book its make-up, and 
affords striking contrast the work just noticed. con- 
sists ninety-four pages text, remarks, 
one hundred and fifty-one appendixes, and fifteen 
indexes. 

After exegetical and philological introduction, which 
treats the narrative, presents the First Part 
former views: Paradise Utopia; Armenia; III. 
South Babylonia. the Second Part gives his own 
view. After the remarks which seem great value, 
and which really run out excursuses such (rem. 47) 
The Old Testament Cherubim, pp. 150-155; and (rem. 50) 
The popular Name God with Yodh essential part, 
Jehovah® (pp. 158-166), gives the appendixes the 
following dissertations: The Geography Babylon, in- 
cluding rivers and their tributaries, districts 
neighboring countries and tribes; The Ethnographical 
Table the Bible; The Geography Canaan; IV. 
The Geography Egypt; The Geography Elam. The 
index threefold, and atones, anything can, for the pecu- 


George Smith’s Genesis, Leipzig, 1876. 

iiber Indogermanisch-Semitische Wurzelverwandtschaft, Leipzig, 
18°3; Assyrische Studien, Leipzig, 1874 Assyrische Lesestiicke, 1878, etc. 
well his remarks appended the translation Smith’s Chaldaean 
Genesis. 

For translation this Excursus, see The Hebrew Student for January and 
February 1883, Chicago. 
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liar construction the book including (1) Cuneiform words 
and names; (2) Hebrew words and names; (3) names 
authors. the very close the book beautiful map 
Babylonia the time the Assyrian and Babylonian world- 
empire, with special reference the biblical country Gan 
Eden Paradise. 

the beginning his work the author lays good founda- 
tion for his investigation, and completely justifies it. says: 
“The entire narrative makes the impression, every un- 
prejudiced reader must admit, that the writer, far 
concerned, perfectly clear with respect the position 
Paradise, and that determined fully and com- 
pletely understood his readers. description contains 
points contact and indications enough, which certainly 
reveal this object the narrator.” 

With respect the term Eden (Bené Eden Kings xix. 
12), found elsewhere than this narrative (Ez. xxvii. 23; 
Amos 5), says clear that the Eden, the land 
Paradise, has nothing with this Eden. And adds, 


have right assume that the author his account 


respecting the planting the divine garden the first 
beginning the creation the world used geographical con- 
ceptions relatively younger period and limited extent.” 
then calls attention the fact that the almost univer- 
sal opinion the present day regard Eden, the land 
Paradise, that emblematic name invented the 
Hebrews signifying land delight. finds, however, 
manifold objections this view. 

With respect the geographical position Eden, does 
not find the expression God planted garden Eden 
eastward anything more than the stand-point the Hebrew 
narrator Palestine, but there are other indications which 
are his mind great importance determining this ques- 
tion. Such are the allusions the cool the day (iii. 
and the use fig-leaves our first parents covering their 
nakedness. The first indicates the cool breath evening 
after the heat the day the Orient; and the second 
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points tropical country, since the author must have 
certainly known that the fig-tree only found 
trepical zone like that Syria and Palestine. further 
indication southern position the watering the 
garden. narrative breathes throughout the equably 
warm, delightful climate the Orient.” 

The point, however, main importance determining 
the position the garden the streams that water it. 
While the first two streams are unknown, the last two are 
clearly indicated. They are the well-known twin rivers 
Mesopotamia, the Chiddekel, the Tigris, which the author, 
though would not leave any room for doubt, expressly 
indicates the recognized river Assyria which flows 
the forefront Assyria, really the case. The fourth 
river pointed out the Phrat, the river Euphrates. 

These last two indications regarding the fourfold rivers 
Paradise are clear, definite, and the same time sur- 
prising, that from century century scholars have not been 
weary investigating, and racking their brains, that they 
might find answer the question which Friedrich De- 
litzsch proposes for solution: Where was Paradise? would 
require too much time give his discussion the three 
main views already indicated with respect the position 
Paradise. pass, therefore, once his own view. 

affirms that the biblical narrative Paradise ex- 
pressly indicates the territory the Euphrates and the Tigris 
the place where Paradise was situated, and concludes 
that only and exclusively the Babylonian plain pointed out. 

The first two streams mentioned, Pishon and Gihon, 
are canals. The Pishon the canal Pallakopas, and the 
Gihon the Shatt en-Nil. This identification the first 
two streams with canals justified lexical usage; for 
from that day this nahar used not only designation 
rivers, but also canals. course the objection would 
occur here, how the author could mistake canal made 
man forariver. But Friedrich Delitzsch affirms that these 
canals were old that their origin was forgotten, and the 
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author the account concerning Paradise could name them 
rivers without being guilty anachronism ‘that was too 
glaring. part the Babylonian canals were 
not artificial, but natural and this might the case with the 
Pishon and Gihon, and all obstacles would removed. 

not difficult show that the names Chawila and 
Cush are not opposed the theory that the garden was 
situated Babylon. does not deny, indeed, that 
every other case Cush signifies Ethiopia; but calls atten- 
tion the fact that the ethnographical table there not 
among the seven names Gen. who are reckoned 
sons Cush, one which can proved with certainty 
the name Ethiopic people land Africa. 
Cush rather stands the ancestor series stems and 
peoples from the northwest point the Persian Gulf the 
boundaries Arabia southward. clear that Cush 
this case cannot narrowed down the African Cush. 
While these peoples might regarded the Hebrews 
related with the Ethiopians, they could never considered 
especially Ethiopian origin. Most important all, 
however, Nimrod named (Gen. ff.) another son 
Cush. The beginning his rule was Babel, Erech, Accad, 
and Calne the land Shinar. Hence Babylonia 
was son Cush. 

But there further confirmation the residence the 
Cushites Babylonia. They are identified Friedrich 
Delitzsch the most ancient civilized people Babylonia, 
the Sumerio-Accadian. Indeed, this Elamitic population 
affords traces the Cushitic and Ethiopic type the physi- 
ognomies found Assyrian monument the seventh cen- 
tury which represents Elamitic warriors. the same time 
must notice the name which Herodotus and others 
give the Elamites connection with the biblical Cush and 
the hieroglyphic Kash (the Nubians), and the Casdim 
Chaldaeans. The author sees this close connection 
between the non-Semitic people, who obtained extensive 
dominion the Persian Gulf and the Cushites Ethiopians 
the upper land the Nile. 


. — 
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Passing over very interesting discussion this subject, 
reach his conclusion that there was Babylonian province 
whose name could be, and was, transferred Ethiopia 
Cush. does not find the name Chawila good sup- 
port for his theory Cush, does not see anything contrary 
it; for his opinion isa part the Ard the 
Syrian wilderness, especially the part which lies east 
northeast, and adjoins the Euphrates its course 
Babylonia. 

Our author then reviews the entire picture, which 
finds very clear: Eden went stream water the 
the Euphrates, which the narrow tract 
northward from Babylon blends, through numberless chan- 
nels leading the Tigris, with this into one stream, waters 
this district lying next Babylon almost superabundantly, 
transforms times into one great stretch water, and 
raises unexampled fruitfulness and loveliness. ..... The 
first stream that arm the Euphrates the Pisanu 
which branches off below Babylon, and flows 
the right Arabian bank the Euphrates long course direct 
the Persian Gulf. The second arm the Euphrates the 
Guchanu [Gihon], which flows from Babylon out the left 
Babylonian bank the Euphrates long line through all 
central Babylonia, order return again the main bed 
the Euphrates. The third the well-known stream 
Assyria, which from thence again takes its former 
position independence from the Euphrates. The fourth 
finally the Euphrates, which noticeably enough not only 
retains the last position the narrative, but also without 
addition. The reason this certainly was not because 
was known every Hebrew, —for the Tigris was well 
but because the chief stream watering the 
garden, peculiarly the stream Paradise.” 

Whatever may the merits demerits this particular 
discussion, concerning which Dillmann says that less than 
year pretty generally acknowledged tremendous 

Ueber die Herkunft der urgeschichtlichen Sagen der Hebrier, 


| 2 

$ 


1883.] SYMPOSIUM THE ANTEDILUVIAN NARRATIVES. 519 


but may yet exhibit signs life. any rate, the book 
contains great deal that attractive and valuable the 
Semitic student. 

The most interesting part the discussion for this 
connection with regard the origin and age the Old 
Testament narrative about Paradise. the discussion 
the subject Dr. Delitzsch claims that although the science 
Assyriology young, yet one the most impor- 
tant auxiliary helps Old Testament investigation, with 
reference geography, chronology, history, and worship. 
Especially have the primitive narratives Genesis 
received entirely new light through the cuneiform monu- 
ments, and are destined receive more. has been shown 
that Babylon, the home Israel, was, according biblical 
representations, the theatre the oldest antediluvian and 
postdiluvian history the race. was once thought that 
Berosus had derived his accounts concerning the creation 
the world and the flood from the Bible. But now seen 
that such derivation the Babylonian narratives forever 
impossible. all the while more clear that Babylon 
the scene the narratives also the home them. 
Indeed the agreeraent between the biblical narratives, both 
their Elohistic and Jehovistic form, with the Babylonian 
great, and extends remarkably certain forms ex- 
pression,! force the conclusion that the biblical 
narratives not only contents, but even form, were 
derived from Babylon. certain that the Babylonians 
their literature possessed narratives concerning the creation 
the world, the antediluvian patriarchs, and the deluge 
which were entirely analogous those the Bible. 

The question arises whether there was Babylonian narra- 
tive respecting Paradise. cuneiform inscription giving 
such account has not yet been found. But then are 
far from being possession all the Babylonian documents. 


Compare the gods had made good, with God saw that 
was good.” This correspondence Dillmann remarks, supposing that the 
phrase has been properly translated, does not prove common origin, but simply 
common emotions view ‘the glorious work creation. 
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There are still thousands which have not yet been brought 
forth from Asshurbanipal’s library Nineveh. New additions 
are being made every year the account the creation 
and can say that narrative respecting the fall will and 
‘must found. For the Babylonians like the Hebrews had 
clear consciousness sin, guilt, and punishment. see 
this from comparison their penitential 

Delitzsch tries show the probability such tradition 
regarding the fall, from the Babylonian tradition known 
the priests the serpent, Tiamat, which chaos 
personified, and was the original enemy the gods. And 
conjectures that this serpent Tiamat, according the 
Babylonian tradition had part the fall man, for 
read fragment that the men who were first created were 
repeatedly exhorted obedience God’s command, and 
further (perhaps after the fall) they are warned have 
pure hearts toward God, and pray him daily, and are 
assured that the fear God, sacrifice, and prayer secure 
grace, the forgiveness sins. the same connec- 
tion, however, the same tablet Merodach makes war 
Tiamat, wounds and kills the great serpent which trodden 
the Furthermore, Delitzsch refers the two figures 
Babylonian cylinder great age, sitting either side 
tree, with serpent standing behind one them.? 

now come the most important point the whole 
treatise, which will discussed under Dillmann’s article. 
Delitzsch affirms that allusion made these early 
narratives Genesis, whether their Jehovistic 
form, except after the time Ezekiel, that after the Exile. 
find the first mention the flood Deutero-Isaiah [Isa. 
liv. 9], and with the exception Ezekiel (xxviii. xxxi. 
9,16; xxxvi. 35) and Deutero-Isaiah (Isa. li. there 
previous reference the garden except Hence 


Lenormant, Die Magie und Wahrsagekunst der pp. 
and Date our Gospels, pp. 29-30. 

See however 532 this Article. 

now regarded many critics post-exilic book. Compare Merx, 
Die Prophetie des Joel, Halle, 1879. 
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Delitzsch concludes, that neither these Jehovistic nor 
Elohistic naratives are mentioned pre-exilic literature, 
that not only the Elohistic account was derived from the 
Babylonians after the exile, many critics would readily 
admit, but also the Jehovistic. seems pretty clear 
that this argument proves too much; but Professor Dill- 
mann alludes this point his treatise leave any further 
discussion the subject him, and will only add that 
this case the argumentum silentio seems lead great 
absurdity, and yet Christians need not afraid 
any incontrovertible facts. 


This lecture, which covers only thirty pages worthy 
special notice, not only the production young man 
great promise, who has already made himself name the 
make still more important contributions that department 
study, but also for the account which gives the 
deluge, and for the theory which the author draws from it, 
connection with Professor Friedrich Delitzsch, with 
respect the Babylonian origin the first chapters 
Genesis subsequent the Exile. the lecture based 
translation the eleventh tablet, which was until recently 
incomplete, because the beginning was wanting, but which 
has been supplemented through the reception fragment 
which has not been published hitherto, the risk repeti- 
tion the same story which Lenormant treats, will 
give with some abbreviation from Haupt’s translation, 
that may able judge more fully the propriety 
supposing with him that our account Genesis was de- 
rived from it. 


Der Keilinschriftliche Sintfluthbericht, eine Episode des Babylonischen 
Nimrodepos, gehalten der Gottingen December 1880 von 
Dr. Paul Leipzig, Hinrichs’sche Buchhandlung, 1881. 

Sumerischen Familien Gesetze, Leipzig, 1879; Assyriologische Bib- 
liothek Akkadische und Sumerische Keilschrifttexte; Leipzig, 1881. has 
also made contributions the last edition Schrader’s Keilinschriften und 
das Alte Testament, Giessen, 1883, not speak other works the press. 
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The Assyrian Account the Deluge. 

was known long ago from the fragments the Babylo- 
nian history the Chaldean priest Berosus (280-270 B.c.) 
that the ancient Babylonians were acquainted with myth 
respecting the deluge which connected even its particu- 
lars the most remarkable way with both [the Elohistic 
and Jehovistic] accounts contained chapters vi—ix. 
Genesis, which were united one editor. 

Xisuthros, the tenth the Babylonian kings, was told 
Chronos that there would flood. the conclusion 
the narrative are informed that when left the ark 
was taken account his piety heaven. The re- 
semblances between this and the biblical account were strik- 
ing that people for long time doubted whether this myth 
concerning the flood existed Babylonia before the Exile 
not, until the autumn 1872 George Smith was 
fortunate discover, the Assyrian department the 
British Museum, Assyrian clay tablet from the royal 
library king Sardanapalus, the cuneiform account the 
flood through which the independence and genuineness 
the account the flood Berosus was gloriously confirmed. 

The inscription which found was: Mount Nizir the 
ship stood still. Then took out dove and let fly. The 
dove flew hither and thither, but since found resting- 
place for its feet returned the ship.” recognized 
once that had discovered fragment the cuneiform 
account the deluge. With unwearying persistence de- 
voted himself looking through the thousands Assyrian 
clay fragments which are kept the British Museum search 
further fragments.....He did not, indeed, find any frag- 
ment which completed the half the first tablet that had 
discovered, but found fragments two other copies 
the cuneiform narrative, which supplemented the text the 
desired manner, and discovered that the narrative concern- 
ing the deluge was only episode great heroic poem, 
which celebrated the deeds old king Erech, twelve 
cantos, the whole being about three thousand lines long. 
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“The name the hero Izdubar..... clear that 
Izdubar identical with Nimrod, whose deeds the lands 
the Euphrates and the Tigris still live the mouths 
the people..... The account the fragment, which the 
beginning broken off, commences with description the 
sufferings which the city Erech, the capital Southern 
Babylon that time, had suffer under the tyranny 
Elamitic conqueror. had previously been ruled 
the Babylonian Adonis, and after his death his 
wife Istar, Astarte, the Babylonian Venus, received the 
She was not position, however, oppose 
her enemies. Nimrod now enters the scene. came 
from the Babylonian city, Marad. His ancestor was Shamash- 
napishtim, the Xisuthros Berosus. Erech has 
remarkable dream. The stars heaven fall upon the earth 
and hit his back. dreadful being stands before him, armed 
with claws like 

Nimrod deeply agitated this vision. consults all 
the wise men and seers and promises them rich rewards, but 
one able interpret the dream. .... hears seer 
who highly celebrated account his knowledge all 
things visible and name this wonder- 
ful being, who the representations the old Babylonian 
cylindrical seals always represented with horns upon his 
head and feet and with the tail steer, called 
First the sun-god Samas tries vain get him 
Erech explain the dream Nimrod...... Finally 
two women induce him and brings lion order 
try the strength the much praised hero. Nimrod slays 
the lion, and close friendship formed between them. 
Nimrod and then determined slay the Elamitic 
tyrant Humbaba. 

Nimrod had slain the tyrant Humbaba, and had 
set the crown Erech his head, stood the summit 
power, that the goddess Istar sought his love.” Nimrod 
refused her hand. She was very angry, and went Anu 
her father. She prays that will create divine steer, 
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and send against Erech. Anu does desired but 
the monster killed Nimrod and punish- 
ment Anatu, Istar’s mother, removes sudden 


death, and smites Nimrod with sickness. Tortured pains 


and terrible dreams, Nimrod determines visit his ancestor 
Xisuthros, who leads immortal life the mouth the 
streams, ask him how may healed. reaches the 
domain the scorpion-men, one whom shows him the 
place where Xisuthros dwells. “He passes through 
extended, unfruitful desert until reaches the wonderful 
grove whose trees bear precious stones fruits. ..... Finally 
comes river, where finds ferryman, Urubél [ser- 
vant They both get into the ship, and Urubél steers 
him the waters death. After long voyage they come 
distant land the mouth the streams where 
[Xisuthros] dwells, who tells Nimrod his escape from the 
great flood. This account the flood fills the first four 
columns the eleventh table the poem. 
announces Nimrod the oracle the gods how can 
freed from the curse which rests upon him. takes 
the hero with him, bathes him the sea, whereupon the 
curse washed away. Nimrod re-embarks the vessel 
with the ferryman, and returns healed Erech. Anew 
raises his lamentation for his departed friend until 
finally the God hears him, and commands his son Mero- 
dach restore the shade the seer from the lower world, 
and cause him rise the land the blessed, where 
fallen heroes rest, lying beds ease and drinking eter- 
nally clear The epic closes with this. 

Sir Henry Rawlinson represented that the twelve songs 
the poem evidently symbolize the heavenly course the sun, 
and that every table corresponds relatively month the 
year, and sign the Zodiac. This view carried 
out still further Lenormant (in the book just noticed), 
and Sayce: the white steer-man, corresponds 
the second canto the month (i.e. and 

the Zodiac the sign the steer, since the 
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name the second month the old Sumeri-Accadic lan- 
guage called the month the righteous steer. Further, 
concludes with inseparable covenant 
the third canto, which corresponds the month Sivan 
June),” the sign the twins; Nimrod sick the seventh 
canto, the month Tishri when the 
sun begins weaker; the following eighth table, 
the month Marcheschvan, which corresponds the sign 
the scorpion, meets with the scorpion-men finally, the 
flood narrated the eleventh canto, which corresponds 
the eleventh month Shabatu, consecrated Rimmon, the 
god storm and rain, which corresponds the.sign the 
the month the curse the rain. 

The eleventh tablet, which now exists three copies, 
the best state preservation the whole The 
beginning was very badly mutilated. ..... Fortunately 
has lately been received the collection the British 
Museum, which the beginning the text preserved 
nearly uninjured.” Mr. Theophilus Pinches, the succes- 
sor the British Museum, furnished this missing 
part, which Dr. Haupt gives translation for the first time: 

will relate you, Nimrod,’ begins Hasisadra, the 
history rescue will also announce you the oracle 
the gods. Thou knowest the city Surippak, which lies 
the Euphrates. This city was even very old when the gods 
determined prepare flood—the great gods together, 
their father Anu, their counsellor the valiant Bél, their 
throne-bearer Adar, their leader Ennugi. The lord un- 
searchable wisdom, the god Ea, was with them, and related 
their decision. 

Man Surippak, son said, forsake thy 
house and build ship; they intend destroy the seed 
life; therefore keep thou life, and bring the seed 
life every kind into the ship that you are build. ells 
shall its length, and ells its breadth and height. Cover 

The numbers question have been completely obliterated. 
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execute the building the ship which thou hast com- 
manded, the people and the elders will [mock] me.’ 

bade execute his command, and said 
his servant: not close the door the ship behind thee, 
until the time comes, when will let thee know. Then enter 

bring the ship thy store grain, all thy goods and 
chattels, thy family, thy men-servants and maid-servants, 
and thy nearest friends. The cattle the field, the beast 
the field will send thee, that they may hidden 
behind the door the ship.’ 

Then built the ship, and laid supply provisions. 
divided its interior into compartments. saw the 
seams and filled them out. poured three sars bitumen 
the exterior and three sars bitumen the interior. 
Pgathered together all that possessed, and brought 
board the gold, all silver, and the seed 
life every kind, all male and female servants, the 
cattle the field, the beast the field, and nearest 
friends brought them all board. now the sun-god 
brought the fixed time, voice spoke: evening the 
heavens will rain destruction; get into the ship, and close 
the door after thee. The fixed time come,’ spoke the 
voice, ‘at evening the heavens will rain With 
fear awaited the going down the sun this day, the 
day that would begin journey. was afraid; yet 
entered into the ship, and shut the door after order 
close the entrusted the mighty structure with 
its cargo Buzurkurgal the helmsman. 

arose from the foundation 
heaven, dark clouds whose midst the storm-god Rimmon 
caused his thunder crack, while Nebo and Sérru engage 
combat. The bearers the throne over mountain and 
valley. The mighty god pestilence unchains the whirl- 
winds; the god Adar causes the channels overflow inces- 
the gods the great (subterranean waters) bring 
mighty floods; they cause the earth tremble through 
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their power; the surging waves the storm-god rise 
heaven all light turned into darkness. 

Brother does not regard men not any longer 
trouble themselves about each other. heaven itself the 
gods are afraid account the deluge; they flee the 
(highest) heaven the god Anu. dog his kennel, 
the gods cower the lattice heaven. 

The goddess Istar screams like one the mighty 
goddess calls with loud voice: ‘So then everything 
turned into mud prophesied the gods. prophesied 
this mischief the gods, and proclaimed the war annihi- 
lation against men. did not bear men that they 
should fill the sea like fish.’ 

the gods wept with her for the spirits the great 
(subterranean) waters; weeping they kept sitting (hockten) 
one place, and pressed their lips together. Six days and 
seven nights wind, storm, and flood kept the upper hand. 
the seventh day the deluge abated, which had fought like 
army. The sea returned its bed, and the storm 
and the floods ceased. 

But rode through the sea, loudly lamenting that the 
dwelling-places men were turned into mud, the corpses 
drove about like logs. had opened hatchway, and the 
light day fell upon face was convulsed, and sat down 
weeping; tears flowed over face. rode over the 
lands, dreadful sea. rose twelve measures above 
the surface the water. The ship steered toward the land 
The ship reached the mountain the land 
Nizir, and not further. waited six days. But 
when the seventh came took out dove, and let her fly 
but did not find any resting-place came back 
the ship. Thereupon took out swallow, and let fly. 
The swallow flew hither and thither; but there was 
resting-place, returned the ship. Then took out 
raven, and let fly. The raven flew saw the 
abatement the waters came toward [the ship], while 
carefully waded through the water; but did not return. 


528 THE ANTEDILUVIAN NARRATIVES. uly, 


“Then let everything the four winds. brought 
offering, and erected altar the top the mountain. 
placed seven adagur vessels pairs; under them spread 
calamus, cedar-wood, and lightning-plant. gods sucked 
the sweet odor. Like flies the gods assembled around the 
one offering sacrifice. 

this the noble goddess (Istar) came and raised 
high the great bows (?) which Anu the god heaven had 
created. shall always remember this day,’ she said, 
shall not forget it. All the gods may come the altar, only 
Bél shall not come, because inconsiderately caused the 
deluge, and made men victims destruction.’ 

“As then the god Bél came and beheld the ship, 
started his heart was filled with anger toward the gods and 
the spirits heaven. soul shall escape,’ cried; 
man remain alive from the destruction.’ 

the god Adar opened his mouth, and spoke, and 
addressed the mighty Bél: None other than the god has 
brought this about. knew (about our determination), 
and has told him all.’ 

the god opened his mouth, and said, and spoke 
the mighty Bél: ‘Thou art the powerful prince the 
but wherefore hast thou acted rashly, and brought 
the flood? Let the sinner repent his sins, the evil-doer 
his evil deeds; but gracious him; let him not 
destroyed have pity upon him that may remain life. 
Instead thy bringing deluge again, let lions and 
hyenas come and decimate men, let famine arise and destroy 
men. have not communicated the determi- 
nation the great gods; only sent him dream, 
learned the determination the gods.’ 

Bél came himself, went into the ship, took 
hand and raised up; also raised wife and laid 
her mine. Then turned himself us, placed him- 
self between us, and spoke the following blessing: Hitherto 
Shamash-napishtim was mortal man, but now, united with 
his wife, raised the gods. shall dwell 
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distant land the mouth the streams.’ led away 
This the conclusion the episode concerning the flood. 
Dr. Haupt then discusses the relation this account 
the two biblical narratives the flood (the Jehovistic and 
the Elohistic). says that the differences between the 
Babylonian and the biblical accounts need not surprise us, 
since for the most part they are occasioned the differences 
between both lands and peoples. the one side have 
the strong monotheistic coloring the biblical account, 
the other the Babylonian polytheism. the cuneiform 
narrative have the description ship which confided 
the Nimrod-epos have the raven and the swallow con- 
nection with the dove. Dr. Haupt thinks that these are unim- 
portant differences, and that remember that both 
accounts the flood regarded divine judgment that 
both the building the vessel exactly described and 
delay seven days that the closing the door 
expressly emphasized that the thank-offering graciously 
received after the flood; and that the conclusion both 
the divine promise given that henceforth deluge shall 
come, there can doubt that one representation has 
flowed from the other. claims account the great 
age the Babylonian narrative, which was written down 
least 2000 that derivation from the Hebrews 
excluded. The only possibility which sees twofold, 
either that the Hebrews took the tradition with them 
their emigration from the Chaldees, learned first 
during their exile Babylon. rejects the former sup- 
position, however, because the pre-exilic writers know nothing 
about Noah—he being first mentioned, known, 
Ezekiel, and the fifty-fourth chapter [Deutero] Isaiah. 
Nothing, therefore, remains but assume with [Friedrich] 
Delitzsch that both biblical accounts the deluge, Jehovistic 
and Elohistic, were first composed the Exile, after the 


Babylonian tradition became known. 
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IV. DILLMANN THE ORIGIN THE PRIMITIVE HISTORICAL 
TRADITIONS THE 


The author scarcely needs introduction American 
scholars. pupil and admirer Ewald, was called 
successor Olshausen Kiel 1854, where became 
professor Oriental languages 1860. 1864 was 
called professor Old Testament exegesis take 
Knobel’s place Giessen, and 1869 was made Hengs- 
tenberg’s successor Berlin. considered the first 
European authority the language, and has devoted 
much attention Old Testament criticism. His position may 
considered conservative comparison with that such 
extreme critics Wellhausen and Stade. While his lectures 
are not especially popular, his literary work thoroughly 

The paper from which the following notes are taken 
published the Sitzungsberichte der Kéniglich Preussischen 
Akademie der Wissenschaften Berlin, and follows here 
natural order was especially prepared with reference 
those who, like Haupt and Friedrich Delitzsch, maintain that 
the primitive traditions the opening chapters Genesis 
were derived from Babylon after the Exile. give few 
excerpts from the 

Already people far maintain that the entire 
material the primitiye traditions Genesis was first re- 
ceived and adopted from Babylon into the Scriptures the 
Jews who were banished Nebuchadnezzar Babylon. But, 
fact, such opinions only confirm the old experience, that 
enthusiasm often exaggerates the application newly dis- 
covered mode scientific knowledge monstrous extent.” 

then proceeds raise the following preliminary 
objections the theory respecting the post-exilic origin 
these traditions 

those who maintain the post-exilic origin that 


die Herkunft der urgeschichtlichen Sagen der Von 
Dillmann. 1882. 

See his Commentaries Hiob, 1869; Exodus and Leviticus, 1880; and 
Genesis, 1882. 
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part the Priests’ Codex which found Gen. 
and partially Gen. would joyfully accept this view, 
yet goes altogether too far, for would also lead the 
inference that this part the Jehovistic document (ii. 
and partially which now regarded ‘by the critics 
the oldest part the Pentateuch, was 
Such argument, which makes the oldest and the 
document post-exilic, not tolerated for moment. 

The feeling the Jews Babylon towards their 
oppressors was such kind that seems simply im- 
possible that they should have adopted out the mythologi- 
cal writings traditions the Babylonians entire passages 
with which they had been hitherto unacquainted, and even have 
placed them the beginning their code. The national 
and religious antagonism was then too strong for the forma- 
any such adoption the Babylonian belief superstition 
that time, and they even adopted indifferent things like 
the Babylonian names months only gradually. 

Babylonian myths, with which here have 
do, even the oldest form which they have come down 
us, and especially the sixth century and later, were 
thoroughly enmeshed and permeated multiform mythol- 
ogy, and coarse sensual views,! that even eminent reli- 
gious man genius, such the Jews those centuries 
longer had, would have been unable, speak, repro- 
duce them their purer primitive form, and restore them 
the monotheistic simplicity, beauty, and truth which 
they lie before the Bible.” 

II. affirms that the agreement between the Hebrew 
and the Chaldee primitive traditions neither great nor 
pervasive justify the immediate derivation the 
former from the latter. 

The relationship between the Babylonian and the bibli- 
cal doctrine creation reduces itself one particular. 
Both set out from chaos, that is, primitive material. From 

Compare pp. 527, 528 this Article. 
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this everything else originated among the Babylonians, even 
the gods. But then this idea was not confined them, for 
common the representations the ancient men, 
who regard chaotic primitive material the prius all 
that exists. 

“The second part the primitive Hebrew tradition 
Paradise is, regard the fundamental idea, entirely 
unique. true that the representation happier, 
blessed, golden primitive period the human race, under 
the immediate rule the gods, found among the 
ancient peoples, from India and Persia Egypt, and 
the classic although just [this representation] has 
not yet been proved [as existing] among other Semites, and 
especially among the Babylonians. But one has ever 
found, nor can ever find, that the first man, who was origi- 
nally intended for life communion with God his 
garden, lost his happiness through act disobedience, 
and fell under the dominion the whole host evil; be- 
cause other people and other religion have such high 
thoughts the destiny man and the idea sin the 
Hebrew. yet there trace such narrative 
Paradise among the Babylonians.” Dillmann claims, 
now admitted competent authorities, that nothing can 
proved the existence tradition regarding the fall 
among the Babylonians from picture cylinder two 
persons sitting either side tree, one whom stretches 
his hand out toward the tree, while serpent stands upright 
behind the other. There evidence that one them 
and, moreover, the other has two horns his 
head. Dillmann thinks rather that they represent divine 
beings, least priests divinities. 

two cherubim which, according Gen. iii. 24, 
guard the entrance Paradise, were certainly not brought 
from Babylon. which the Bible calls cherubim has not 
yet been found.” This Professor Dillmann seems establish 
opposition Lenormant and Friedrich Delitzsch. Not 
dwell this, speak especially the arguments 
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which adduces show that the ten antediluvian ancestors 
from Adam Noah, far present investigations go, have 
nothing with the ten Babylonian kings, pass the 
Babylonian tradition respecting the flood. 

Dillmann admits that there much here that similar 
between the biblical and the Babylonian account; but 
mentions the following things which his mind seem 
preclude the derivation the first from the second: (1) 
The Babylonian account steeped coarse polytheism 
(2) Those who are rescued are many more than the 
biblical account The knowledge ship-building 
presupposed, and the helmsman especially mentioned (4) 
The Babylonians had various versions the flood; and the 
biblical account does not look like copy them; but both 
accounts seem independent and individual representa- 
tions the matter; (5) The whole color the cuneiform 
account Babylonian, although Babylonia was not the 
original seat the narrative respecting the flood; (6) Other 
Semitic peoples had their traditions respecting the flood. 
certain that they did not derive them from Babylon. 
Their literatures have perished but who can say, monu- 
ments were found, whether they would not afford 
striking parallels the biblical account are found the 
cuneiform inscriptions? Hence Dillmann argues that 
obviously does not follow, because literature only remains 
from two old Semitic peoples, and have from these but 
two narratives concerning the flood, that one must have 
been derived from the other, instead both giving common 
tradition which was native other Semitic peoples. 

There can question that Dillmann right when 
says: incredible that first the Exile the Jews should 
have received from the Babylonians and have written out 
the narratives with reference the primitive 
for this derivation the Jehovistic well the 
narrative from Babylon during the Exile one the most 
startling vagaries modern research, and complete 
reductio absurdum. 

See 527. Compare 526. 
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ARTICLE VI. 


ABSOLUTE FEELING DEPEND- 
ENCE,” AND ITS EFFECTS HIS DOCTRINE GOD. 


REV. FOSTER, DR. PHIL., PROFESSOR MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE. 


GREAT men live and work after they are dead. earnest 
thinker does not lose his influence when leaves this earth, 
but often accomplishes more his writings than his life. 
may forgotten for time, but really great will 
recalled the memory men. His own people may know 
him more, but will have spiritual children foreign 
lands and other ages. 

Such some extent the case with that great man whose 
name stands the head this article. had great and 
burning purpose, which was, the words 
establish eternal peace between living Christian faith, and 
free scientific investigation working independently for itself, 
that the former may not hinder the latter, and the latter 
not exclude the former.” Practically lives to-day the 
revival religion Germany consequent upon his efforts. 
scientific theologian lives too, and has come recently 
have wide influence our own land. lives and will 
live the power that great truth, not first presented, but 
first thoroughly wrought out and made the leading idea 
system doctrine him, viz. that Christian truth per- 
fect sphere underived from, and not tributary to, any other 
sphere thought. The peace sought, was estab- 
lished the recognition the fact that religion and science 
were once and forever independent the one the other. 

this effort did not stand alone, but was, Zeller 
says again, only most important among those who for 
more than had had similar aims. 


Quoted Ueberweg, Gesch. Phil., iii. 313. 
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The first these consider the subject from the philoso- 
phical point view was Immanuel Kant. Having destroyed, 
supposed, unsparing, but not malevolent, criticism 
the pretences the mind know anything about God, 
ontological questions general, and thus annihilated the 
science theology, built edifice faith upon those 
truths which the mind compelled presuppose order 
bring sense into the deliverances our moral nature. 
happiness belongs congruity virtue, then there must 
future life where happiness can joined with virtue, 
not this, and God who can secure their union. Thus 
Kant opened the way for the idea which Schleiermacher 
elaborated. relegated science the mind working under 
categories; put religion another realm, that faith 
and postulated propositions. Religion resting ultimately 
upon morals and the categorical imperative, was inde- 
pendent and supreme its sphere, science its. But his 
system was far from being the Christian system, and the 
pregnant idea lying it, seemed threaten ill rather than 
promise good 

After Kant there are two men who give again glimpse 
this idea, yet only the so-called Philosophers 
Hamann and Jacobi. The former puts the cer- 
tainty faith into the place the certainty knowledge, 
for, says he, truths religion must experienced.” 
The latter was much impressed Spinoza’s argumenta- 
tion say that all demonstration will bring the 
universe whole, and not Creator, 
the ultimate principle things. Accordingly Jacobi, just 
taught that have immediate knowledge ex- 
ternal things, taught that have immediate conviction 
the supersensible, which conviction calls faith. God 
present man through the heart, just nature present 
him through the senses, and object the senses can 


Interesting are Schleiermacher’s allusions the Kantian doctrine, Reden, 
39. 
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affect man the absolute true, the good, 
the beautiful, the sublime,—that believe 
God because behold him. Thus religion removed from 
the sphere reasoning, demonstration, science, and made 

Jacobi thus anticipates certain degree the position 
Schleiermacher. Both put religion the same department 
our nature, Jacobi the heart,” Schleiermacher the 
and both declare have immediate knowl- 
edge God. And yet Schleiermacher holds these views 
shall see, different way from, and upon other grounds 
than Jacobi. Still more closely allied certain respects 
with Schleiermacher was another writer, who cannot 
called philosopher, but who had nevertheless both the 
philosophic depth and earnestness, the critic and man 
literature, Lessing. Landerer’s True, Lessing 
was the one who bowed down before the spirit his age 
when the Nathan’s ring religious character- 
although can say that Christianity never- 
theless always maintained its superiority his view,— 
sure not the historical, but the inner, experimental Christi- 
anity the heart. should never forget that Lessing 
pointed the immediate life religion the feeling the 
insurmountable bulwark Christianity against the objections 
its opponents. ‘If one should not position,’ once 
says, answer all the objections which reason busy 
making against the Bible, yet religion would remain undis- 
turbed the hearts those Christians who have attained 
inner feeling the essential truths the same.’ This 
appeal the felt facts the Christianity the heart, and 
our emancipation from mere external authority the letter 
the Bible. are Lessing’s fundamental thoughts his con- 
test with 

But while Lessing stands one end long night re- 
ligious struggle, Schleiermacher stands the other, the 
breaking the day. Let turn our attention now him, 


Ueberweg, Gesch. Phil., iii. Neueste Dogmengeschichte, 192. 
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and while note the great and true thought which 
the earliest adequate expounder, let not forget trace his 
system whole, least its great outlines, and gain 
true estimate its value. For while the peace sought 
found will more firmly established with the progress 
time, and that great thought his that religion has its own 
independent sphere, will assume more and more weight and 
have greater and greater influence deciding the laying 
the foundations and the raising the superstructure dog- 
matic systems, yet not therefore im- 
plicitly followed. What good are recognize and use, 
and what proves itself evil both right, 
believe, the truest honor can show the memory any 
great man. did indeed promote, any 
strong friend his demands it, will say, did indeed 
originate, that course thought which turned the tide 
scepticism and infidelity Germany such has never swept 
over any other land. But may not hastily follow him 
all things, implicitly submit his guidance our own 
contests with unbelief. 
begin our consideration his doctrine with 


ABSOLUTE FEELING DEPENDENCE. 


the opening the find the 
tion Piety is, when considered merely itself, neither 
knowing nor doing, but definite condition? the feel- 
ing, the immediate consciousness.” This proposition 
not only presents the now familiar thought that Schleier- 
macher grounds religion the feeling, but limits that feeling 
conscious feeling. The consciousness meant is, further, 
not mediate one, which has been gained reflection, for 
before this pious consciousness all definite thought volition 

Our authorities for this sketch are the Glaubenslehre” the Reden 
iiber die Religion die Gebildeten,” (R.), edition furnished with notes 
Schleiermacher 1821; and the the Reden have 
numbered the paragraphs the text consecutively, 104 all, and shall 
nate them these numbers. 
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may utterly disappear. complete surrender and ab- 
sorption self the object consciousness. True, such 
consciousness may afterwards accompany special acts 
thought volition, the same way feeling joy once 
excited may accompany all our subsequent acts for 
long time. But its essential nature before said. 

What the object this immediate consciousness is, 
shall subsequently see. are now interested getting 
clear views the consciousness itself, and shall find help 
passage the Reden, When contemplate any 
object (let propose example sleeping child), the 
more distinct the image the object contemplated becomes, 
the more all specific consciousness self disappears.” When 
every movement the breast, every changing flush the 
cheek, the whole innocent beauty the face fills our thought, 
not think ourselves. But the contrary, this 
picture excites emotion the heart, the more such emo- 
tion comes fill our consciousness, the more the distinct- 
ness the picture fades away, and may stand lost 
thought,” because seeing and being conscious the object 
before more. such character the consciousness 
which constitutes piety its essential and simplest form. 
complete absorption the pious soul the object toward 
which piety directed. 

Pious consciousness thus elementarily considered does not 
differ from consciousness which has claim this 
tive name. distinctive element presented Schleier- 
macher his next proposition this: that are 
conscious ourselves absolutely dependent, or, other 
words, relation with God.” 

The fundamental element religion is, therefore, the abso- 
lute feeling dependence. this peculiar phrase, are 
first called upon explain the word dependence. 

admitted psychological fact that there can 
consciousness ourselves, except are conscious our- 
selves under some modification. conscious myself 
either thinking, feeling, willing. not some one 
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these ways, then Iam not conscious all. any defi- 
nite moment there will definite modification the ego, 
and the question must arise, Why this modification, and not 
some or, Whence does come? The only possible 
answer is, that, the last analysis, because 
affected some other thing, determined it, and 
dependent upon it. this moment, for example, 
thinking paper, and not feeling emotion anger, be- 
cause this sheet paper means etherial and nervous 
vibrations has produced effect upon consciousness, has 
determined me, and dependent for present form 
consciousness upon it. 

Now with this feeling dependence there joined 
experience feeling freedom. can exert activity 
which results modifying the mode the existence that 
which perceive, that determined me, and with- 
write upon this paper, for example, becomes covered with 
letters, words, and sentences, assumes the character 
written page place that mere piece paper, all 
which could not be, did not exert freedom. Accord- 
ingly stand relation reciprocal causation with the 
world, and respect both dependent and free. 
Hence, all relations with the world conscious 
relative dependence and freedom, for everything determines 
me, and either may determined me. And evi- 
dently there can absolute freedom, for 
there is, must such reference some object, and 
cannot even perceive that object without being determined 
it, and dependent upon it. will even write this 
one line the paper before me, must see the paper, and 
thus brought into the mental state perception, instead 
that remembering which might otherwise have 
been, and the first condition activity, the writing, 
dependence. 

the feeling absolute freedom thus impossible, can 


540 SCHLEIERMACHER. [July, 


there absolute feeling dependence, our proposi- 
tion above quoted declares, which can made the foundation 
Schleiermacher not only answers this question 
affirmatively, but declares that the feeling relative freedom 
necessary element absolute dependence. The absolute 
feeling dependence, says Schleiermacher (§4,3) render 
his words freely, can way arise from the operation 
any one definite object upon us, for there would always 
reaction our being upon it, else voluntary relinquish- 
ment such reaction, which itself involves the feeling 
freedom.” For example, even the distant landscape may 
modified our changing our position few feet, and 
main quite passive before are nevertheless conscious that 
could exercise this activity upon it. Therefore, strictly 
speaking, this feeling cannot exist any particular moment, 
considered moment, because the content feeling the 
moment always determined that which given from 
without, and upon which are conscious the power 
free activity. And still, just because every moment 
are, though free, yet dependent, and never rise into 
absolute freedom, are conscious that are, 
the whole, dependent, that dependent absolutely. Our 
whole activity what because the operation some- 
thing not ourselves us, and truly that re- 
spect which could have feeling absolute freedom, 
would necessity entirely determined us. are, 
therefore, absolutely dependent, and yet without the feeling 
freedom some extent this were not 

The the religious consciousness made evident 
cannot escape from it, but are determined every 
point,— the But what this feeling abso- 
lute dependence which any one moment cannot given 
that moment alone? will have with the uni- 
verse whole, and since immediate consciousness, 
stated Schleiermacher his first proposition, must 
be, according his definitions already explained, such 
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lost nature, and thus conscious her her all-em- 
bracing working upon me, and become one with her. 

recur again the interesting passage above cited (R. 
22), this consciousness parallel, and some features 
identical, with that which occurs the process whereby 
become conscious any object. There the moment 
complete surrender the object (as the sleeping child), 
vivid consciousness the image excluding consciousness 
self, and then that preponderant consciousness self 
the thoughts which the object excites. Herein the subject 
becomes consciously sensitive, and the object consciously 
object, and now this coalescence! and intimate unification 
sense and object before they separate, and the object 
distinguished from sense becomes object conscious 
vision, and the subject distinguished from the object be- 
comes consciously possessed the 
moment when lie immediately the bosom the in- 
finite universe, when are its soul, for all its forces and its 
infinite life are felt our own, and our body, for 
pervade its muscles and its members our own.” such 
moment are absolutely dependent for are wholly de- 
termined the universe. have immediate conscious- 
ness the universe, and if, now, this feeling absolute 
dependence can carried over into our active life, accom- 
panying the concrete acts our days, the feeling joy 
some past event may pervade long period time, 
constitutes piety. 

The thought here expressed Schleiermacher 
evanescent, obscure, and remote from American modes 
thinking, that seems necessary let fall upon what 
light contained other forms employed him ex- 
press it. The Reden are, fact, largely but one series 
different expressions for this idea, which Schleiermacher 
found difficult make intelligible his own generation. 
says 19), Reflection essential religion ..... 
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but the reflection the pious man only the immediate 
consciousness the general being all finite the infinite 
and through the infinite, all temporal the eternal and 
through the eternal. seek and find this everything that 
lives and moves, all development and change, all doing 
and suffering, and have and know immediate conscious- 
ness life itself only this religion.” 
20), True religion sense and taste for the 
activity, and reveals itself every moment. Every 
form which produces, every being which gives 
special existence the fulness its life, every event which 
casts out its ever fruitful lap, operation upon 
us; and these operations, and what results from them 
us, take into our life every individual thing, not for 
itself, but portion the whole; every limited thing 
not its opposition another thing, but exhibi- 
tion the infinite—that And quote but one 
more passage, 29), entire religious life consists 
two elements: that man surrender himself the uni- 
verse, and let himself moved upon that side the 
same which turns toward him any moment; and then 
that transfer this which such, and its definite 
form, feeling the centre his soul, and take 
into the inner unity his life and being; and the reli- 
gious life nothing more than the constant renewal this 
act.” 

may serve bring Schleiermacher’s thought out into 
sharp relief place against the background the ordinary 
argument for the existence God drawn from our feeling 
dependence. Every thoughtful man feels, feels his 
own existence, his absolute dependence upon some higher 
being for all has. the world, but did 
not put himself there. thinks, but his course thought 
not caused himself, and cannot arrested himself. 
His heart beats, but his vital force not caused nor compre- 
hended him. endeavors comprehend the universe, 
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but there are limits his soaring thoughts beyond which 
can indeed see dim forms truths, but which 
overstep. Moral perfection ever seems rise above and 
recede from him attempts attain it. Vague pre- 
sentiments future fill his Who what he? 
Whence came he? Whither goes 

Now all this nothing more less primarily than the 
perception ourselves marks causation. Here 
are phenomena existence, thought, action. They demand 
explanation, that is, referred their cause. 
not that cause, but experiencing these phenomena 
dependent their cause. This cause God. Such the 
argument derived accordance with the law causality 
from the phenomena perceived. Even the perception limit 
knowledge nothing but the same thing. perceive 
dimly truth cannot fully know, because not the adequate 
cause own thought. Were then all thought would 
perfectly own power, could therefore perfected 
me, and would contain unperfectable elements. 
elements are given. whom? adequate cause: 
God. Thus this sort feeling dependence simply 
perception imperfection, and argument accordance 
with the principle the cosmological argument cause 
and when there proper feeling it, this nothing but the 
strength conviction this cause, and the accompany- 
ing feelings naturally excited the thought him. 

How different this from Schleiermacher! Schleiermacher’s 
feeling consciousness, this feeling emotion. The former 
immediately possesses God; the latter follows mediately 
upon argument about God. The former conscious- 
ness God; the latter takes its rise consciousness 
ourselves. The former consciousness God now 
determining me; the latter reflects origin and 
destiny. The former unique, mysterious, lying the 
border-land between consciousness and absorption into the 
Divine Being; the latter common and parallel with many 
other applications the law cause and effect, rational 


544 SCHLEIERMACHER. [July, 


and dry its processes, only kindling into fervor its 
consummation, but neither mysterious nor mystic. 

Having defined the religious consciousness feeling 
absolute dependence, Schleiermacher has further defined 
this the extract quoted above from relationship 
with God. All our previous study has only brought out the 
relation the soul this feeling with the but not 
with must proceed, does (Glaub. 
4), show how the two ideas are the same. says: 
absolute dependence and relation with God are made 
equivalent, our proposition, the meaning is, that the source 
our receptive and active existence, which posited with 
this consciousness, designated the expression God, 
and that this the truly original meaning the 


God and the universe are therefore Schleiermacher 
some respect the same. What the more precise statement 
this general thought will must see later; but now, 
having defined the nature religion, will pause define 
its sphere. For here are find the precise form that 
great thought which was receive its first full statement from 
Schleiermacher, that religion has sphere itsown. That 
sphere defines the feeling, and thus asserts that 
distinct from all knowledge, and from all the sciences, which 
are forms knowledge. Philosophy, historical criticism,— 
even when pertains the contents the Bible 
science, and morals, are all branches having with the 
intellect the practical activity man. They have their 
respective realms and are studied and comprehended 
within those realms. religion has its realm, indepen- 
dent they, and may claim judged from within and 
for feeling absolute dependence thus made 
the fountain-head all Christian doctrine. Christian 
doctrine treats piety. Piety the feeling dependence. 
Systematic theology has, therefore, only unfold what 
involved pious feeling. 
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will worth while linger over some the passages 
which Schleiermacher develops this idea. §19 the 
Reden one these. says, substantially: The aim 
thought, its peculiar essence. This may lead science 
the idea highest and general Governor, whom the 
unity nature consists, and through whom alone 
comprehended, and may say that cannot comprehend 
nature without God. Yet all this not religion, and has 
nothing with it. The measure knowledge not 
the measure piety, and even the knowledge God which 
the pious man has, is, different from that which the 
man science has. Contemplation necessary him 
the other, but the contemplation the scientific man 
rests upon the nature one finite thing its connections 
with, and opposition to, other finite things, and reference 
God, upon the essence the highest cause, and its rela- 
tions all causes and effects, while the pious man immedi- 
ately conscious the general being all finite the infinite, 
all temporal the eternal. morals, the moral 
philosopher endeavors conceive each human act its 
individuality, and its relation other acts, which alto- 
gether form system conduct. The pious man seeks for 
and traces out all this, action proceeding forth from God,— 
that the activity God man. The two methods 
viewing the subject will coincide their results, both are 
correct, but the building.of the moral system affair 
the pious man such. Religion accordingly maintains her 
peculiar territory and character separating herself entirely 
from all such science and morals, even when their objects 
coincide certain sense with her own. And yet, neither 
these separated domains fills all space, and human nature 
not perfected, and the common field not filled out till 
religion set side side with science and morals. She 
the necessary and useful third both the others, and not 
inferior dignity and glory either them.” 


The same views are stated more definitely Schleier- 
XL. No. 159. 
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macher respect dogmatics, follows (Reden, 26, 27): 
may take ourselves, says, far possessing the 
religious feeling, the object our consideration, and thus 
study this feeling itself. The result this consideration 
may called, when reduced scientific form, principle 
concept, and even religious principle concept. And 
such principles and concepts may arranged system. 
Thus the system dogmatics may formed, and the 
process legitimate and useful ong. But when all this 
complete, let ever understood that only knowledge 
about religion thus gained, and not religion itself, 
which consists the feeling. Religion may exist those 
who know nothing about formally; and, the other 
hand, can never produced one who possesses not 
putting together out its elements, imparting 
knowledge it, science may taught. Religion 
therefore system, the sense that has necessary 
coherence, that the way which one person affected 
religious sense given subject analogous the 
affection every other person similar circumstances. 
Mere chance does not control this realm. The different 
great religions, Judaism, Mohammedanism, within 
Christianity Catholicism and give examples 
the systematic coherence the different modifications 
the religious feeling. Just there system music, 
which call harmony. There are different styles music 
different nations but harmony everywhere the same, and 
has its own internal laws. But, the other hand, just the 
mere knowledge the laws harmony does not constitute 
harmony, which rather the concord sweet sounds; 
conscious this inner coherence. How sad were the case 
man systematic knowledge were necessary religion 
For many the systems are exceedingly bad, theologians 
having neglected, more than any other class men, listen 
attentively and devoutly the utterances that which they 
have attempted describe. And one further respect 
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the fundamental difference religion from these systems 
dogmatics evident, that the latter attempt develop one 
truth from another, while religion all truth immediately 
known. 

These ideas respect dogmatics reappear the 
Glaubenslehre, System Doctrine. The problem 
solved here, says Schleiermacher 1), not set 
system doctrine which use ought made the 
Christian church, which the doctrines the Christian 
religion are proved according the principles reason 
but set forth systematically that doctrine which has really 
arisen within the church itself. conformity with this 
conception Schleiermacher has attempted his whole system 
nothing more than the systematic development the funda- 
mental principle above announced. every doctrine 
gives that form which naturally flows out his feeling 
dependence,” without proof further discussion, except 
far necessary the proper unfolding his ideas. 
Texts Scripture are sometimes referred to, but never 
properly quoted; and exegetical argumentation there 
not The idea his work most emphatically that 
his views shall shine their own light. 

have now clearly before Schleiermacher’s views 
the sphere religion. Religion founded feeling, 
may described aid the intellect, but ever moves 
the sphere where originates, and can neither derived 
from proved that intellect, confounded with the 
operations the will. 

There would one apparent advantage gained for dog- 
matics were this position sound and tenable. Schleiermacher 
would gain his object, and the “eternal peace” between 
religion and science would forever made possible, not 
secured. There are many points with which apologetics has 
now busy itself which might then neglected. reli- 
gion concerned only with the feeling, what care 
about the metaphysical possibility miracles their histor- 
ical reality, since these are matters the intellect? Did 
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Christ really rise from the dead? consequence, 
Schleiermacher right; for eternal and Christian truth 
independent historical facts. And there force 
the idea that religion depending upon 
basis can become the absolute religion. must not 
liable shaken every assault upon those historical 
facts, because, while connected with them, the same 
time superior them. Christianity can only the abso- 
lute religion because the same time the natural 
religion found all human consciences, and the perfected 
and divine form such natural religion. Christian dog- 
matics must this the true element 
Schleiermacher’s thought certain sense independent 
extra-dogmatic science, and yet—here contradict 
must embrace that science far 
harmonize with it. the old fable the water and fire 
with which hell was put out and heaven burned up, 
that men might serve God neither from desire reward nor 
fear punishment, but from love, there this truth, that 
service God true service till proceeds from love 
untainted selfishness. Yet nevertheless hell and heaven 
exist, and must taken into account and made proper use 
of. dogmatics must independent of, and yet connected 
with, science. The Christian needs help from the argu- 
ment from design prove him the existence God; 
knows from his own spiritual experience. But nature 
does not also testify her linked system designs 
Designer, then she not harmony with the testimony 
the soul, and thus discord introduced into the universe. 
Schleiermacher’s view religion too restricted, and the 
foundation too narrow upon which attempts rear the 
structure dogmatics. Philosophy and Christian theology 
alike demand that thought shall never cease work upon 
these themes, content until religious 
thought every kind unite one harmonious system. The 
postulate speculation this department The universe 
one. There proof enough for theism the Christian 
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heart and but the fullest view not gained 
till the attributes Deity are developed largely under the 
teaching nature. Thus Schleiermacher’s view the 
sphere religion both right and suggestive, and wrong 
and misleading. does not furnish good starting-point 
for wise development theological science wise apolo- 
getics to-day. too narrow; but fear that may 
more that may incorrect fail yield all the 
facts Christian consciousness, even contradict some 
them. fear that may found not even afford 
basis for consistent Christian theism, much less Christian 
theology. must therefore pursue our examination further, 
and pass one the results Schleiermacher’s funda- 
mental principle, and consider 
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have already remarked that Schleiermacher God 
and the universe are some sense the same. The most 
natural way identifying them pantheism; and 
has often been accused pantheism—an accusation 
which much force has been lent the well-known passage 
which would offer lock the manes the sainted 
Spinoza (Reden, 20). This point will then principally claim 
our attention: Was Schleiermacher pantheist 

Schleiermacher’s proof the existence God our 
immediate consciousness the feeling absolute 
dependence. even applies the word 


Bretschneider translated the Bib. Sac., Vol. 614 (the original 
not before me) says: The author [Schleiermacher] understands the divine 
consciousness [Gottesbewusstsein] not the consciousness God, that is, the 
knowledge him, but the being God man the form consciousness 
and conscious are not sure that understand this. But lest 
should held invalidate the above statement the meaning the word 
Gottesbewusstsein, repeat that this means grammatically and according 
usage, the immediate consciousness God, and add the follow- 
ing references: 32, finding one’s self absolutely dependent 
immediate consciousness, the only way which general one’s own being, and 
the infinite being God can one consciousness.” How this can be, ex- 
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diate consciousness God, this course superior any 
mediate proof his existence, and Schleiermacher says 
(Glaub. The recognition that this feeling abso- 
lute dependence, since our consciousness represents therein 
the finiteness being general, not something accidental, 
nor different different persons, but universal element 
human life, completely supplies the place for Christian dog- 
matics all the so-called proofs the existence God.” 

immediate consciousness, then, know God. But 
what kind God this which thus know? ita 
pantheistic God, often declared 

Schleiermacher always disclaimed the name pantheist, 
and that with much earnestness and When 
one the passages the Reden 20) far the 
general being all finite the infinite lives immediately 
objection had been made that did not speak 
the highest being the cause the world, but 
the world itself, replies, his note, that impossible 
think the world true whole, without thinking 
God the same time. similar vein, writes (Reden, 
43), How could any one say have sketched religion 
without God, when have certainly set forth nothing else 
than precisely the immediate and original being God 
through the feeling? not God the only and highest 
unity? not God alone before whom and whom 
everything individual disappears? And you behold the 
world whole and totality, can you this otherwise 
than God?” 


plained Reden, 22, above cited. Gottesbewusstsein identified with 
contained (enthalten) consciousness.” again, 33, feeling abso- 
lute dependence, and the consciousness God given and along with it” 
(darin mitgegeben). Similar phrases occur, II. 94, expressions, 
consistent with the whole doctrine Schleiermacher presented above, are 
interpret such further expressions second Rede, note pious mo- 
tions set forth the immediate being God through the feeling,” and not 
vice versa. 

Certainly the word Weltgeist,” 32, cannot properly used against 
him, fully shows his note the word. 
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Certainly much this must admitted, that Schleier- 
macher might justly refuse classed with Spinoza 
accused hasty materialistic pantheism. Not that Spinoza 
deserves such characterization the last phrase might seem 
His pantheism begins the identification all 
things modes the one God; but should 
never forgotten that ended with the intellectual love 
the highest virtue man. Still, his system 
that hard and mathematical necessity. There life 
his world, but this only one those elements from experi- 
ence which has, spite himself, illogically introduced 
into system which self-consistent must purely 
rational. The properties the one substance God, are con- 
tained the properties sphere are it. There 
may process our knowledge those properties, but 
they are themselves co-existent, necessity, from the first. 
God there can properly change, true life, real 
causation, freedom, God,—as alone the world can 
worship God. This not the doctrine Schleiermacher, 
shall see. And for pantheism which says the 
material world all, denies spirit, teaches blind force work- 
there none this Schleiermacher, and could none 
man who, whatever his defects, stood the beginning, 
and was the fountain-head modern religious thought 
Germany. 

How remote Schleiermacher from being disciple 
Spinoza may seen not only from single expressions, but 
from the whole foundation and development his theology. 
defines the nature God (Glaub. 55) absolute 
and explains this meaning that the divine 
remarks that this essential attribute God the 
absolute feeling dependence piety true and real, 
for blind and dead necessity would not anything with 
which could siand relation. Again says, God 
not identified with the world. “There profane 
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explanation the absolute dependence, viz. expressed 
only the dependence the finite individual upon the totality 
and sum all finiteness, and that which posited 
were not God but the world. But cannot view this 
explanation otherwise than misunderstanding. 
also what have the world posited our consciousness, 
but this different from the positing God the same. 
For the world, one posits unity, nevertheless 
divided unity, which the same time the totality all 
antitheses and differences, and all the manifold which 
determined these, which every man part, and all 
whose antitheses partakes. Being one with the world 
consciousness is, therefore, nothing else than being conscious 
ourselves part sharing the life this whole; and 
this cannot possibly consciousness absolute depend- 
ence. Rather, since all co-existing parts stand reciprocity 
with one another, this ‘being one with the whole’ has 
case every such part twofold character,—a feeling 
dependence, true, far the other parts sponta- 
neously operate upon it, but also, well, feeling free- 
dom, far also itself spontaneously operative upon 
the other parts,— and the one cannot separate from the 
other. The absolute feeling dependence therefore not 
explained positing the world, but God, the 
absolute undivided unity. For neither can there feel- 
ing freedom immediate reference God, nor-can the 
feeling dependence reference him such kind 
that feeling freedom can added it, antithesis 
but the highest plane Christian piety, and the clearest 
consciousness the most unlimited spontaneity, the absolute- 
ness the feeling dependence reference him re- 
mains undiminished (Glaub. 32, 2). 

But the question remains still unanswered, and have 
not yet met with any decisive rebuttal the charge 
pantheism. The essence pantheistic systems is, that they 
deny, avoid, fail affirm the personality God, 
which mean his intelligent and free activity. Our ques- 
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tion with reference Schleiermacher may accordingly 
more sharply defined Does view God personal 

one remarkable passage denies the personality God, 
least will not This Reden 43. After 
having spoken the concept God, which when rightly 
formed only the apprehension and analysis the differ- 
ent ways which the unity the single and the whole ex- 
presses itself the feeling,” goes say: Only that 
the case not the same with this idea God 
commonly conceived, with other ideas, because this claims 
the highest, and stand above all others, and yet 
itself, because God conceived too much like us, and 
being personally thinking and willing, brought down into 
the region antitheses. Wherefore seems natural, that 
the more anthropomorphically God conceived, the easier 
another form conception arises over against the first, 
concept the highest being not personally thinking and 
willing, but the general Necessity, exalted above all 
personality, producing and combining all thinking and being. 
And nothing seems less proper than when the adherents 
the one view accuse those who, repelled its anthropomor- 
phism, have taken refuge the other being atheistic, or, 
the other hand, when the latter accuse the former, ac- 
count their anthropomorphism, idolatry, and declare 
their piety value. But any one can pious 
whether hold the one view the other; yet his piety, 
the divine his feeling, must better than his concept, 
and the more seeks find the concept, and the more 
looks upon this the essence piety, the less under- 
stands himself.” 

There this passage, seems us, grave miscon- 
ception the demands true piety. Piety is, plain 
language, essentially choice the will God our law 
life, Sich-hingeben, Schleiermacher has it, and ever 
accompanied the desire please him. But both these 
elements demand personal God. The Christian’s experien- 


ces —his feelings, not the Schleiermacherian sense, but the 
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ordinary demand such idea God shall make 
personal pleasure God’s part the obedience the 
Christian, personal answers his prayers, personal help 
his struggle with temptation, possibilities, for such are the 
actualities experience. True piety cannot consist then, 
our view, with pantheistic conception God, except 
far must recognize the possibility self-contradiction 
man, whose heart, like Jacobi’s, often Christian while 
his head heathen. Yet Schleiermacher not inconsis- 
tent with himself this point, and piety consciousness 
absolute dependence the infinite and free self-surrender 
this, not way active service, define piety, but 
what sort force that may which give ourselves. 
Hence, are led now suspect, what think shall sub- 
sequently find established, that Schleiermarcher’s system, 
whether actually pantheistic not, does not logically de- 
mand conception God more elevated than the pantheistic. 

true that some Schleiermarcher’s expressions 
precisely what mean it, viz., possessed intellect, 
free-will, and conscience. Sometimes seems nothing 
more than individuality, stone has individual existence 
apart from other stones, e.g. several such passages 
Reden als ein besonderes hinstellen. But our 
passage makes this plainer where personally thinking and 
brings out clearly the first two elements person- 
ality define it, and where these are explained being 
“like Another passage which defines the concep- 
tion against which contending shows that did not labor 
under any indefiniteness idea, for speaks (Reden 44) 
with disapproval the idea that the highest Being personally 
thinks and wills, existing external the world. 

This point being settled, the expressions Schleier- 
macher which sets low value upon personality as- 
sume more significance and importance. The whole 
the Reden, did our space permit transfer entire 
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these pages, would throw great light upon the matter. 
content ourselves with the following extracts from it. 
way which the Deity present man the feeling, 
decides upon the worth his religion, not the way which 
he, ever inadequately, pictures this the concept [of God] 
which are now treating. When, therefore, com- 
monly happens, with how much right will not here decide, 
who stands upon this level, but spurns the 
concept personal God, either general called 
pantheist, more particularly named after Spinoza, 
will only remark that this disdain thinking the Deity 
personal, does not decide against the presence the Deity 
the feeling, but that the reason may humble con- 
sciousness the limitation personal existence general, 
and particularly also the consciousness which connected 
with personality..... The inclination this concept per- 
sonal God, the rejection the same, and the inclination 
that impersonal omniscience, depends upon the course 
the fancy fancy being understood, not something subordi- 
nate and confused, but the highest and most independent 
man..... Among truly religious men there have never 
been zealots, enthusiasts, fanatics for this concept [of 
personal God]; and far one understands atheism, 
often the case, nothing but delicacy and reluctance 
reference this concept, the truly pious would contemplate 
with great composure..... Whoever insists that the essence 
piety consists confession that the highest Being 
personal, though must thereby shut many excellent men 
out from religion, cannot have had much acquaintance with 
piety, have understood the deepest words the most 
zealous defenders his own faith.” 

Landerer (ibid. quotes from letter Schleier- 
macher’s Jacobi the following sentences: You (viz. 
Jacobi) deify consciousness because you not wish 
deify nature, but the one much idol-making deifica- 
tion eyes the other..... Can you better envisage 
God personal, than you can envisage him natura 
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Must not person necessarily become finite 
thing you you will give life? Are infinite under- 
standing and will anything else than empty words, since 
understanding and that they are distinguished from 
one another, also necessarily limit each other 

the sixth note the second Rede Schleiermacher 
says: Under mythology understand general the presen- 
tation purely ideal object historical form..... when 
anything set forth happening the Divine Being, e.g. 
divine decrees which are formed reference something 
which has already occurred the world, also modify 
other divine decrees, which are therefore prior, say noth- 
ing the individual divine decrees which give the idea 
the hearing prayer its This mythology,” 
course, utterly rejects. 

Before leaving the Reden, are about do, return 
the Glaubenslehre, let notice one remark Landerer’s 
the work quoted above (p. 333). does 
not content himself, when considering piety, far 
connected with the belief personal God and personal 
immortality, with viewing these religious ideas only dis- 
tinction from the subjective disposition and experience, and 
removing the relative and pictorial element them, but 
makes point against these ideas from the pantheistic point 
view, they had originated only false introduction 
the interest knowledge; yes, even they would 
found rest upon defective remarks are, 
think, fully justified the above quotations. 

turn first Schleiermacher’s treatment the attri- 
butes God. begins his presentation saying (Glaub. 
50): “All attributes which ascribe God, are intended 
designate not something special God, but only some- 
thing special the manner referring the absolute feeling 
dependence him.” This entire consistency with 
the fundamental idea Schleiermacher reference the 
function dogmatics, ontological knowledge God being 
object research. his remarks upon this 
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section, says that the speculative content all affirma- 
tions respect the divine attributes denied out the 
simple consideration that there are several such attributes. 
they are regarded expressing something the 
nature God, thereby drawn down into the region 
antitheses, and thus his unity destroyed. The latter the 
indispensable prerequisite all piety, for the feeling 
dependence have given and must ever have, only 
one simple being. Yet may adopt any form speculative 
doctrine which leaves this necessary condition all piety 
unaffected.” 

The object the theologian setting forth divine attri- 
butes, Schleiermacher’s view, only explain the abso- 
lute feeling dependence. this consciousness the 
operation God, the divine attributes are modes explana- 
tion the divine causation, and are referred always 
this. His next proposition therefore 51): abso- 
lute causality which the absolute feeling dependence 
points, can only described thus: that the one hand 
distinguished from that causality contained within the sys- 
tem nature, and consequently antithetic it, but the 
other hand, its extent posited equal it.” 

Beginning the nearer definition his theme, 
macher says 52): the eternity God understand 
the absolutely timeless causality God, which conditions 
time itself, well everything temporal.” §53: the 
omnipresence God understand the absolutely spaceless 
causality God, which conditions space itself, well 
everything space.” 

More interesting for our present purpose the definition 
omnipotence the concept the divine om- 
nipotence are embraced (1) that the entire system nature, 
comprehending all spaces and times, founded the divine 
causality, which, eternal and omnipresent, antithetic 
all finite causality and (2) that the divine causality, our 
feeling dependence expresses it, perfectly displayed 
the totality finite being, consequently also that every- 
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thing really becomes, and occurs, which there causality 
God.” 

This seems draw perilously near pantheism. The 
activity God not only made the cause the force 
nature, but absolutely identified with it. Still may that 
God reigns over nature personally superior it, though 
for reason identifying his activity with it. This causality 
may mean only positive volition God,” 
which the last sentence the paragraph quoted becomes 
only expression what all that when God wills 
thing comes pass. the definition thus escape 
pantheism, must rescue the personality God. The cen- 
tral point the idea personality free-will, and this in- 
volves necessarily the choice possible alternatives. God 
must least able what does not do. Now, 
shall see from the following extracts that this essential ele- 
ment personality denied, and that God thus becomes 
identified with the universe, impersonal, necessary 
Schleiermacher says 54, 2): come the 
idea the divine omnipotence only interpreting the abso- 
lute feeling dependence, and consequently are without 
any point departure for making claims knowledge 
the divine causality which shall beyond the system 
nature which that feeling here 
literally possible, even sacrifice the English, for the 
reply this, seems course possible say that what 
call the All, consists the real and the possible; that Om- 
nipotence must therefore embrace these two; but that 
displays itself completely and exhaustively the totality 
finite being, embraces only the real, and not the possible. 
But how little the distinction between the possible and real 
can distinction for God becomes clear when note 


The German is: Wir kommen zur Vorstellung der Allmacht 
nur durch die Auffassung des schlechthinigen und 
machen, welche den Naturzusammenhang, den eben jenes 
umfasst, hinausgehen.” 
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what cases ourselves chiefly apply it. think, the 
first place, many thing possible object consequence 
the general concept the genus which belongs, which 
not however real, because the special form the existence 
the same excludes precisely this thing, while case 
other individuals the same genus, other forms which were 
also possible under the generic concept are excluded for the 
same reason. But here something appears possible 
only because the determination the particular form the 
individual presents problem which are never able 
perfectly solve. reference God such distinction 
between the general and the individual non-existent but 
him the genus originally the totality all its individual 
existences, and these are, again, the same time posited and 
established with their place the genus, that what does 
not hereby become real, reference him also not 
possible. 

again, say, there many thing possible conse- 
quence the nature object inner determinate- 
ness through the genus and individual being taken 
together which nevertheless does not become real and 
the same, because prevented the position the 
object the sphere general reciprocal causation. 
make this distinction with right, and ascribe that which 
thus thought possible, well the other, truth, 
because are able only means this indirect process 
come out the unfruitful sphere abstraction, and form 
living conception the fact that the development the in- 
dividual being depends variety conditions. Could we, 
however, get general view for every point the influence 
the entire system reciprocal causation, should say 
once, what has not become real was not possible within 
the system nature. But God the one not separated 
from the that which exists for itself established 
one way, and the reciprocal causation established another 
but both are established with and through one another, 
that reference him, only that possible which 
founded much the one the other. 
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All cases this distinction which have truth for us, 
may referred these two. For the idea possible 
beyond the totality the real has truth even for us, be- 
cause not only does the pious consciousness not bring 
this point, but more, however may have arrived there 
any case, are thereby compelled assume self-limita- 
tion the divine omnipotence which can never given 
us, and for which reason can assigned, except that 
what was conceived possible should compelled come 
into existence not increase, but some way de- 
crease the real,— whereby the whole presupposition 

The absolute irreconcilability these passages with the 
conception free will will appear once every reader. 
The point is, however, rendered clearer the following pas- 
sage the paragraph succeeding that above quoted. 
distinction between can and will exists little God 
that between real and possible. For whichever the two 
may greater than the other, the the can, there 
always lies therein limitation, which can only removed 
when place the two equal extent. But even the separa- 
tion the two, can were another condition from will, 
such will must proceed from individual impulse, and 
one therefore occasioned [in God some other being] and 
have its ground the internal power [of God], but must 
one given from without. If, consequently, because there 
God willing from individual impulses, and power in- 
creasing and decreasing under influences from without, 
cannot separate the two thought respect God, there- 
fore, because volition and power together necessarily consti- 
tute activity, neither are volition and activity separated 
from one another, nor power and activity, but the entire om- 
nipotence undividedly and undiminishedly that which does 
and works all.” 

This positive pantheism, and seems unnecessarily 
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so. Schleiermacher conformity his fundamental prin- 
ciples might have said: have the absolute feeling 
dependence the immediate consciousness God. never 
come contact with nature but that this consciousness 
may immediately arise within us. Our experience, and con- 
sequently this consciousness, stops with nature, and therefore 
have occasion inquire for God beyond it, and all 
such inquiry must end idle speculation, unverifiable the 
bar consciousness. God living force more, his 
personality, not, and cannot know. This would 
have been negative pantheism—a failure rise into the clear 
light Christian theism. But here are positive statements 
what the relation genus and individual is, the 
ontological meaning the nature object, the 
mode the operation the divine will, the origin under 
certain circumstances divine all them specula- 
tion, and seems peculiarly doubtful speculation. 
Schleiermacher thus oversteps the limits his method 
laid down himself, and only succeeds confounding him- 
self with the opponents Christianity. The foundation 
which would build was too narrow, and the structure 
could raise upon too insignificant for either his soaring in- 
tellect his Christian faith. ought have begun again 
the very beginning. Not doing so, has fatally marred 
his work, but has also shown the same time more 
clearly the insufficiency his first principles. 

further proof the real scope Schleiermacher’s theo- 
logy needed, may point his utterances respecting the 
Incarnation. our interpretation him correct, there can 
true incarnation, and not correct, still the relation 
God the man Jesus will illustrate the mode under which 
the divine nature conceived. The presentation this sub- 
ject begins The historical reality the appearance 
Jesus the world firmly maintained, and declared 
that there must him truly archetypal (urbildlich) ele- 
ment, which must appear every historical element his 


person. this archetypal more fully defined. 
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The Redeemer like all men consequence the identity 
human nature, but distinguished from all through the con- 
stant power his consciousness God, which was proper 
being God The natural interpretation these 
words, whereby all such assumption Deity flesh Jesus 
Christ the church teaches forever denied, the correct 
one. Many passages might cited proof our state- 
ment, but one two will suffice. 94, read: 
ascribe Christ absolutely powerful consciousness 
God, and ascribe him being God him, one and 
the same thing.” And again: “so far posit the con- 
sciousness God his consciousness steadily and ex- 
clusively determining every moment, and consequently 
perfect indwelling the highest Being his peculiar being 
formulas the person Christ stand need extended 
critical treatment.” 

But was Schleiermacher after all truly pantheist? 
was far his treatment Christianity concerned, 
his Dogmatics, but may have been because was caught, 
entangled, false method. Was really himself, his 
speculations, when out the free field unrestrained think- 
ing, This question cannot avoided, and will 
press itself with power upon every one who has learned 
love him his personal character, prize him helper 
the great religious reformation Germany this century. 
concluding this article therefore address ourselves 
its answer, and turn the Dialektik, Schleiermacher’s purely 
philosophical work. 

The fundamental idea Schleiermacher’s philosophy 
that knowledge and being correspond. opposes Kant 
this point, who held that have experience and knowl- 
edge which not only may not, but not, correspond 
the reality external things. Knowledge possesses 
Schleiermacher reality and meaning only possesses 
real correspondence being possessing actual, objective ex- 
istence. Thus there stand over against each other these two 
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realms ideas and things, and what formally true 
the one holds also the other. 

The intellectual world forms system concepts which 
may arranged, familiarly done logic, under 
scheme genera and species, terminating the lower end 
individuals, and the upper the most comprehensive 
concept which can imagined. familiar example such 
concept would that being, long used logic 
the genus. Beyond this there will found, 
thought proceeds the same direction, Schleier- 
macher calls it, which the editor the Dialektik has well 
defined follows: has designated the 
term limit’ not simply that which concept the highest 
the series, which comprises all other concepts under itself, 
but also that unity which lies absolutely above the 
concept, above even the highest concept, which one draws 
nearer however high ascends the series, and which 
consequently not identical with the totality knowledge, 
but its absolute Within the sphere over 
which this limit stands exalted every concept sustains the 
double relation genus all species below it, and species 
all genera above it. 

Now, parallel this intellectual world, and interpretable 
it, there the world being. This, too, has its scale 
superior and inferior members; only here the concept 
replaced force, and genus and species become force and 
phenomenon. Every phenomenon force those mem- 
bers the series below it, and every force phenomenon 
those above it. The summit the series would that 
force which, like the summum genus, would only force, 
and never phenomenon the force all the lower members 
which they would only manifestations. Such force 
would, however, strictly member the series. Beyond 
it, constituting link its chain, but the presupposition 
and foundation the whole, there must something cor- 
responding the limit the intellectual world, and this 
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the Deity. defined Schleiermacher’s editor the 
truly unconditioned, all-conditioning while the highest 
force [in the above-mentioned conditions other 
things only such way that itself also conditioned 
them.” 

The absolute foundation the world being some- 
times represented Schleiermacher corresponding to, 
sometimes identified with, the limit the intellectual 
world. the absolute unity, indivisible, containing within 
itself antithesis, and standing antithetic relation 
with being. The highest force, because higher than 
some other force which stands the relation phenomenon 
it, member the antithetical series, and corresponds 
consequently the summum and for this reason 
cannot the Deity 183). 

This, then, Schleiermacher’s conception God, philo- 
sophically derived: God the absolute foundation all 
thought and being. defines the difference 
his system from pantheism this point, saying that 
the latter makes the Deity identical with the highest force, 
that is, the all-embracing and one force which the 
other forces and the being the world are only the phe- 
Spinoza’s conception God, says, mere 
abstract formula 183). Later says (under 186): 
“The Deity Spinoza nothing but the highest force 
which have spoken.” mentions under the same section 
the different ideas about God relation matter which have 
been presented opposition that Spinoza, and says 
third view stands, must confessed, higher, 
viz. that God created the world out nothing, which 
presupposed that the final step the series was chaotic matter. 
But the Deity conceived, what it? Nothing but 
the highest unity force, set free from all limits, which 
the world the total manifestation and the revelation; for 
force which produces the phenomenon and the thinking 
upon God would then nothing else than what the physical 
and ethical thinking also transcendental thinking 
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The idea whereby has been proposed confute 
Spinoza really the very idea Spinoza himself.” 

Schleiermacher has thus apparently risen above pantheism 
but has finished his discussion rising such height 
above the Christian doctrine also, that from his dizzy elevation 
the latter seems the same Spinoza’s, just objects upon 
the earth are confused the eye the aeronaut. This 
conception God was obtained abstract and purely 
intellectual process. God thus proper sense the 
implication thought, but him not know, nor have 
formed any idea what is. The conception God 
gained this point therefore defective. Schleiermacher 
seeks remedy this defect the following manner; and 
beg leave, before passing over this point, call 
attention our readers advance the dissimilarity 
process and similarity result with those already seen 
the Glaubenslehre. 

The distinction between intellection and volition enters 
Schleiermacher’s system early point. The certainty 
the former secured its dependence upon the transcen- 
dental ground limit thought, that is, upon the Deity. 
says, need transcendental ground for our 
certainty willing, well for that knowing, and the 
two must the same” 214). The somewhat obscure 
phrase certainty willing” explained the words: 
The ground the agreement our volition with 

that say, that our action really goes out ourselves, 
and that external being accessible the reason, and will 
receive the ideal stamp our will, only the 
purely transcendental identity the ideal and (ib.). 
means, then, the certainty that volition mere subjec- 
tive process, without meaning place the system nature. 
This transcendental ground, common both intellection and 


1The passage (under 186, 119) ambiguous, but think the sense 
demands the above translation Das Denken Gottes dann nichts anderes, 
als das physische und ethische Denken auch ist, durchaus kein 
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volition, must given both, given all, and given 
which the two come identity, viz. the which, 
the end thought and the beginning volition, the 
identity both, but only identity, since one the 
other the two always preponderates. With our con- 
sciousness there also given the consciousness God 
our external 215). 

Precisely what this feeling remains somewhat indistinct. 
Certainly not exactly the religious feeling depend- 
ence, although allied it. Schleiermacher says: The 
intuition God never really attained, but remains only 
indirect schematism.” refers intuition given 
form entirely pure everything foreign. The religious feel- 
ing is, sure, one really attained, but never pure, 
for the consciousness God ever through something 
else” 215). 

But, however this feeling and the religious feeling may 
differ, they agree remarkably the kind and degree 
knowledge God which they produce. Schleiermacher 
knowledge only the being God us, and things, but 
not all being God external the world, 
itself” 216). Further: There antithesis con- 
cept and and will and can ought posited 
him.” being God itself cannot given us; 
for there him concept, except the identity with 
the object. have, therefore, concept him only far 
are God, i.e. have him us,” marvellously illog- 
ical conclusion, and yet Schleiermacher’s. Again: “If 
being God external the world were given us, God and 
the world would this way separated, and this means 
the idea God the idea the world any case 


Or, identical.” Germ. Denn giebt ihm keinen Begriff 
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destroyed. For (a) both, without reference the separa- 
tion, are yet coincide all points, the world, which 
posited under the forms time and space, must posited 
infinite one, which infinity cannot conceived 
dependent, and does not appear require transcend- 
ent ground. if, save the dependence, the two 
not coincide all points, but the being God extends beyond 
the being the world, the question rises, whether the entire 
being God which extends beyond the world, differs from 
that [part] which reflected it. the affirmative case, 
there posited difference God, and not the abso- 
lute unity. the negative, the being the world could not 
founded him, because otherwise the part him extend- 
ing beyond the being the world must also found world, 
and consequently the world must equivalent his entire 
activity, whereby are brought back the former sup- 
position.” 

much for negative results. positive definitions 
our knowledge God, Schleiermacher gives few. 
says: two ideas, the world and God, are correlates. 
They are not identical, but one not thought without 
the other,— the world not without God God also not without 
the world” 219). have right establish any 
other relation between them than that their co-existence 
224). Any other expression than this useless, for 
will either destroy the idea the world God, will 
amount the same thing with it. Yet the ideas are not the 
same. 

pausing this point, the final result Schleier- 
macher’s philosophical consideration this subject, must 
beware thinking that means thereby leave the ques- 
tion the personality commonly understood, 
untouched, and simply avoid discussing it. This 
more the purpose the Dialektik than the Glaubenslehre. 
definitely intended exclude the idea personality, 
the supposition that admit its had almost 
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said leave its possibility were that saying 
something rigorously opposed. Personality is, and 
must be, positively denied. Free activity God’s part, 
for example, the creation the world, descending 
into the antithesis the necessary and the free, and 
accordingly unthinkable 225, note; compare passages 
above quoted from 186). 

The sum the whole matter from the stand-point phi- 
losophy is, then, this: Schleiermacher’s conception 
God him absolutely undefinable positive way, and 
negatively defined lacking all the elements which the 
mind man demands constitute the idea personality. 
consequently amounts nothing. the formula 
Spinoza abstract, Schleiermacher says, his own empty. 
His practical God simply the force the world con- 
sidered independent its phenomenal appearance that is, 
the world itself, for while logically, not really, dif- 
ferent from the latter. This is, according our conception, 
pantheism. 


now cast glance back over our whole study find 
certain suggestions the permanent value Schleier- 
macher’s work. refer here, not the many incidental 
services which rendered, and which the church has ever 
affectionately cherish, like his vindication the historical 
reality the Redeemer’s life but the main trend his 
his services dogmatic thought. His aim was 
establish eternal peace between science and religion 
vindicating for religion exclusive sphere its own. The 
idea was grand. founded religion, therefore, upon Chris- 
tian experience, foundation broad enough, and one which 
dogmatics builds to-day more than ever before, and which 
she has what Schleiermacher sought, independent sphere. 
This service permanent and incalculably great. But 
defined experience determination the feeling, which 
was unwarrantable restriction, and narrowed even this 
form half mystic and intangible. excluded all the reg- 
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ulated and precise knowledge the intellect from theology, 
even when they had common objects thought. would 
simply give interpretation Christian experience 
defined him, and constitute this into the system Chris- 
tian truth. The result was indistinct and undefined pan- 
theism. The tendency his heart mysticism prevented 
him from rising above it, but the demands his mind for 
clear thinking compelled him define more closely. 
Though had excluded philosophy from theology, was 
compelled, the irresistible tendency the human intel- 
lect, philosophize, and constructed pantheistic philosophy 
justify pantheistic theology. And thus his entire sys- 
tem, from the nearer definition its first and true conception, 
but one great architectonic failure, and beacon warning 
rather than welcome every voyager the seas thought. 
Kant, Hegel, and Schleiermacher are but 
“ruined columns left alone 

temple ne’er complete.” 

Religion does constitute sphere itself. Christian ex- 
perience sufficient foundation for Christian theology. 
But the universe one, and all God’s ways testify him. 
complete theology will therefore draw from there 
need quarrel between science and theology, though 
there will conflict. Perfect harmony between the two will 
only gained when perfect knowledge God’s ways 
gracious dealings with the soul joined perfect knowl- 
edge his ways nature, and that will only heaven. 
Meantime the theologian must stand and wait,” but con- 
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ARTICLE VII. 
RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION PRUSSIAN HIGH 
PROF. HUGH SCOTT, CHICAGO THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


general scope the following paper may gathered from the 
questions proposed behalf this Association. They are: 

What provision does the Prussian government make for religious 
and moral instruction and influence its system state education 

What denominations exist and how does the government 
manage secure their good will and co-operation educational 

Since there much thorough Christian instruction given Ger- 
many, how does happen that there much scepticism there 

“Can the Prussian plan Christian education adopted the 
United States? What changes should made adapt our 

attempting give sketch the system religious teaching 
Prussian schools, should remarked the outset that fundamental 
principle running throughout it, every German school system, 
emphatic conviction that the nation Christian instincts, history, 
and aims; and that therefore plan instruction complete which 
does not include the thorough teaching Christian doctrine and morals. 

1870 Von minister public instruction, said:* The 
direction the educational system all its branches belongs the 
state. ‘That principle which has been rooted for more than hundred 
years our public life...... But understand the state not 
abstract legal idea, but living complex all the intellectual and 
material forces and activities which belong the nation, make them 
serviceable common end, the good the individual and the whole. 
The state can therefore least all the matter education neglect those 
living, intellectual forces which are such far-reaching importance 
the nation. Particularly reference religion, and the church which 
called foster religion, can not act. attempt dissolve 
the intimate union between culture and religion, between school and 
church among our union more than thousand years, 
would impossibility. was proposed the National 
Assembly 1848 with view absolute separation between church 
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and state, but dropped because the opposition manifested throughout 
the country. What was true then still more emphatically true to-day. 
can say with all certainty, our German people will have their schools 
Christian and remain Christian. Our constitution follows this prin- 
ciple. determines that religious instruction shall not given apart 
from the schools, but the schools; and that the churches and religious 
societies shall have leading influence giving such instruction. 
desires have confessional distinctions far possible regarded the 
public schools. Article XV. guarantees the churches and religious 
societies expressly institutions, endowments, and funds devoted 
education, and determines that all public arrangements the state 
religion, the Christian religion shall regarded the basis. regard 
religious instruction integral part the sum total school instruc- 
assure the church authorities and leaders religious societies 
their proper influence. The training teachers not separated 
from connection with the church and religious culture.” 

the three classes into which Prussian educational institutions may 
divided, viz. the common school, the high school, and the university, 
the high school will more properly illustrate the information sought 
such association this. the primary schools, usually having three 
classes, elementary religious given the ordinary teachers, 
preparatory and harmony with the more advanced curriculum. The 
university, the other hand, need not occupy our attention, for does 
not pretend give religious instruction apart from professional theology. 
The certificate “ripeness” with which every young man enters the 
university includes religion, and marks the completion the religious 
instruction which the state provides for every educated citizen. the 
high schools, then, the Prussian system teaching religion finds its most 
important field. such schools four kinds are distinguished 

The higher citizen schools Biirgerschulen), which there 
were 1874 ninety. These include all ordinary subjects and modern 
languages, but not Latin and Greek. Schools this sort exist also for 
girls, but means sufficient number, that many private schools 
supplement them. 

Realschulen, literary academies, which there were 1874 
ninety-seven. Here Latin added the studies, and prominence given 
the natural sciences. These two classes high schools, forming essen- 
tially but one class, are especially intended for those who not intend 
follow learned profession, and for business men. 

The pro-gymnasia. These are just gymnasia without the highest class 
and are preparatory other. They numbered thirty-four 1874. 

The high school par excellence, the gymnasium, regular classical 
academy, which the gateway the university and all higher learning. 
These number two hundred and thirty. 
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Besides these, there are about twenty-five Protestant academies and 
homes for students, and nine Roman Catholic seminaries similar 
These, much the others, are under government inspection; for not 
even private schools Germany can employ teachers who have not 
passed the state examination, occupy buildings which the government 
authority has not approved. They have much more home character 
than the more public institutions. The students live the Alumnat, 
Convik, frequently called, and receive often free, partly free, 
board and tuition. these boarding colleges, similar denomina- 
tional institutions Britain and America, great care taken cultivate 
the religious life; and some instances especial provision made for 
those who desire study theology. some cases they offer simply 
Christian home, especially orphans boys far from their own homes, 
with studies which are prosecuted some neighboring gym- 
nasium. give complete high-school training connection 
with special attention religious culture. About three thousand boys 
attend the Protestant and about four hundred the Roman in- 
stitutions this nature Prussia. 

But return the gymnasium. Here boys are expected enter about 
their tenth year, after having spent three years the primary school. 
The gymnasium has six classes and least nine teachers. The course 
extends usually over nine years, and includes religion, the German, Latin, 
Greek, and French languages, history and geography, mathematics and 
science nature, drawing and writing; occupying all thirty 
hours week. Extra hours are added for Hebrew, music, and gymnastics. 

Candidates teach, who must have taken gymnasium and univer- 
sity course, may apply for the facultas docendi any four depart- 
ments; viz. the philologico-historic, the mathematico-scientific, 
that religion and Hebrew, modern languages. 1838 religion and 
Hebrew were made department, but religious teachers must also 
capable teaching least the middle classes some other subjects. 
Religion regarded one the regular studies the course, and 
occupies the place honor the top the list. Since 1824 all teachers 
must pass examination religious knowledge; but the teacher 
religion must pass special examination for his work, just the Greek 
teacher for his department; and all cases before the same board 
university examiners. Religious instruction usually given three 
teachers the gymnasium, each them having clearly defined duties, and 
Teachers for the highest classes must stand examination the con- 
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tents the Bible and their connection, Old and New Testament 
introduction, the fundamental doctrines faith and morals, 
history, New ‘Testament Greek, and Hebrew. 

Seminaries (i.e. classes under the familiar direction professor) for 
special training and practice certain branches, are connected with 
most universities and many gymnasia. Among these are seminaries 
especially intended train well qualified persons for the work teaching. 
certain number picked men, usually about six, are here put under 
the care experienced educationist, who them into the theory 
and practice instruction. Such brilliant students receive bursaries 
about one hundred and fifty dollars year, and are usually appointed 
time prominent positions. seminary Magdeburg receives such 
students train for religious teachers high schools. provides for 
six time, usually young men who had finished their theological studies 
with distinction, and who decide teach, pays their expenses, and aims 
producing thoroughly qualified religious instructors. may remarked 
that theological students hear course lectures the university 
Katechetik, and learn practically the public schools under the eyes 
their professor and fellow students how give instruction for confirma- 
tion. This worthy notice; for the qualification teach religion 
acquired seldomer than formerly candidates for teacher, that 
many cases the local clergy must undertake that duty single hours 
school. five hundred Protestant teachers licensed 1873 forty-five 
passed Hebrew and religion, i.e. teach them; one hundred and 
fifty-seven Roman Catholic but two passed these subjects; and six 
Jewish none. 1872 there were one hundred and twenty-three Protes- 
tant and one hundred and five Roman Catholic clergymen teaching 
religion schools. 1873 six thousand one hundred and eighty-five 
teachers Prussian high schools there were two hundred and sixty-one 
drawn from the local clergy give religious instruction. 

The teacher religion must teach year more probation, like 
all other teachers. Like all others must also assuming office take 
solemn oath loyalty king and country and faithfulness his duty 
instructor. Temporary teachers pledge themselves publicly giving 
their hand. 

The course religious instruction pursued average gym- 
nasium, such course being endorsed the minister public instruction, 
and not changed, occupies three hours week the lower (VI. 
V.), and two hours week the upper classes (IV. I.), and 
the first hour the morning being devoted religion: 

the sixth class (the lowest), Bible narratives from the Old Testa- 
ment the times the kings, taught from book Bible stories. Before 
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part the catechism with explanations learned the 
second and third parts being committed memory without the explana- 
tion. understanding with the other teachers certain selection 
texts and hymns given memorized. 

the fifth class, New Testament narrative learned the same 
way, and the general division and order the books the Bible. The 
catechism reviewed, and the second part with Luther’s explanation 
committed. Hymns are reviewed, and some new ones learned. The pro- 
gress the church year always indicated, and the significance and 
importance such festivals that the Reformation pointed out. 

the fourth class prominent parts the Old and New Testament are 
read, especially selections from the Old Testament which give the con- 
nected history Israel; also the most important portions the Apoc- 
rypha. the New Testament selections are made from the Gospels 
Matthew and Luke and from the Acts. Also the geography Palestine 
studied. The catechism reviewed, and the third part learned with 
Luther’s explanation The fourth and fifth parts are 
committed. Hymns new ones learned. occasion offers 
the pupils are taught the meaning church usages. 

the third class the Messianic and poetic parts the Old Testament 
are read, Psalms and selections from the Book Job. the New 
Testament the life Jesus studied synoptically, also the Sermon the 
Mount, and the Parables. Remarks Old and New Testament intro- 
duction begun the lower class are continued. The catechism, hymns, 
and texts are reviewed, and some Psalms and hymns added. Then narra- 
tives from church history and lives leading hymn writers. Espec- 
ially studied the Apostolic history with reference the Acts and 
Epistles. 

the lower division the second class the Scripture reading con- 
tinued with particular reference the growth God’s kingdom the 
Old and New Testaments. Typical passages the Old Testament are 
especially noticed. the New Testament the Epistles the Ephesians 
and Philippians, the Epistle James, John, and Peter are read. 
The catechism, hymns, Psalms, and texts are reviewed, and church his- 
tory continued. the higher division this class Timothy read, 
with other portions the New Testament, and now the Greek Text 
used. Important passages, also the Lord’s prayer, are committed 
memory Greek. Psalms, hymns, and texts are reviewed. 
Church history now learned general outline, with the study the 
first four centuries more'in detail. The history the Reformation 
told, and the time Spener, Franke, and missions familiar. The 
history dogma mentioned, but not dwelt upon. The relation 
Judaism Christianity, also the connection the Oriental, Greek, 
and Roman religions with Christianity pointed out. 


the chief festivals the proper account from the New Testament. The first 
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The first class study the Gospel John, the Epistles the 
Romans and Galatians, and the chief sections from Corinthians and 
the Epistle the Hebrews. The fundamental doctrines faith and 
morals are taught their connection; also outline creeds. 
The Augustana read, and doctrines differing from referred to. 
Apologetic teaching here emphasized. All proof texts, difficult 
passages, ete. the two upper classes are studied the light 
the Greek original. Review continued. 

similar course, mutatis mutandis, followed the Roman 
religious teaching. 

Such outline the religious instruction the Prussian gymnasia. 
like curriculum with slight modifications followed the other high 
schools. 

This teaching accompanied, all events form, proper devo- 
tional exercises. most evangelical schools public worship, consisting 
singing, ‘Scripture reading, and prayer, takes place with the whole 
school every morning. Each hour’s work the forenoon begun 
with prayer, well the hours special religious instruction. The 
school closes Saturday noon, usually with devotional exercises, in- 
cluding short address the principal. Public occasions, such the 
installation new teachers, the graduation pupils, examinations, 
are opened with acts worship. National anniversaries, e.g. the 
birthday the emperor, the victory Sedan, etc., are commemorated 
religious and services the high schools. Teachers are 
instructed, far possible, induce their pupils attend public 
worship church, and practicable accompany the boys thither; also 
the proper time turn their thoughts toward the table the Lord. 
the words government circular, the aim the religious in- 
struction schools, connection with the catechumen and confirmation 
teaching, help lead the youth living knowledge their belonging 
the kingdom God earth, and evangelical church fellowship 
it, and stimulate the will and power them take part the labor 
and blessings such fellowship.” 

The school and the church being both national institutions, the instruc- 
tion the one itself that the other. Accordingly 
the gymnasium (order 1860) instructed leave two hours week, 
usually eleven twelve a.M., free for such students may the 
pastor’s communicants’ classes preparing for confirmation. the four 
weeks just preceding confirmation, necessary, the school-work done 
home lightened. The youth have thus two distinct courses 
instruction, from their teachers and from their pastors, and both pre- 
scribed law. They run parallel until about the third class, when the 
boys are confirmed; after which the gymnasium teaching occupies the 
field almost entirely. 
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such religious teaching course the confessional element presents 
itself, and must has not yet elaborated complete 
school constitution, neither there any law enjoining confessional schools 
yet matter fact and history every high school rule expected 
have distinct confessional character. As, however, the denomina- 
tional differences Germany are few and distinct, this question not 
perplexing elsewhere. Prussian schools arose connection with 
the church; and when the state claimed them and took them under its 
control but slightly modified the religious basis which they were 
the tradition and usage the school remained. Although 
latterly, shall see, especially the case newly founded gymna- 
sia, this system has been somewhat relaxed still, the appointment 
rector high school, sine qua non that should man 
pronounced religious and ecclesiastical principles. The Prussian author- 
ities would not appoint professed unbeliever any prominent post 
educationist. 

For purposes religious instruction high schools are divided into four 
viz. Evangelical Protestant), Roman Catholic, Jewish, and 
mixed, i.e. where different confessions attend, and where there are both 
Protestant and Roman Catholic, and, though rarely, Jewish teachers, and 
the rector chosen according the prevailing character the school. 
these there were 1866 two hundred and thirteen Protestant, fifty-six 
Roman Catholic, and twenty simultaneous schools. 1874 the whole 
number such high schools was four hundred and thirty-eight. 

the evangelical schools the Heidelberg well Luther’s Catechism 
may used. mixed schools the general devotional exercises are 
follow the predominant character the school, but the minority may 
receive their religious instruction from teachers their own faith. The 
same principle applies the case Jewish boys,? who either omit the 
religious teaching school or, sufficient numbers, have sometimes 
religious teacher their own. Under Falk, minister public instruction 
from 1872 1880, and since, Jewish religious teachers have been allowed 
salary government, and rabbis have been recognized such teachers. 
some schools Jewish religious instruction obligatory for those who can- 
not show satisfactory substitute. The state thus declares word and 
deed that every child shall receive some kind religious education.® 

the bitter ten years’ conflict between Prussia and the papacy the 
schools became involved. The Roman Catholics refused 1872 have 
their children taught those who rejected the dogma papal infalli- 
bility. Minister Falk then issued order permitting children such 
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parents receive instruction home, condition (1) that they request 
the school authorities give dispensation, stating the name the teacher 
religion whom they will (2) that the school authorities are 
satisfied with the substitute, and the students taught pass with the rest 
the examination religion leaving school; and (3) that the parents 
question have formally left the established church. This last condition 
was added reference minute issued 1875, extending this liberty 
all for whose creed the school provided instruction. 

the war went the Jesuits and the other teaching orders were 
either expelled from Prussia dissolved. Their schools were closed, and 
many the seminaries for poor students and theological boarding col- 
leges either crippled terrified into inactivity. The course instruction 
followed, and how was followed, were carefully watched Roman 
Catholic teaching the public schools. The aim Dr. Falk during 
the Kulturkampf was bring Roman Catholic education, lay and clerical, 
under direct state control, and foster the free-thinking element 
Protestant teaching. effect this encouraged the establishment 
simultaneous schools and the principle parity, i.e. that the question 
religion was not raised the case teachers general studies. 

Breslau the school-buildings stood closed for two years (1870-72) 
because the minister would not allow positions teachers who were 
neither Protestants nor Roman Catholics. Falk yielded the point, and, 
illustrate the principle, one Jewish teacher was appointed. 1868 
measure passed the Prussian parliament omitting thenceforth the designa- 
tion Evangelical Catholic founding new gymnasia. some cases, 
however, the confessional basis has been laid anew; e.g. Wongrowitz 
(1872) and Brilon which are strictly Roman Catholic, and Giitersloh 
and Westphalia, which are evangelical, and were started because the 
rationalistic teachings the gymnasia. These institutions are recognized 
the state, but the government refuses grant them aid, least the 
last two. Only formal statute the foundation school 
recognized giving confessional character. few evangelical 
schools changed their statutes the interests parity (parity usually 
meant parity between Protestants and Catholics). Others, while 
preserving the general character the school, chose teachers according 
the number children different creeds. And this liberalizing 
tendency under Falk which left old Catholic teachers teach the ultra- 
montanes and rationalistic teachers instruct the orthodox, went 
embittering earnest men both communions, and bringing the majority 
the Prussian church last into hearty sympathy with the Roman 
Catholics their battle against military rule school and 

The end soon came. 1880 Falk fell before the cry thousand 
Roman Catholic parishes without priests, and the denunciations even 
court preachers, who declared that his teachers were forgetting the Fear 
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God their Honor the wounds the conflict 
are being healed, and with slight modifications the old system seems likely 
continued. 

turn now for moment the influence the church upon the 
school 

The only direct and legal right control and counsel which the church 


that exercised through the general superintendent pre- 


siding clergyman each province; aright which has been strongly 
opposed late party seeking the separation church and state. 
These superintendents, who are directly responsible only the minister 
public instruction, may visit the schools when and how they please, and 
are expected overtake them all least within from four six years. 
They may send other clergymen their place. Reports such visita- 
tion are made about every third year. After each visitation the 
superintendent may hold conference with the rector and teachers, and 
point out anything deficient religious instruction. can, however, 
only recommend changes are made only the regular school authorities. 
most can but complain the provincial board hence 
Professor Christlieb calls very weak and insufficient guarantee 
religious instruction should given way which not 
entirely contrary the creed the church.” 

the case the Roman Catholic church the influence exerted 
upon religious teaching has been stronger and more direct. The bishops 
have the same rights visitation Protestant superintendents. 
greater part their teaching done, even the schools, clergymen. 
They are not such close connection with the state, and maintain 
more liberty the matter and manner their instruction. Added 
which the larger number their separate and more less private schools 
has increased the influence the church. Before the Kulturkampf, into 
which the dogma infallibility caused Bismark and Falk, perhaps un- 
wisely, plunge the nation, the Prussian Roman Catholics were taught 
harmoniously with Protestants the public schools. All children received 
religious instruction from their own teachers; and such sight peace 
and quietness provoked the Roman Catholics South Germany say 
their brethren the north that they were first Prussians, second 
Germans, and only third Roman Catholics.® 

this connection may proper say word the denominations 
Prussia and their general relation the schools. well known, 
the so-called Evangelical united church, which the king summus 
episcopus, the established church the land. Starting from it, the 
census arranges the population according religion under five 
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classes: (1) Evangelical, which made include Lutherans and Re- 
formed, Separate Lutherans, Old Lutherans, Mennonites, and Moravian 
Brethren (2) Catholics, including the Old Catholics; (3) Jews; (4) Dis- 
senters, Methodists, Baptists, Irvingites, etc.; (5) those who profess 
religion. 1871 the whole population Prussia was 24,643,941; 
whom 16,019,587 were Evangelical, 8,267,968 Catholic, 325,594 Jews, 
26,403 (?) Dissenters, and 4,389 religion. 1880 whole popu- 
lation 27,278,911, 17,645,462 were Evangelical, 9,205,139 Catholic, 
Jews, 42,515 Dissenters, and 22,000 remarkable 
growth apparently dissent and religion. Less than half million 
are outside the Evangelical and Roman Catholic churches whom when 
the Jews are subtracted but 66,000 remain, one third whom are relig- 
ionless and the rest split into dozen sects. The largest Protestant body 
outside the established church the Old Lutheran, which numbers about 
50,000, including children. They have separate schools far can 
learn. The Moravians, however, have their own high schools, and also 
theological seminary that their students for the ministry not need 
attend the state institutions. The other sects, being very small and 
mostly foreign origin, fall with the state system religious teaching, 
supplement Sabbath-schools their own. 

Both the great churches Prussia are ever ready aid indirectly 
the religious instruction schools. The organist the village church 
almost invariably one the teachers, and trains choir his own 
schoolboys lead the singing. accompanies the minister wed- 
dings and funerals, and his absence sometimes conducts religious 
service. the church sexton has been schoolmaster. The 
pastor required law give course religious instruction those 
about confirmed. this satisfactorily led put himself 
communication with the religious teacher the school. All points 
affecting religious instruction the school are thus actively canvassed 
the church. the sixth annual meeting the Rhine teachers relig- 
ion high schools, held June 1881, two general superintendents 
were present, pastor led the discussion the teaching church 
history, and the difficult question catechisms clergymen’ and laity 
agreed that each place uniformity between church and school should 

some parts Germany, e.g. Bavaria, religious instruction schools 
given the regular clergy. Prussia this has been discouraged 
under Falk, though quite large number must still employed. Should 
any temporary vacancy occur the religious teaching high school 
the authorities are empowered fill for the time with pastor. The 
appointment the middle and lower teachers high schools the 
hands the and some cases, e.g. Elberfeld, the church 
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has share this patronage, and votes the choice teachers. Where 
high school has board directors the leading clergyman the place 
usually one its members. The church authorities have also decisive 
voice choosing religious books for school use. might added that 
the numerous private academies, especially for clergymen not 
unfrequently teach religion the higher classes. 

What, then, the general impression one receives review 
religious education Prussia? The regulations 1826 still force 
aim mere morality built airy foundations, but inner con- 
viction resting Jesus Christ.” But these orders fell gradually into 
forgetfulness. 1838 students theology left the gymnasia ignorant 
Scripture that they could put shame children, and was directed 
that boys should not admitted from school confirmation classes who 
did not know the five chief sections Luther’s Catechism, the Ten Com- 
mandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, the chief contents 
the books the Bible, and the most familiar hymns. 1851 the philo- 
logical conference Erlangen declared Christian doctrine the heart 
gymnasium instruction. 1855 complaints were heard that the religious 
instruction was too technical, and that the schools taught theology rather 
than religion. help this, systematic collections proof-texts were 
published memorized. 1858 government received favorable 
reports the religious teaching high schools. And then the cold air 
rationalism became more and more felt the gymnasia. Especially 
under Falk many teachers came who regard religion moral depart- 
ment state mere accident that they teach Christianity and not 
Buddhism whose hands, quote Christlieb,? heathen classics and 
natural science are exalted, the Christian belief constantly pulled down, 
even ridiculed the eyes the pupils the gymnasiums.” 

Some the weak points, then, religious teaching Prussian high 
schools seem be: (1) not giving the student clear and connected views 
Christian doctrine. His head filled with mass hymns and texts 
and bits history and archaeology and lists kings and various read- 
ings, etc., with vague idea that all rests the Bible and the church. 
few critical remarks undermining the Bible and laughing the church 
are apt shipwreck his (2) The teaching not applied practi- 
cally the lives and hearts students. Such themes depravity, 
repentance, faith, and life holiness are left the pastor, and too 
often the point all true religious instruction lost. (3) does not 
foster sufficiently individuality and manly independence among the boys. 
possible alone. Even the play-ground excursions the country 
marched military order teacher, who gives him the scientific 
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name the tree climbs the flower gathers. English boy 
receives half his moral culture the play-ground, where his feelings 
pluck and fair play and respect for the scruples another boy are strenzth- 
ened. The German school may said have either 
without within the building. Religious teaching has chance 
tried boat-clubs, cricket, races and matches; the student seems 
too often sacrificed kind military system. (4) But the great objec- 
tion urged earnest Christians Germany the frequent prevalence 
infidel teaching the schools. Hitherto sufficient protection has 
been found against men who may use their position religious teachers 
undermine all that good men hold sacred. 

The prevalence scepticism Germany and its causes form too wide 
atopic even outlined this paper. evident from what has 
been said that the high schools have been both effect and cause the 
spread unbelief. When English deism and French infidelity reached 
Germany the rationalism which they bred turned some men out theol- 
ogy and others aside from theology. Many both classes found place 
labor the gymnasia, where, connection with history the 
they taught scepticism which they would not could not 
preach the church. For years the most used religious text-books were 
written rationalists, and the life Christ was represented free from 
miracle and the supernatural. The very hymns prepared for children 
were stained through and with infidel suggestions. change has 
taken place for the better the Prussian church,? and the religious teaching 
high schools will doubtless soon assume more evangelical character. 
But present Professor Christlieb “in most our high schoo!s 
the religious instruction given badly that this one the chief 
causes our common rationalism, and the infidelity and religious indif- 
ference amongst our educated classes.” 

Many other influences conspire produce unbelief. The German 
nation never thoroughly reformed England. 
Luther did not teach how keep the Sabbath holy, and provide 
strong support for public worship and household religion. The over- 
whelming admiration everything French helped poison German 
life. The French court was the beau ideal, and was corrupt that 
almost ruined forty millions people. Germany had thirty courts, small 
and great, all seeking rival Versailles any wonder 
that the German nobility became vile the last degree, and free love 
held high carnival? The divoree laws Prussia were lax enough for 
any infidel, and the results are this day visible. 

Then the wars through which Germany has passed and her present 

Cf. some good remarks Baring-Gould, Germany Present and Past, 189 
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military system have bred and breed unbelief. The campaigns 
1866 and 1870 were followed about one hundred per cent 
crime, till every prison was overflowing, and was held that Germany must 
get colonies find room for her criminals. Every young man must now 
enter the army before his twenty-second year, and these raw lads from 
the country must marched into city life and the influences barrack 
morals. Three years such school far efface religious impressions. 
Being marched now and again church, and formed into squads 
receive the Lord’s supper, does not far towards counteracting the 
prevailing carelessness and the popular scepticism. 

Aguin, the exciting history through which Germany has gone during 
the past twenty years has produced worship material greatness, and 
destroyed largely the primitive simplicity the German character. The 
glorious deeds her armies, the rise the new empire, and the wild 
speculation and gold fever which followed the French milliards half 
turned the head Germany, and led thousands sacrifice contentment 
and honesty bubble companies, mammon worship, and unbelief. Mr. 
Davis, for many years the head the British and Foreign Bible 
Society Germany, and man thoroughly familiar with German life, 
says, that twenty-five years ago knew people with whom money had 
little influence the Germans, but now knows none with whom 
has somuch. The crash and commercial panic 1874 awakened many 
from their mad dream, but the worldly, godless spirit has not yet been 
laid. Quite harmony with this temper and the German love 
original theory the avidity with which Darwinism and materialistic 
views development were seized, and have now become the creed 
thousands the young men the land. 

Finally, the intimate connection between church and state Germany 
has often favored the growth scepticism. Reformation down, 
religion Germany has been too much matter state, and the belief 
the people too dependent upon the creed the ruler. The military 
sovereigns Prussia dealt with the church were black-coated 
guards. Until 1631 the ruler was Calvinist, and the Lu- 
therans had unhappy life 1808 royal order created depart- 
ment public instruction and worship,” and the church was made 
department state under control minister ecclesiastical affairs. 
Church courts were abolished, and the king became kind pope. 
1815 the church courts were ordered live again,? and transact ecclesi- 
astical matters for the king. 1839 the autocrat proclaimed Lutherans 
and Reformed one, under the name the Evangelical church, gave them 
liturgy his own composition, told them believe what they liked, 
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the basis the Scriptures, but unite common communion service, 
and live peace. 1866 Hannover, which all Lutheran, was seized 
Prussia, and for the sake uniformity the Evangelical church estab- 
greatly embittering both believers and unbelievers against ritual 
ordered the emperor and Bismark. 1873 presbyterial system was 
given the church, and the people granted limited power the choice 
pastors; but the absence creed, and the jarring between Lutheran 
and Reformed, orthodox and rationalistic parties the church cause 
strife and scepticism. Instead peace, where each may believe almost 
what likes, there indifference and the not unfrequent sight the 
parallel system,” i.e. two pastors, one orthodox the other sceptical, 
preaching the same parish suit all classes, many decline follow 
either, and fall into carelessness and unbelief. 

conclusion, word the possibility applying the Prussian 
system religious instruction American schools. The absence any 
established church this great number denominations 
similar importance make the full application the Prussian system 
impracticable here. Even were practicable, would doubtless need 
modifications the line the defects noticed above. Without discuss- 
ing, then, detail the many points material difference, 
simply the light what good the German system name few 
considerations which might observed American education. 

(1) general, that all private institutions learning should under 
government inspection far guarantee good literary work; com- 
pulsory attendance school children, say from their sixth their 
fourteenth year (as Prussia); system promotion teachers 
state officials, and pensions after proper period service: narrower 
but deeper course study, and discouragement “cram” education. 
(2) reference religion, this nation Christian. That not and 
should not regarded open question. conscientious Imperialist 
Royalist Socialist must bow the fact that this Republic; 
must the Buddhist, the Mohammedan, and infidel acknowledge that 
Christian Republic. its law oaths and marriage and sabbath-days 
proclaims this fact; and history, well the right majorities, main- 
tains this national position, while according the widest freedom personal 
belief. common and high schools there should be, therefore, least 
full liberty teach the general doctrines Christianity; read and 
study the Scripture, and thus lay foundation for moral and upright 
life. What ground have small minority claim not only exemption 
for themselves, but the intolerance deprive large majority what 
they consider constitutional right The criminal does not want 
taxed for jails, nor the ignorant for high schools and the 
irreligious cry out against the state’s teaching Isaiah Paul, though 
may instruct Ovid Byron Goethe. should striven, then, 
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have religious instruction every school, leaving those free absent 
themselves who have conscientious objections. 

Religious teaching schools would withdraw power from the ignorant 
foreign classes, would promote national unity, and rob Roman Catholicisin 
much its narrowness taking away the chief reason for separate 
schools. seems possible that the Protestants this country, who can 
agree international series Sabbath-school lessons, might unite 
course Bible history, the Apostles’ Creed, the Commandments, and 
general teaching Christianity. Prussia scarcely ten the four 
hundred and fifty high schools have not both Protestant and Roman 
Catholic students, and most them Jews also, and yet comparatively 
trouble arises about the religious instruction. 

This nation especially seems demand religious teaching schools. 
Six out the fifteen millions children school age this free land 
never enter school. therefore doubly important that the lower 
classes, who reccive all their teaching the public schools, should 
given there the foundation moral living. These United States, 
other nation, were founded religious principles—to home 
oppressed piety and gospel liberty. man can learn the history this 
people, and intelligently contribute it, without being taught the 
religion which animated its patriotism and brightened the dark hour 
its adversity. 

The details this wide question must discussed those more 
familiar with the whole subject than the writer this paper. One thing 
certainly seems desirable, viz. that the irregular, spasmodic, uncertain 
religious teaching our schools should supplanted some legal 
recognition the and right religious instruction 
public that these nurseries thought and culture should 
far lifted above political and secular and party strife insure 
thorough grounding every child the republic those truths God, 
immortality, and virtue which lie the foundation all national great- 
ness and growth. 
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ARTICLE VIII. 


NOTICES RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Joseph Agar Beet. London: Hodder and Stoughton. 1882. 


pursuance design elucidate all the Epistles Paul, and 
crown his undertaking volume discussing the Apostle’s teaching 
whole and its relation that the other New Testament writers, the 
Rev. Agar Beet, whose work the Epistle the Romans was noticed 
previous number the Bibliotheca Sacra, has now issued Com- 
mentary the two Epistles the Corinthians. His endeavor has been 
“by careful grammatical study St. Paul’s words trace the line 
thought they were designed convey; and look, through his actual 
thoughts while writing, into his abiding conception the gospel and 
Christ. The various elements this conception are arranged order 
along the course the exposition, and are compared the concluding 
dissertations with the results gained the volume Romans. This 
orderly arrangement and comparison the practical results exposition 
give this commentary claim contribution systematic 
theology.” feature Mr. Beet’s commentary, which claims 
unique, its reference the evidences Christianity. 
developing length the proof that the Epistles the Corinthians came 
practically have them now from the pen Paul, has aimed 
reveal the general reader the absolute strength these first links 
the historic chain which supports the Christian hope.” This method 
approaching the credentials Christianity considers, and rightly 
so, far better than that the popular writers who undertake the 
task proving that the Bible all true. Without assuming 
ing prove the divine authority historic truth the Bible, and there- 
fore without pledging ourselves the correctness all its statements, 
have traced the gospel, which have stated plain terms, evi- 
dence tested according the principles ordinary historic credibility, 
the lips Christ; and have discovered reliable evidence that 
claimed unique sense the Son God and that proof his 
claim God raised him from the dead. other words, the witnesses 
have interrogated have led into the presence the Great Teacher, 
the cross which died, and his empty grave.” this description 
his aims and achievements Mr. Beet includes the Commentary the 
Romans. This line investigation also, his view, the best avenue 
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criticism the date, authorship, and credibility all other parts 
the Old New Testaments. agrees with the most recent 
authorities, especially the domain the Old Testament. 

much for Mr. Beet’s general principles and aims. There may 
doubts whether well blend the apologetic and expository 
commentary. one thing, however, quite agree with Mr. Bect 
that the truest defence the historical character the fundamental 
parts the Christian faith will supplied the most thorough eluci- 
dation the contents, explicit and implicit, the Pauline Epistles, 
especially the four great ones which all critics have agreed attribute 
the apostle the Gentiles. 

The arrangement Mr. Beet’s work our mind admirable. 
know other commentary which comes this respect. 
The only defect, our view, that the text commented not given 
continuous form the head the pages; but that matter re- 
garding which differences opinion exist. The text given sections 
which precede the comments thereon. Like most modern commentators, Mr. 
Beet has given table contents; but special feature his work 
claims that the titles the sections read consecutively for outline 
the Epistles, the titles the divisions forming another and still shorter 
outline. think, too, that the brief statements the line argument 
prefixed the paragraphs embracing several verses, within the sections, 
form another excellent, not exceptional characteristic the Commen- 
tary. Altogether feel bound say that point method the 
clearest and handiest book the kind know. 

The work consists careful Introduction treating the subjects: 
Are the Epistles genuine Are our copies and versions correct The 
city Corinth, Paul and the church Corinth; new Translation, 
which, our mind, errs the side verbal Commentary 
proper; Excursuses special points, like the church, wisdom, mystery, 
Greek athletic festivals, the Lord’s supper, the body Christ, prophets, 
the gift tongues, the soul; Dissertations entitled, the Epistle the 
Romans compared with those the Corinthians, the Book Acts com- 
pared with these three Epistles, the chronology these Epistles, Paul 
and the church Corinth here portrayed, summary results; and 
Appendix the Epistle Clement Rome, doubtful various read- 
ings, the Revised Version. list ancient quoted and other 
Scriptures quoted also prefixed. 

Mr. Beet’s commentary judicious, clear, devout, candid, and well- 
written. Whilst has availed himself the best aids, avoids the 
mistake perpetually mixing controversial other references with 
his own exposition,—a feature which generally perplexing and 
annoying German commentaries. But whilst the general level tke 
work good, does not realize our own ideal. fails alike dive 
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deeply and soar highly enough. lacks feeling for the mystical 
and cosmical elements and relations the Pauline thought. For these 
reasons does not lay strongly enough hold either our intellect 
our emotions. mind was one great natural power, depth, 
richness, rush; and was filled and swayed and invigorated the 
Spirit all life and power. There are therefore heights and depths 
his writings which ought set his commentator all ablaze. they 
not, will danger reducing them too low level; and this 
danger Mr. Beet, like most others, has not quite escaped. Still, view 
the difficulty, even impossibility, finding commentary that all 
approximates this standard, heartily welcome and commend this 
new product Mr. Beet’s very industrious pen. 


Revision: A.Handbook for English Readers. 
Alexander Roberts, D.D., Professor Humanity, St. Andrews, and 
Member New Testament Company Revisers; Author 
panion the Revised Version the English New Testament,” ete. 
pp. 280. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons. 1883. 


Dr. Roberts has proposed this volume many corrections the 
Authorized English Version the Old Testament. Many these cor- 
rections will doubtless be, they have not already been, adopted the 
Old Testament revisers. Our readers will more interested the ninth 
than any other chapter this volume. this chapter Dr. Roberts 
defends the theory that the time Christ the Old Testament Scriptures 
were generally known only means the Septuagint version. con- 
siders, first, hypothesis that the Old Testament Scriptures circulated 
among the Jews our Saviour’s day the original Hebrew” (p. 181). 
Secondly, considers the hypothesis that the Old Testament Scriptures 
“circulated among the Jews Aramaic translation” (p. 183). 
Having stated the objections these theories, Dr. Roberts insists the 
arguments commonly adduced defence the theory that “the Jews 
our Saviour’s day were indebted for their acquaintance with the Old 
Testament the Septuagint (p. 185). then draws two 
inferences from this third theory one, that Greek was the language 
usually spoken our Lord and his apostles” (p. another, that the 
similarities and diversities which exist between the first three evangelists 
may clearly explained. says: Christ spoke the same language 
which the evangelists have reported his words. matter course, 
therefore, they could not but verbally agree the reports which they 
nished his addresses. And observed that their state- 
ments what was said that the authors the Gospels mostly agree, while 
they vary their descriptions the attending circumstances. This 
exactly what happens every like occasion. The reporters who give 
account public meeting will harmonize, word for word, throughout 
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many consecutive sentences, the matter which was spoken, while they 
will inevitably differ the descriptions which they give the scene 
the individuals present. Here, then, seem have found sufficiently 
simple and satisfactory explanation those features, alike harmony 
and diversity, presented the first three Gospels. They agree 
strikingly, because they are faithful reports what was said; they differ 
naturally, because they are the productions three different men, who 
wrote independently one another” (p. 198). 

Other chapters exciting special interest are the tenth, the Talmud 
and the Targums, and the eleventh, the Versions the Old Testament 
later than the Time Christ. The entire volume one peculiar 
importance the present time. Although Dr. Roberts belongs the 
company revisers the New Testament, yet expresses the hope 
that the revised Old Testament will not marked-by that amount 
minute and really needless change which one the greatest weaknesses 
the revised New Testament” (Preface, v). 


CONCORDANCE THE REVISED VERSION THE 
New embracing the Marginal Readings the English 
Revisers well those the American Committee. John Alex- 
ander Thoms. Published under the Oxford and Cam- 
bridge Universities. 8vo. New York: Charles Scribner’s 
Sons. 1883. 


This Concordance seems have been prepared with great fidelity. 
indispensable for those who make habitual use the Revised 
Version the New Testament. will encourage many make this 
habitual use. will probably superseded some degree Con- 
cordance the Revised Version the whole Bible, when the version 
the Old Testament shall have been published. 


CoMPREHENSIVE COMMENTARY THE comprising Sale’s 
Translation and Preliminary Discourse, with Additional Notes and 
Emendations. Together with Complete Index the Preliminary 
Discourse and Notes. Rev. Wherry, M.A. 
pp- and New York: Houghton, Mifflin, and Company 
Cambridge: Riverside Press. 1882. 


Mr. Wherry’s volume has grown out the wants which felt the 
pursuit his “own study the and the work missionary 
among the Muslims.” has been primarily intended for missionaries, 
but promises “render valuable service others,” enable the 
reader himself with the teaching the any par- 
ticular subject with a’very small amount have examined 
with much interest the notes Mr. Wherry. They certainly give dif- 


ferent idea from that which commonly entertained regard the 
Muhammedan faith. 
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CRITIQUE Historical Review and Free 
Examination the Methods Reasoning Natural Theology. 
Hicks, Professor Geology Denison University, Granville, 
Ohio. 8vo. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons. 1883. 


the scholarly introduction his work, the author classifies the 
design-arguments, and expresses clearly the sense which proposes 
use the terms “teleology” and “eutaxiology.” The greater part 
the book then given history the development the science 
natural theology. Beginning with the ancient rudiments the subject, 
the writer analyzes the views Socrates, and Galen. The 
natural theology the Middle ages next considered, embodied 
the writings Thomas Aquinas. The modern presentation the 
subject dates from the great thought-revolution the seventeenth century, 
and much prominence given the systems More, Cudworth, and 
Boyle. are quoted from the writings Isaac Newton, presenting 
views his upon the subject which are quite new the common reader. 
The ideas Wollaston, Kant, and Reid are afterwards presented suc- 
cession. spite the author’s criticisms upon Dr. Paley, doubt 
whether that sound and clear writer has ever been surpassed his 
favorite department. After criticising the opinions Brougham, Irons, 
and others, the author brings modern times analyzing the views 
Dr. and Professor Cooke. the historian the science 
natural theology, the writer displays very great research and much ability. 
keen pointing out the defects all former masters the art. 
But claim that the philosophers who surpassed all their contemporaries 
are not judged they had written the light modern science, 
and must remind the author that, were not for the labors the men 
whom free condemn, should have natural theology all. 
Nor are any means sure that Mr. Hicks presents system any 
better than those which readily rejects. 


THE THE THRONE; or, The History the 
Cross. James Sherwood. 8vo. New York: Funk and 
Wagnalls. 1883. 


The author this volumes well known editor theological 
quarterlies, and also writer for them. was intimately ascociated 
with the late Professor Henry Smith editorial labors. the 
appendix the present volume has given appreciative review 
Professor Smith’s career editor and teacher (pp. 506-513). the 
third chapter, entitled, The Low Type Theology expressed the 
Modern Pulpit and Literature (pp. 46-96) illustrates the importance 
sound doctrine the pulpit, and laments the prevalent departures 
from it; criticises the present style theological instruction, and 
suggests methods improving it. The great aim the volume 
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exalt Christ the Redeemer his church and the God over all, blessed 
forever. This the distinctive spirit chapters The eighteenth 
chapter entitled, Probation for Man the Future Life. this 
chapter the author exemplifies, what earnestly recommends, the 
spirit uncompromising adherence the Scriptures. Throughout the 
entire volume the author exhibits much good sense, clear thought, and 
reverence for God’s word. has made numerous suggestions which 
will encourage the faithful preacher and instruct the devout layman; will 
prepare the churches select wise pastors, and stimulate pastors edu- 
cate the churches holy life. The volume merits extensive sale. 


STYLE with Special Reference the 
Usages the Pulpit. Austin Phelps, D.D., Late Bartlet Professor 
Sacred Rhetoric Andover Theological Seminary. 8vo. pp. 389. 
New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons. 1883. 


While regret that Professor Phelps’s labors the class-room have 
terminated, are glad that still able benefit the religious public, 
and welcome the present volume evidence that the eminent teacher 
spending the latter part his life gathering the rich harvest 
thought sown during his earlier years. style public dis- 
course,” this book gives the most mature views great master the 
subject. Without analyzing the numerous minor excellences the 
volume, notice that the Professor elaborates successively the four 
essential elements good English style, viz. purity, perspicuity, energy, 
and elegance. The activity the age requires energy style all suc- 
cessful writers, and the need animated expression generally felt. 
But the growing tendency coin new words and use loose and slovenly 
expressions admirably rebuked the four chapters upon purity 

the composition which furnishes unconsciously beautiful model 
the very excellence commended. Few living men are more competent 
than Professor Phelps treat elegance the expression thought. 
The true sources elegant expression and the faults which lead 
coarseness style are pointed out with the usual keen insight and fine 
taste the author. The book presents invaluable study for the young 
preacher, who cannot spend portion his time better than repeatedly 
reading it. Our only criticism upon would that seems present 
the finely wrought views retired scholar, rather than the practical 
thoughts one who now involved the present issues and conflicts 


Ten Great Part Second. All Religions. 
James Freeman Clarke. 8vo. pp.408. Boston and New York: 
Houghton, Mifflin, and Company; Cambridge: Riverside Press. 1883. 
This continuation the author’s former interesting volume. 

treatise upon universal religion, has obvious value. his opening 
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chapter the writer declares religion universal, after which devotes 
the main part his book discussion the great problems theology 
and life they appear all the more important religions the world. 
The ideas most prominently discussed are those the nature God, the 
origin the world, the inspiration sacred books, the instinct and habit 
prayer, and the future state man, they appear the different 
religious systems mankind. Evidently the subject too vast for any 
thorough treatment volume larger than the present one. Many 
readers will doubtless refuse accept the theological opinions the 
but his rare learning, clear style, and the systematic conciseness 
with which abridges vast amount material are apparent every one. 


LETTERS FRIEND. Connop Thirlwall, late Lord Bishop St. 
David’s. Edited the Very Rev. Arthur Penrhyn Stanley, D.D., 
Dean Westminster. 8vo. pp. 399. Boston: Roberts Brothers. 
1883. 


The many readers Thirlwall’s History Greece will read with 
pleasure the private letters the celebrated author which, since his 
death, are now presented the public. difficult, within the limits 
this brief notice, give full idea this most entertaining book. 
The letters written Bishop Thirlwall his intimate friends, between 
1864 and 1874, present familiar and pleasing form the learned 
prelate’s view nearly every event public interest England which 
took place within the period referred to. His opinions his contem- 
porary authors are expressed just and very candid manner; while 
his criticism upon the statesmen his day possess special interest, 
owing the ability and remarkable position the writer. The bishop’s 
range acquaintance was immense; often mingled with the poorest 
the people, and sometimes stood upon the steps the throne. the 
present volume are introduced the genial man, rather than the 
great historian and prelate. The character and situation Dr. Thirlwall 
impart interest his most ordinary thoughts and expressions. 


History With Genealogical Reg- 
ister. Rev. Henry Hazen, A.M., Member the New England 
Historic, Genealogical Society. 8vo. Boston: Williams 
and Company. 1883. 


The enterprise, energy, and perseverance Mr. Hazen are worthy 
great praise. His work will contribute much material the future his- 
tories Massachusetts, and indeed the entire country. from such 
minute specifications are found this volume that the history the 
country made up. Billerica was one the largest and one 
the oldest towns the commonwealth. has sent forth thirty-three 
graduates from colleges and professional schools; given one governor 


